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Influencing 
Change



The Adoption Experience
Focusing on the entire adoption community,  
DAI works to safeguard the rights of adopted  
people and parents (expectant, first/birth and 
adoptive), promote healthy identity in adopted 
people, and educate practitioners, professionals  
and policymakers to improve the adoption  
experience and strengthen families. 
 
Highlights:
Our report, “A Need to Know: Enhancing Adoption 
Competence Among Mental Health Professionals,”  
detailed important recommendations calling for  
mental health professionals to receive more and  
better training on adoption-related issues in order  
to provide informed service to adopted people  
and families.  In addition, DAI’s advocacy efforts in  
support of access to original birth records continued 
alongside steadfast partners and resulted in success  
in NJ with a bill (granting access to original birth  
records) being signed by the Governor.

Foster Care Adoption
DAI’s targeted research and advocacy helps to  
ensure the most vulnerable children and families  
receive the timely attention and quality support they 
deserve as they navigate the system.

Highlights:
DAI completed “A Family for Life: A Compendium  
of Effective and Promising Practices for Facilitating 
Adoptions from Foster Care.”  With partners in  
England and Canada this book and professional  
resource is the result of years-long research  
examining nearly two dozen practices that give  
children in foster care greater opportunities for  
permanency through adoption. 

Adoption Support Services
“Re-homing” serves as the most recent and  
disturbing example of what can happen when  
children and families are not properly prepared  
and supported before, during and for many years 
following an adoption. DAI works to increase access  
to quality pre- and post-adoption education and  
training to ensure the wellbeing of individuals and  
families.

Highlights:
Two important projects anchored our work  
surrounding adoption support services.  The first, 
“Keeping the Promise: The Case for Adoption Support  
and Preservation,” provided evidence to support 
enhancing post-adoption services to achieve stability  
for vulnerable children.  The second, “Supporting  
and Preserving Adoptive Families,” which describes  
the current status of post-adoption services funded 
through public child welfare organizations so states  
can use this information as a resource to further  
develop these services.  Both reports led to DAI  
receiving a grant from the Freddie Mac Foundation to 
expand our important work in this area. 

The Modern Family
The landscape of the American family is rapidly  
changing.  Nowhere are these changes being felt  
more strongly and directly than in the areas of  
adoption, foster care ad assisted reproductive  
technology.  DAI encourages acceptance of  
all families and believes that all families can  
benefit from quality support.

Highlights:
In a very proud moment for the country and DAI,  
on March 21, 2014, a Michigan District Court judge 
overturned the state’s constitutional amendment  
banning same-sex marriage, which prevented the 
same-sex couple plaintiffs from jointly adopting their  
three children, on the grounds that the ban violated  
the Fourteenth Amendment due process and equal 
protection clauses.  DAI staffers served as expert 
witnesses and advisors on behalf of the plaintiffs.  

The Year in Highlights
Introducing DAI’s 4 Pillars

ADVOCACY EDUCATION RESEARCH RESOURCES

Dear DAI Supporter,

Over the past decade the world of adoption as we have know it, and the definition of 
family, have both radically changed.  The decline in intercountry and infant adoption, 
the impact of the internet/social media, the access to original birth records, marriage 
equality and the increase in assisted reproductive technology are all part of the changing 
landscape of adoption.  In addition, members of the adoption community are even more 
active in making their voices heard and encouraging change in policy and practices.  

DAI recognizes these significant shifts in the adoption community and in 2014 took bold 
steps to enhance our influence, change the way we work and ensure our long-term 
financial stability.  Since our founding in 1996, we have undertaken pioneering research 
into the issues that matter most to adopted people, first/birth parents, adoptive parents 
and professionals.  Our Mission - to better the lives of everyone touched by adoption - 
remains the same with a renewed focus in four areas: The Adoption Experience, Foster 
Care Adoption, Adoption Support Services and The Modern Family. 

DAI’s staff and Board are driven to safeguarding the best interests of children and 
sustaining families and we know we can’t do it without the generosity that all of you 
have shown over the years.  We are so grateful to each and every one of our steadfast 
supporters who helped make this past fiscal year a success. 

In the last year, while in the midst of an organizational transition, we continued to 
influence change as you will see in the pages of this report. Looking ahead, DAI is 
embarking on a dynamic new path to meet the changing needs of adoption in the 21st 
Century. With your ongoing support, DAI will be able to better listen, learn and lead.

