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Dear DAI Friends,

A year ago, we wrote about the exciting changes under way at The Donaldson Adoption Institute (DAI). Over 
the last twelve months, we have embraced a bold new strategic vision, announced plans for a dynamic public 
initiative and undertaken much-needed work across our programmatic pillars. We have welcomed new members 
to our Board and to our staff. And in the midst of all of this, we recorded the most financially successful year 
in DAI history.

At the center of all of this activity was DAI’s recommitment to better serving the needs of all members of our 
community: first/birth parents, adopted people, adoptive families, people impacted by the foster care system, 
and the professionals who serve them. We spent the year reflecting on the accomplishments of our first twenty 
years and asking ourselves the tough questions about the hard work that remains. Our research has yielded 
scores of policy and practice recommendations, yet too many families still struggle and too many children 
remain in foster care. While progress has been made, we have not moved far enough fast enough. An ambitious 
agenda for reform has emerged.  

While DAI is not a direct service provider, our role is to provide the tools, the information and the public visibility 
that enables professionals to do their jobs more effectively, more ethically and more authentically as they 
support families and individuals. 

We also realized a new spirit of leadership and collaboration was needed to propel DAI forward. With that in mind, 
we created the new DAI Council of Advisors. The overarching purpose of this group is to harness diverse 
expertise and experience from across the adoption and foster care adoption spectrum to inform and expand 
our work.

Finally, we reached out to like-minded groups who share our commitment to supporting all families. We 
actively engaged organizations in the adoption world to educate and advocate on behalf of critical reforms 
such as access to birth records and medical histories, increased funding for post-adoption services and re-
fundability of the adoption tax credit. This year, for the first time, we broadened our coalition, partnering with 
organizations outside of our traditional sphere in order to advance agendas seeking greater human dignity, 
civil rights and stronger families.

We believe reframing the conversation and changing perceptions, inspiring more solidarity and advocating 
for the changes needed set DAI apart. As we put all of this in motion and see the transformations taking 
place, we know families will be stronger. Strong families build strong communities and strong communities 
build a better world for us all. 

Our thanks to everyone who has helped to place DAI on this new path—most especially the community members 
who have shared their needs, hopes and concerns. We would be remiss if we did not publicly thank our donors 
whose financial contributions demonstrate their tangible support of our new vision. Last, but certainly not 
least, heartfelt thanks to our remarkable and stalwart Board of Directors, whose wisdom and vision guide
us every day.

A New Vision
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Since 1996, The Donaldson Adoption Institute (DAI) has worked to improve the lives 
of children and families across the country and around the world through research, 
education and advocacy that has led to better laws, policies and practices. But, even 
after decades of research and the collective work of DAI and others, our current system 
still too often treats adoption as if it’s nothing more than a one-time transaction. 
Adoption is not a transaction. It is a lifetime transformation.

In 2014, DAI stepped back to reflect on our progress. The good news: DAI has established 
trust from decades of unbiased, evidence-based research driving best practices in 
support of families and professionals, credibility among decision-makers because 
of the quality of our research, respect for being willing to pose and investigate hard 
questions, and distinction for approaching our work with passion and purpose. The 
tough reality: twenty years, forty publications and 180+ recommendations haven’t 
catalyzed the big changes needed. DAI has the history, credibility and inspiration  
to do more.

That is why DAI has begun an exciting new initiative, Let’s Adopt Reform. Beginning 
with a groundbreaking public opinion research study, DAI will educate and raise 
awareness about adoption, inspire solidarity within the adoption community and 
advocate for evidence-based policy changes.

DAI is hosting a four-city National Tour to educate and raise awareness about adoption 
and foster care adoption in the twenty-first century. Before a live and virtual audience, 
experts and community members will explore DAI’s new public opinion research and 
discuss the topics that matter most today: access to original birth certificates, uniform 
options counseling, pre- and post-adoption services, openness in adoption and much 
more. These Town Hall events will reflect DAI’s overall vision to move from a transactional 
to a transformational approach to adoption and foster care adoption and to strengthen 
all families.

Now underway, we invite you to visit our special website, www.letsadoptreform.org, 
for updates and to share your own adoption experience in our interactive gallery.
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Why We Care

Research NoteAdvocating for Change

Beyond the Obergefell Decision

The definition of family is evolving. More and more families 
are blended through divorce. Couples are conceiving through 
surrogacy. The percentage of families that are multi-racial and/
or multi-ethnic is, literally, growing exponentially by the day. 
Evidence-based policies and practices for families united by 
adoption can pave the way for stronger families and commu-
nities overall. New, modern family values will not only better 
support our most vulnerable children now, but will also forge 
new territory for all families. Researching, advocating and edu-
cating on the modern family and providing practical resources 
for individuals, families, professionals and policymakers was a 
major focus of DAI this year.

In keeping with DAI’s bold new vision, we committed to taking 
a leadership role in bringing together diverse constituencies 
to advocate for policies and practices that strengthen today’s 
families. A key focus for DAI this past year was advocating 
for equality in adoption for members of the lesbian and 
gay community. Our unique role and position enabled DAI 
to reframe the conversation around marriage equality by 
shining the spotlight on the needs of children. In partnership 
with other leading child welfare organizations, the Human 
Rights Campaign, and advocacy groups, DAI sought to work to 
achieve a common goal of ensuring the well-being of children 
and building strong families.

DAI was lead amicus on a brief filed March 6 by law firm Mintz, 
Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. with the U.S. 

Since our founding, research has been at the center of all of 
our varied programs and projects. DAI is known and respected 
widely because our work is always evidence-based. In 2015 
this heritage continued with several research projects under-
way or completed.

The landscape of the American family continues to rapidly 
change. In today’s modern world, our thinking surrounding 
who constitutes family and how families come together is 
always evolving. With these changes, we know that all families 
can benefit from quality support, particularly those who have 
the unique experience of coming together through adoption 
and foster care adoption. In order to provide the right tools 
and support needed to strengthen families, we must first 
understand the space where today’s modern family lives. And 
that is why DAI commissioned Dr. David Brodzinsky to develop 
an important new data set that will enhance knowledge 

DAI, along with the Child Welfare League of America, North 
American Council on Adoptable Children, and Voice for 
Adoption issued a joint statement affirming that lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) parents are as well suited 
to raise children as their heterosexual counterparts. Drawing 
upon a host of research conducted by DAI and others, the po-
sition statement asserts that children who grow up with one or 
two parents who are gay or lesbian fare as well in emotional, 
cognitive, social, and sexual functioning as do children whose 
parents are heterosexual. The statement emphasizes the fact 
that attempts to prevent LGBT individuals or couples from 
parenting, based solely on their sexual orientation or gender 
identity, is not in the best interests of children.

The Modern Family

Supreme Court in the case Obergefell, et al. v. Hodges, et al., 
which challenged the constitutionality of same-sex marriage 
bans in states under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. The brief focused on the harmful 
impact of state same-sex marriage bans on adopted children 
and the child welfare system in the United States.

June 26, 2015 will long be remembered as the day America 
took another giant step forward on the road to full equality 
for all of her citizens. On that day, the U.S. Supreme Court 
held that marriage was a right to be enjoyed by everyone. It 
marked the triumph of love, human dignity and acceptance of 
difference over ignorance and fear. It gave validation and legal 
protection to millions of people in non-traditional families.

General
Public

First/Birth
Parents

Adoptive
Parents

Adopted
People

Foster
Parents

Foster
Alumni

73% 74%
70% 72%

79% 78%The Question: Do you agree that prospective adoptive 
parents should be evaluated on their qualifications, not 
their sexual orientation, marital status, race, ethnicity
or religion?

DAI’s Position: Adopting a child is not an entitlement. It 
is a privilege that should come only after careful assess-
ment of an individual’s or couple’s appropriateness to 
provide a safe and loving home. This assessment must 
be based on a person’s qualifications, not their sexual 
orientation, marital status, or any other elements related 
to their personhood that have no bearing on their ability 
to provide love and nurturance to a child.

Public Opinion Research

surrounding the different experiences of Modern Adoptive 
Families (MAF).