In closing, we’d like to take this opportunity to offer a heartfelt thank you to our colleagues 
on the board and staff.  It is an honor to collaborate with such energetic, spirited and 
dedicated individuals.  

With warm regards and deep gratitude,

Susan Notkin    April Dinwoodie



DAI believes that every person has a right to know 
who they are and where they come from. That’s 
why almost a decade ago we began our For the 
Records project. Over the years, we have undertak-
en research, articulated to the media and conducted 
advocacy efforts – including a public event in New 
York City – as means to encourage states to change 
their laws and policies to allow adult adoptees 
access to their original birth certificates (OBC). 

This year alone we provided educational materials 
and testimony on legislation in Maine, Maryland, 
Montana, New York, Ohio and Washington.  And 
we also worked with advocates in such states 
as California, Colorado, Connecticut, Louisiana, 
Missouri, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, backing 
their efforts with research-based information and 
technical assistance.

A major milestone occurred on May 27, 2014 when 
New Jersey became the latest state to open its 
records. On that historic day, Gov. Chris Christie 
signed into law a bill that will at last allow adopted 
persons to access their OBCs beginning in 2017. It 
was a special moment for Pam Hasegawa and her 
colleagues at the New Jersey Coalition for Adoption 
Reform & Education whose 30+ year effort was 
finally rewarded. DAI was represented at the signing 
by Executive Director Emeritus Adam Pertman. We 
salute everyone who helped make this happen.

The legal right to know is a victory, but we cannot 
forget about what happens after the records are 
open. It is just the first step on a road of discovery 
that can be full of twists and turns. That’s why DAI 
is working on practical ways—such as investigating 
best practices in search and reunion—to help  
people successfully navigate this critical stage in  
their life paths.

Access to Original Birth Certificates:
A Human Right
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Lori and Robert adopted their sons from foster  
care when they were 1 and 3 years old. They had 
been removed from their family of origin  
after being neglected and physically abused by their 
parents and had lived in three temporary homes 
before  their adoptive placement. The consequences 
of the boys’ early maltreatment were considerable: 
defiance, aggression, stealing, attachment 
problems, learning challenges and more. The 
succession of mental health professionals from 
whom Lori and Robert sought help for several years 
didn’t appear to know what to do; they often blamed 
the parents for their children’s lack of improvement 
and didn’t seem to understand the trauma being 
experienced by all the family members every day. 

Adoption issues were seldom raised by any of 
the therapists – except for one, who suggested 
the children’s problems could be unresolvable, 
so Lori and Robert might want to consider 
returning them to foster care. They loved and 
were committed to their boys so they never 
considered that option. Instead, with the help of 
online advice from other adoptive parents, they 
found a mental health practitioner with expertise 
in adoption-related issues, and their sons finally 
started making substantive progress. “We needed 
help from professionals who weren’t only skilled 
therapists, but who also knew about adoption,” 
they later reported. “It was difficult to find 
the help. ... Thank God we finally did. ... It 
saved our children and our family.”

This family’s experience, taken from DAI’s report 
A Need to Know: Enhancing Adoption 
Competence among Mental Health Professionals 
is all too common. For many of the millions of 
people for whom adoption is part of everyday life, 
these and numerous other issues can be profound 
and enduring. Unfortunately, adoptive parents, 
adopted individuals (as children and adults) and 
birth relatives often encounter significant barriers 
in their efforts to obtain the assistance they seek 
and need from a variety of professionals including: 
child welfare specialists, mental health practitioners, 
physicians, educational advisors and teachers. 

Meeting the Needs 
of Families
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• The Development of 
Certification for  
Adoption Clinical 
Competence 

• The Expansion of 
Adoption Training  
Programs across the 
Country 

• Strengthening the 
Clinical Components  
of Existing Training 
Program 

• Educating Insurance 
Providers about  
the Unique Nature of 
Adoption Issues and  
Advocate for Expand-
ed Coverage 

• Encouraging Research 
on Training  
Effectiveness and 
Outcome

DAI Advocates for:

IT
Typewritten Text

http://adoptioninstitute.org/pubs_cat/access-to-original-birth-certificates/?swpquery=For+the+records&submit=Search
http://adoptioninstitute.org/pubs_cat/access-to-original-birth-certificates/?swpquery=For+the+records&submit=Search
http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-need-to-know-enhancing-adoption-competence-among-mental-health-professionals/


For more than a decade, DAI has worked to 
increase opportunities for the most vulnerable 
children who cannot go back to their biological 
families as they navigate the system to find 
sustainable, permanent families. This work has 
directly led to changes in state laws and practices. 

Among the highlights in this area, DAI argued the 
case for expanding the pool of potential parents in 
two key works published in 2008. Finding Families 
for African American Children: The Role of Race 
& Law in Adoption from Foster Care is the most 
downloaded study DAI has ever issued. Expanding 
Resources for Children II: Eliminating Laws and 
Practical Barriers to Gay & Lesbian Adoption 
from Foster Care made the case for states to 
eliminate archaic laws, regulations and practices 
that kept children from finding permanent 
placement in households headed by lesbians and 
gay men.

Most recently, our Never Too Old: Achieving 
Permanency & Sustaining Connections for Older 
Youth in Foster Care highlighted the lifelong need 
for ongoing family ties if children in care are to lead 
happy and fulfilling lives.

In keeping with our commitment to studying foster 
care adoption, DAI made a significant contribution 
to the field this year. Working with partners in 
Canada and the U.K., DAI was proud to announce 
the publication of Facilitating Adoptions from 
Care: A Compendium of Effective and Promising 
Practices, a comparative study of best practices to 
achieving permanency.

Adoption provides a lifetime of benefits for children 
who cannot return to their families of origin, 
including the emotional security of caring adults, 
and a committed family to ensure their needs are 
met. Gaining a family for life not only transforms 
the futures of children in care, but also brings 
benefits to childcare systems, communities and 
governments. In recent years, permanency through 
adoption or guardianship has become a priority for 
foster children in a few countries around the world. 

Based on comprehensive research throughout the 
U.S., England and Canada, The Donaldson Adoption 
Institute (DAI) completed a review of 22 practices 
that facilitate adoptions of foster children, which 
was published in England by the British Association 
of Adoption and Fostering (BAAF) and subsequently 
in the U.S. on Amazon.com in conjunction with the 
New Brunswick Adoption Foundation. Facilitating 
Adoptions from Care: A Compendium of 
Effective and Promising Practices, by Susan 
Livingston Smith and other DAI staff, highlights 
innovative practices in the following categories – 
organizational, court, recruitment and retention of 
families, and supporting and preserving adoptive 
families. It examines how these practices are 
implemented in the three countries, available 
research on their outcomes, and recommendations 
and resources to help professionals implement 
these practices.  

Supporting our 
Most Vulnerable 
Children 

Effective and 
Promising 
Practices for 
Foster Care Adoption
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What are the primary differences related 
to adoptions from foster care in the three 
countries?
The mandate to seek adoption or guardianship for 
children who cannot return to their birth families 
differs across the three countries, both in law 
and in practice. The U.S. has by far the strongest 
requirement to pursue permanency, while in 
England, adoption is sought more for preschool 
children than for school-age youth. For example, the 
average age of children adopted from care in the 
U.S. is 6.3 years, whereas in England, it is 3.8 years. 
Canada has no federal laws governing child welfare 
adoptions, and each province has their own system 
of policies. Also adoption subsidies are not based on 
the income of adoptive families in the U.S., but they 
are in England and Canada.

What were some of the more interesting 
practice strategies that you found?
“Adoption Scorecards” in England track how quickly 
children in need of adoption are placed and graph 
local authorities’ performance on key indicators in 
relation to the country as a whole. The strategic use 
of specialized adoption staff can improve outcomes; 
for example, after the addition of 25 specialized 

 
 

workers in New Brunswick, Canada, adoptions 
from care grew by 300%. An intensive child-spe-
cific recruitment model developed by Wendy’s 
Wonderful Kids found youth receiving this model of 
services were 1.7 times more likely to be adopted.

Why is this Compendium so important?
For foster children who cannot return home, 
gaining a family for life transforms their futures, 
yet thousands of youth in foster care go out on 
their own every year without a permanent family.  
This volume will expand child welfare profession-
als’ knowledge about specific practices that are 
particularly important for finding families for 
these youth.