The MAF data set seeks to expand upon existing knowledge 
while also contributing new facts and information to the em-
pirical literature. For example, best practices in adoption today 
dictate that openness and honesty make for a healthier family 
experience. The MAF asked respondents to discuss these kinds 
of issues in some detail, and researchers led by Dr. Brodzinsky 
are currently examining the data to see how this is playing out 
across different types of adoption for example, private vs. public 
and adoptions by heterosexuals and non-heterosexuals.

Parenting today can be complicated. For families that come 
together through adoption, the experience may have added 
layers of complexity. What is true is that the majority of parents 
are working hard to make sure they are raising children with a 
healthy sense of themselves and a sense of love and security 
from their families. Our role as a society is to keep up with the 
changing family dynamic, continue to encourage dialogue that 
explores the experiences and needs of diverse families and 
respond in ways that ensure strength and resilience for the 
extended family of adoption.

These data will provide researchers a tool for further exploration 
of questions pertinent to the experience of adoption, as well as 
to enhance knowledge of the unique intricacies of the modern 
adoptive family. From there, it is important to ensure policies 
and practices are reflective of these realities and that families 
have the support and tools needed to stay strong. Strong 
families build strong communities and strong communities 
make a better world for all of us.

Some states this past year sought to pass “religious freedom” 
bills, which would allow agencies that provide adoption services 
to deny them to LGBT prospective parents based on their 
religious beliefs. DAI, along with the North American Council on 
Adoptable Children and Voice for Adoption, provided a letter 
of opposition to these measures, citing the need to evaluate 
prospective adoptive parents based on their qualifications, not 
their sexual orientation or gender identity. DAI staff made our 
case to the broader public with opinion pieces that emphasized 
the need for equality in the adoption process. In turn, DAI’s 
work was cited in a variety of news stories and publications 
surrounding this topic area.
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Source: Adoption Perceptions Study; DAI and Research In Kind, 2015

The amici include some of the most respected nonprofit 
organizations dedicated to improving child welfare policy and 
practice. Joining DAI in signing the brief were the Center for the 
Study of Social Policy, Child Welfare League of America, First 
Focus, North American Council on Adoptable Children, and 
Voice for Adoption.

The brief argued the crucial point that adopted children in 
states that prohibit same-sex couples from marrying and 
adopting jointly (or adopting as “second parents”) have legal 
ties to only one parent, and consequently, those children and 
families suffer numerous and profound harms.

Our friends, the Shaffron-Davis Family. Read more on our Adoption 
Experience Gallery.

http://www.letsadoptreform.org/research/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/dai-press/dai-leading-child-welfare-organizations-amici-on-brief-filed-with-u-s-supreme-court-urging-consideration-of-harms-to-adopted-and-waiting-foster-children-from-bans-on-same-sex-marriage/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/today-a-commitment-to-families/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/impact/practice-research/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/publications/the-modern-adoptive-families-study-an-introduction/ 
http://www.letsadoptreform.org/adoption-experience/


The Adoption Experience

Why We Care

Reframing the Conversation

Openness in Adoption

Access to Original Birth Certificates

Focusing on the entire adoption community (first/birth parents, 
adopted people, adoptive parents and extended families of all), 
DAI works to improve the adoption experience and strengthen 
families by promoting healthy identity in adopted people, 
safe guarding the rights of parents (expectant, first/birth and 
adoptive) and educating practitioners, professionals and policy-
makers. Research in this area is crucial to our work, but so too 
is a focus on personal narrative. Experiences matter to DAI. 
We believe that people are most inspired to act when we join 
together data with the stories of real people.