An Interview with 
Susan Smith
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Susan Livingston Smith, LCSW is Program and Project Director of the  
Donaldson Adoption Institute and a Professor Emerita of the School  
of Social Work at Illinois State University. She has been a leading  
researcher in the field of post-adoption services for the past 25  
years. Since joining DAI in 2004, Susan has directed several studies,  
including papers on the rights and well-being of birthparents in  
domestic infant adoption, the needs of adopted youth in the schools,  
transracial adoption of African American children in foster care,  
critical issues in post-adoption services and openness in adoption.

http://www.amazon.com/Facilitating-Adoptions-Care-compendium-effective/dp/1499227329/ref=sr_sp-atf_title_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1411490875&sr=1-
http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/finding-families-for-african-american-children-the-role-of-race-law-in-adoption-from-foster-care/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/expanding-resources-for-waiting-children-ii-eliminating-legal-practice-barriers-to-gay-lesbian-adoption-from-foster-care/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/never-too-old-achieving-permanency-and-sustaining-connections-for-older-youth-in-foster-care/


We know that the vast majority of children and youth 
adopted from foster care have legacies of neglect, 
abuse, loss and trauma, and while research shows 
adoption is clearly in their best interests, it also indicates 
that at least half of them will require specialized services 
to address mental health needs after adoption.   To 
ensure that these children and youth adjust positively 
and remain in their new homes, public policy should 
provide for quality Adoption Support and Preservation 
(ASAP) services – cost-effective and vastly beneficial 
alternatives to failed adoptions and children’s return to 
temporary care and uncertainty.

DAI is a leader in the field with a concerted, long-term 
commitment to the practical application and 
engagement of translating research into action to 
sustain families. In spring 2014, we released two studies 
addressing different aspects of the problem and 
pointing toward solutions: Keeping the Promise: The 
Case for Adoption Support and Preservation, funded 
by The Freddie Mac Foundation and Supporting and 
Preserving Adoptive Families: Profiles of Publicly 
Funded Adoption Initiatives, made possible by a 
generous grant from The Dave Thomas Foundation for 
Adoption.

The first work synthesized past knowledge and provided 
new DAI research from eight states and from national 
data on the extent of adopted children re-entering 
foster care, the circumstances involved in both foster 
care re-entry and adoption dissolutions, and the 
significant number of children adopted from foster care 
who require ongoing mental health services.  While 
the second provided the most extensive examination 
to date of what post-adoption services states are 
providing, who is eligible to receive them and how they 
are being funded.

To capitalize on the findings and recommendations 
from these analyses, and most importantly to ensure 
stable adoptions, prevent disruptions/dissolutions 
and promote adoptive parent recruitment, in the year 
ahead DAI will translate this research into an action-ori-
ented blueprint to achieve ASAP policy reform at the 
federal and state levels. The focus will be to develop 
and implement an ASAP policy reform campaign to 
mandate quality ASAP services, funding, and oversight.  
This action plan will be advanced in one state and form 
the basis of a model blueprint to be leveraged in other 
states.  

Advocacy Update

After months of hard work –  
including written testimony 
and letters to congressional 
committees – DAI’s advocacy 
efforts have contributed to 
the passage of a key piece 
of national legislation that 
will benefit members of our 
community.

On September 29, 2014, 
President Obama signed “The 
Preventing Sex Trafficking and 
Strengthening Families Act” 
(PL113-183) that will improve 
the foster care adoption 
incentive award structure by 
using rates instead of increases, 
augmenting the award for older 
child adoptions and creating 
an award for guardianship 
placements . It would also 
require states to calculate and 
report on savings from the 
2008 Fostering Connections 
law adoption assistance/
AFDC de-link; mandate that 
states spend twenty percent of 
savings on post-adoption and 
post-guardianship services; and 
require states to collect data on 
disruption and dissolution. 

Special thanks go to Voice 
for Adoption for its steadfast 
leadership and to all of our 
advocacy partners for making 
this happen.

Annual Report 2014

6 ADOPTION SUPPORT SERVICES

Helping Families Succeed
The Need For Adoption Support 
And Preservation Services

DAI Brings The Case For ASAP To Capitol Hill
DAI and some of the nation’s 
leading child welfare advocacy 
organizations went to 
Washington, DC on May 8, 
2014 to inform and educate 
Congress on The Current State 
of Post Adoption Support and 
Preservation Services. Held 
under the honorary sponsorship 
of Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR), the 
briefing featured presenta-
tions by DAI’s Susan Smith and 
representatives from two of our 
partner organizations, Voice 
for Adoption and the North 
American Council on Adoptable 
Children. 

In addition, three members of 
the adoption and foster care 
community addressed the 
session sharing their poignant 
personal experiences. Each 
discussed the unique challeng-
es they faced and the need for 
adoption competency education 
and treatment in their own 
lives as well as for those of 

all adopted people and their 
families.

Other sponsoring partners 
included the Center for 
Adoption Support and 
Education, Child Welfare League 
of America, Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption Institute 
and Dave Thomas Foundation 
for Adoption.

The sponsors issued a joint call 
for action with specific policy 
recommendations based on the 
following principles:

As a coalition of partners, we 
believe that creating effective 
and sustainable post-adop-
tion support and preservation 
services and making them 
available to all families who 
may need them—are primary 
challenges in the field of 
adoption and child welfare. 
An emphasis must be placed 
on making adoption preserva-
tion services available as 
an essential element of the 
adoption journey, not only 
as emergency resources. We 
collectively encourage federal 
policymakers to keep shifting 
the paradigm away from simply 
placing children in families 
for adoption to providing the 
supports that some families 
need to raise children to healthy 
adulthood. 

Align Federal Funding  
Streams to Better Incentivize 
States to Provide Post 
Adoption Services (PAS)  
to Families in Need

Federal Policy to Enable  
States to Provide  Quality PAS

Improve Federal  
Oversight to Ensure  
States Meet Obligations  
to Adoptive Families

Call to action for Congress
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http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/keeping-the-promise-the-case-for-adoption-support-and-preservation/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/supporting-and-preserving-adoptive-families-profiles-of-publicly-funded-post-adoption-services/


DAI’s Expanding Resources for Children initiative is 
focused on removing barriers to adoption by qualified 
lesbian and gay parents. Since we released the results 
of our first survey on LGBT adoption in 2003, we have 
continued to publish research on this topic, provided 
verbal and written testimony to legislatures, filed 
joint amicus briefs, delivered trainings to parents and 
professional groups and provided testimony in court 
cases. 

In February 2014, DAI’s Dr. David Brodzinsky was  
a key witness for the plaintiffs in the Deboer vs. Snyder 
gay marriage case.  For David, his DAI colleague Jeanne 
Howard - who assisted the plaintiff’s legal team - and for 
DAI organizationally, this case was different from many 
other marriage equality cases in that the best interests 
of children lay  at its heart.  

In March, Judge Bernard A. Friedman of the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, Southern 
Division agreed, overturning the state’s ban on gay  
and lesbian marriage and specifically cited David’s 
testimony as crucial:

The Court finds Brodzinsky’s testimony to be 
fully credible and gives it considerable weight. He 
testified convincingly that children’s outcomes 
depend on the factors he cited, and not on their 
parents’ gender and not on whether they are raised 
by heterosexual or same-sex couples. The quality 
of a person’s child-rearing skills is unrelated to the 
person’s gender or sexual orientation.

Putting Children First: 
Another Reason Marriage Equality Matters
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Intercountry adoption has changed 
comprehensively during the last 
few decades and is still in the midst 
of its transformation from a robust 
but largely unmonitored process 
through which tens of thousands 
of infants and toddlers moved into 
new homes annually, into a smaller 
but better-regulated system. At the 
same time, hundreds of thousands 
(and probably far more) of boys and 
girls of all ages remain institutional-
ized in countries around the globe, 
many if not most with minimal 
prospects of ever living in a family 
or reaching their potential. 

Over the last two years, DAI 
investigated the changing nature 
of intercountry adoption (ICA). 
The results were published in A 
Changing World: Shaping Best 
Practices through Understanding 
of the New Realities of 
Intercountry Adoption. The 
research, funded in part by a 
generous grant from the American 
Ireland Fund, was conducted by DAI 
Senior Fellow Ellen Pinderhughes, 
scholars at Tufts University and 
DAI’s Policy Director Georgia 
Deoudes.  Among its components 
were surveys of about 1,500 
adoptive parents, adoption 
professionals in the U.S. and other 

“receiving” countries and countries 
of origin, as well as interviews with 
senior policymakers in 19 nations. 

The study showed that a growing 
number of the girls and boys being 
adopted from other nations today 
are not the infants of adoption’s 
recent past but, instead, are older 
children with sometimes-serious 
special needs. As a consequence 
of this new reality, the study 
recommended that best practices 
be created, reshaped and 
implemented to enable all of their 
families to succeed and, for those 
with severe problems, to prevent 
the kind of distress that leads 
desperate parents to seek radical 
solutions.

DAI believes all children have a 
human right to care that facilitates 
their healthy development. For 
children not being raised by their 
biological parents, this includes the 
provision of competent caregiving 
that meets global standards. In 
situations where it is untenable 
for children to live in safety and 
stability with their birth parents, 
and when supports or extended 
family alternatives prove ineffective, 
swift placement in family-based 
care leading to adoption is optimal. 

The New Realities Of 
Intercountry Adoption

When seemingly well-intentioned 
laws, policies and practices are set 
in motion, DAI is uniquely positioned 
to take a fact-based approach to 
encouraging important shifts in 
potentially problematic approaches 
in adoption and foster care. In May, 
DAI sent a letter providing our input 
on The Children in Families First 
Act of 2013 (CHIFF/S1530) to the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
Senate sponsors, other key Members 
and the Secretary of State. Along 
with many of our friends and 
partners in the adoption and child 
welfare communities, we recognized 
that CHIFF was concerning on  
many levels.

In our letter we acknowledged 
CHIFF’s laudable goals to place 
children without families in them, 
to make intercountry adoption 
(ICA) by Americans “a viable and 
fully developed option,” and to 
“protect against abuses” and ensure 
children’s best interests in ICA. 
The unfortunate reality, however, 
was that S1530 was conceived with 
only limited stakeholder input and 
without all of the relevant research 
and data. As a result, it oversimpli-
fied the complex and multi-layered 
challenges and possible solutions 
related to international child welfare 
and created openings for the dilution 
of safeguards and best practices and 
the undermining of the best interests 
of the child standard.  

Our advocacy engagement 
included calls for congressional 
hearings on ICA and child welfare 
suggested specific amendments 
to the legislation to ensure family 
placements are in the best interests 
of children, and recommends that 
sufficient funding be allotted to 
enable robust technical assistance 
to foreign governments to build their 
child welfare infrastructures.

Advocacy 
Update
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http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-changing-world-shaping-best-practices-through-understanding-of-the-new-realities-of-intercountry-adoption/


Taste of Spring
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More than just a fundraiser, our annual Taste 
of Spring brings members of our community 
together to share stories, make new friends 
and celebrate the work of DAI. This year, some 
300 friends and supporters came together 
in Manhattan on May 5, 2014 to honor Marie 
Osmond and Executive Director Emeritus Adam 
Pertman.

We were proud to recognize Marie as an 
entertainer who has been in the spotlight for 
over five continuous decades, and an adoptive 
mom, who has used her position to champion 
issues that better the lives of children and 
families, alike, across the country and around 
the world.  We toasted Adam for his 12 years 
of dedicated service to DAI and to the entire 
adoption community.

Guests enjoyed the amazing creations of 
some of New York’s leading chefs and food 
purveyors, including 67 Orange Street, Corner 
Social, Landmarc, Laughing Man Coffee & Tea, 
Lucy’s Whey, NYY Steak, Sfoglia, The Cocktail 
Party Chef, The Writing Room, Treat House, 
and Zarela. The food was complemented by 
wonderful wines donated by Altaneve, Cognac 
One, Michael Skurnick Wines, Shea Wine 
Cellars, and Sherry-Lehmann. The evening, 
along with our CharityBuzz auction, brought 
in over $300,000 to fund our unique research, 
education and advocacy initiatives. 
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Taste of Spring 
Leadership

Honorary Chairs:  

Jane and Bill Donaldson, 

Jurate Kazickas and Roger 

Altman, Mimi and James 

W. Stevens. Honorary 

Co-Chairs: Mario Batali, 

Katie Brown and William 

Corbin, Kristin Chenowith, 

Christine Ebersole and 

Bill Moloney, Deborra-lee 

Furness and Hugh Jackman, 

Mariska Hargitay and 

Peter Hermann. Co-Chairs: 

Mike Clifford, Kimberly 

Donaldson, Barbara 

Eager, Hollis Forbes, Annie 

Lansing, Cathy Lorenz, 

Sandy McManus, Holly 

Heston Rochell, Ben Rosen, 

Lisa Selz.

http://adoptioninstitute.org/supportus/events/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/supportus/events/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/supportus/events/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/supportus/events/
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In its first 25 years, the internet 
has had a profound impact on 
how we communicate, how 
we learn, how we work and so 
much more. No group of people 
understands this better than 
the adoption community.  It has 
instigated profound, permanent 
changes for millions of people 
touched by adoption, and for the 
institution of adoption itself.

For the last few years, DAI 
has assumed a leadership 
role in conducting research to 
understand these historic changes 
and in taking action to serve 
(and protect) children, families 
and professionals as families 
and individuals face the joys and 
complexities of adoption as well 
as the dark side of adoption and 
child protection with the exposure 
of re-homing and other deceptive 
practices.  

In April 2014 the entire nation 
was engrossed by the story of 
the “Burger King baby.” Katheryn 
Deprill used the new tools of 
social media to find the woman 
who had left her 27 years earlier 
in a fast food restaurant. Katheryn 
took to Facebook in an attempt 
to find the woman who had given 
her life and the response was 
electric. Within hours, thousands 
had forwarded her picture and 
story. Within days, a very happy 
reunion was being viewed millions 
of times online.

But not all stories linking adoption 
and the internet are happy ones. 
Last fall, Reuters released a 
series of reports detailing the 
troubling situation in which a 
small number of adoptive parents 
around the U.S., feeling unable 
to cope with the severity of their 
children’s problems, are using the 
internet to move them into new 
families without any professional 
guidance, support, monitoring, 
supervision or regulation in a 
process known as “rehoming.” 

It is difficult to describe the extent 
to which the internet is changing 
everyday realities of adoption 
– and the lives of the millions of 
people it encompasses – without 
using words that sound hyperbol-
ic. Social media, search engines, 
blogs, chat rooms, webinars, 
photo-listings and an array of 
other modern communications 
tools, all facilitated by the internet, 
are transforming adoption 
practices, challenging current 
laws and policies, and offering 
unprecedented opportunities and 
resources.

In 2012, DAI recognized a need 
in the community. People were 
coming to us asking for fact-based 
information that would help 
them navigate the opportunities 
and complexities of the internet. 
We committed ourselves to a 
multiyear, multifaceted effort that 
would involve research, education 
and advocacy in an effort to serve 
our community and to bring about 
reform.

To date, DAI has produced two 
research reports that examined 
the issues and offered recommen-
dations for reform. We have 
shared our findings widely with 
agencies and other professionals, 
participated in conferences and 
received wide-spread attention in 
the news media.

In an unprecedented lawsuit, 
Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan charged an online 
adoption provider with violating a 
state statute designed to protect 
children, expectant parents and 
prospective adoptive parents 
during the adoption process. She 
also sent letters to Yahoo and 
Facebook, asking the cyberspace 
giants to police their sites for 
problematic activities. The Illinois 
suit filed in fall 2013 was the first 
concrete legal action taken against 
the kinds of legally and ethically 
dubious activities. Wisconsin 
and Florida have joined Illinois in 
holding legislative hearings.

Over the next year, DAI will 
expand this critical work by 
bringing information directly to 
the people who need it most, in 
clear language without the jargon 
and in highly usable formats. We 
are currently putting together a 
series of “users guides” targeted 
to professionals, those consider-
ing placing children, first/birth 
parents, adopted persons and 
adoptive family members that 
will provide them with the unique 
tools they need to make the 
internet work for them.
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Temporarily
Restricted

Unrestricted Totals 2014

Support and Revenue

Contributions: 
Cash Unrestricted

– $ 766,680 $ 766,680

Temporarily Restricted 289,535 – 289,535

Less: Direct Costs of Special Events – 55,378 55,378

– 711,302 1,000,837

Contributions – Services – 10,962 10,962

$ 289,535 $ 722,264 $ 1,011,799

Program Service Income 67,299 67,299

Training Fees 595 595

Speakers’ Fees – 8,063 8,063

Investment Income –  153 153

– $ 76,110 $ 76,110

Net Assets Released From Restrictions: 
Satisfaction of Program Restrictions

248,938 248,938 –

Total Support & Revenue $ 40,597 $ 1,047,3312 $ 1,087,909

Expenses

Program Services – 778,924 778,924

Supporting Services:
General and Administrative

– 190,730 190,730

Fundraising – 176,605 176,605

Total Supporting Services – 367,335 367,335

Total Expenses – $ 1,146,259 $ 1,146,259

Change in Net Assets 40,597 98,947 58,350

Beginning Net Assets 318,740 421,216 739,956

Ending Net Assets $ 359,337 $ 322,269 $ 681,606

Statement of Activity
FY 14 (ending 6/30/14)

http://adoptioninstitute.org/pubs_cat/media-the-internet-adoption/
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We have made every 
effort to recognize all 
individuals, foundations 
and corporations 
who have generously 
contributed to The 
Donaldson Adoption 
Institute during the 
past fiscal year ( July 1, 
2013 – June 30, 2014). 
Please accept our 
sincere apologies if 
we have inadvertently 
omitted or incorrectly 
acknowledged your 
gift. Please let us know 
of any corrections by 
contacting Development 
Director William Boltz 
at (212) 925-4089 or 
wboltz@adoptioninsti-
tute.org. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE BOARD 

Why did you become 
involved in DAI? 
I do lots of public speaking and 
occasionally had used DAI’s 
papers to gather reference 
materials.  In 2006 the Institute 
released a paper titled  ‘Protecting 
The Rights & Well-being of 
Birthparents.’  That paper really 
got my attention.  I’d never 
seen anything written that was 
devoted to examining the needs 
of first/birth parents.  I began 
pursuing DAI, offering my services 
in whatever way they saw fit.  I 
must admit, while I’ve been active 
throughout my life in numerous 
volunteer capacities, I’ve never 
hounded anyone, to the point of 
nearly begging to get involved.  I 
very much wanted to be part of 
an organization that was willing 
to focus on the most overlooked 
members in the adoption triad.

What does DAI mean to you?
I’ve worked tirelessly for more 
than twenty years to educate 
therapists and the public to the 
realities of those of us living in 
the family of adoption.  DAI gives 
me hope. Now with the creation 
of the Lynn Franklin Fund, I know 
DAI’s work on the behalf of first/
birth parents will continue.

How did you become 
involved with DAI?
As an adopted person and an 
adoptive father, adoption is very 
personal to me. In 2002, I wanted 
to learn more about the adoption 
world and understand how I could 
get involved and make an impact. 
I contacted DAI and began getting 
to know the organization by 
volunteering.

What have you learned 
from DAI?
DAI has taught me just how many 
facets there are to adoption and 
the amazing personal stories for 
all those who are birth parents, 
that have adopted, been adopted, 
or struggled with the process.  I 
feel so fortunate to work with 
such a passionate and talented 
group at DAI who are committed 
to making adoption issues more 
understood, transparent and 
easier for all involved.  It is made 
more special now to be able to 
share the organization with my 
Daughter and family.  I am proud 
to be a part of DAI.

What brought you to DAI? 
I joined the Board of DAI to give 
back in some meaningful way for 
the incredible gift of my daughter, 
Sophie.  That was 10 years 
ago and, over the intermittent 
years, I realized I was part of an 
organization where not only could 
I fulfill my goal to give but, as an 
adoptive parent, I truly became 
a beneficiary of DAI’s mission 
and work. I adopted Sophie as a 
single parent. I was somewhat 
fearful and nervous and, although 
lovingly supported by family and 
friends, I felt rather alone in the 
process.  DAI gave me a sense of 
a shared family and opened my 
eyes to the adoption triad of birth 
parent, adoptive parent and the 
child being adopted and to the 
formation of families in many 
ways – what’s important is that 
they are formed.

How has your service to 
DAI changed you?
In knowing this just isn’t about 
me and my family.  We are a 
microcosm of a greater world and 
greater work.  I have loved being 
part of DAI and its work and being 
able to share it with everyone 
touched by adoption, directly or 
indirectly.

Leslie Pate Mackinnon Doug Mehne Kathleen Hricik



Our work to improve adoption 
and foster care could not 
continue without the support 
of those who share our 
commitment to promoting 
ethical, research-based laws, 
policies and practices.

Please consider advancing our 
unique initiatives by making a 
tax-deductible donation.
We invite you to click on the 
DONATE button when you visit 
www.adoptioninstitute.org or 
contact us at (212) 925-4089.
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