Dr. Amanda Baden is an Associate Professor in the Department 
of Counseling and Educational Leadership at Montclair State 
University in New Jersey. She is a licensed psychologist with a 
clinical practice in Manhattan. Her research and practice focus 
on adoption triad members, transracial/international adoption 
issues, racial and cultural identity, and multicultural counseling 
competence. She is on the editorial board of Adoption Quarterly 
and co-chairs the Biennial Adoption Initiative Conferences in 
New York. She is a columnist for Families with Children from 
China journals across the U.S. and she is an editor of the book 
The Handbook of Adoption: Implications for Researchers, Practi-
tioners, and Families. In 2005, she received an Angel in Adoption 
award from the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute. 
She is one of the founding members of DAI’s Council of Advisors.Many times the work we do and the issues we address seem 

limited to a small group of people and too often we have 
difficulty gaining traction as we advocate in Washington and 
state capitals. We know that nothing could be further from 
the truth, and as part of our reflecting and rethinking we have 
made reframing the conversation and changing perceptions 
one of the central tenets of our efforts. Adoption is often seen 
as a “niche issue” and many fail to recognize the connection to 
bigger, complex societal issues—and the very real notion that 
the definition of family is evolving. Making matters even more 
challenging, dramatic depictions and a celebrity culture around 
adoption has left the impression that it is a one-time event as 
opposed to a life-long journey.

How long have you been working in adoption research/reform?
I began doing adoption research while a graduate student 20 years ago. I started by studying the identity 
of transracial and international adoptees and have continued in that line of research. I have also expanded 
my work to include adoption competence, counseling for the adoption kinship network, and other adoption-
related topics.

How has your personal adoption experience inspired or influenced your work over the years?
I am an adult transracial and international adoptee. I was adopted from Hong Kong and raised by white 
parents who were in a mixed-faith marriage. My personal experiences have undoubtedly influenced my 
work. I have been able to understand the dynamics of adoption in a way through the lived experiences 
that I have as well as the experiences that have been shared with me by my peer adoptees. I am also an 
adoptive parent and, although that role is newer, I have been able to understand the adoption experience 
in an additional way that informs my understanding of adoption even further. To truly understand the im-
pact of adoption, I believe we must really explore the meaning we make of our heritage as well as the lived 
experiences we have that are affected by our various identities. Heritage and our identities are heavily 
influenced by race, ethnicity, and culture and too often the literature minimizes these issues. My work has 
been centered on explicitly looking at the multiple and mixed influences that race, ethnicity, culture, and 
adoption have on identity development among adoptees.

Why do you think the search and reunion project is an important one at this time?
So many adoptees and birth parents have embarked on searches and have been frustrated and blocked 
as they attempted to get information about their heritage. The attitudes toward adoption continue to 
reflect fear and suspicion toward those who search for birth family ties. As more states begin to move toward 
changing policy and allow access to original birth certificates, this is the perfect time to reform and recon-
figure current practice and training for those who assist with searches and reunions. However, to achieve 
this reform and to support searchers, we must first understand what current practice is for search facilitators. 
This project will allow us to better understand the training, experiences, and practices of those who do this 
important work.

If you could change one thing about adoption what would it be?
If I could change anything, it would be attitudes about adoption. I would work to decrease adoption stigma 
by raising awareness of all of the judgmental and pathologizing attitudes toward adoptees, first parents, 
and adoptive parents.

This past year, DAI has focused on expanding the dialogue 
surrounding the concept of openness in adoption and en-
couraging greater support and education for families (first/
birth and adoptive) as they navigate these new relationships 
in their lives. DAI’s curriculum, “Openness in Adoption: What A 
Concept,” was piloted to a group of adoption professionals at 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children in New York 
earlier this year. DAI also provided two training seminars to 

DAI continues to advocate for the right of adopted persons to 
access their original birth certificates upon reaching adulthood. 
DAI recently provided commentary to the Costco Connection, 
an online and print newsletter that reaches over eight-million 
households. DAI provided the “Yes” position in their informed 
debate section surrounding whether or not adopted persons 
should have access to their original birth certificate. DAI continues 
to work to support efforts in a variety of states that are seeking 
to pass legislation allowing this access. This past year, we 
provided letters of support for groups in Texas, Pennsylvania, 
New York and Missouri to name a few. Currently, the majority 
of states do not allow adopted persons to access this vital 
document upon reaching adulthood. Approximately sixteen 
states allow adopted persons to request their original birth 
certificate in varying degrees, from full access to access with 
certain restrictions. New Jersey currently is the next state to 
allow adopted persons to access their original birth certificate 
(with some restrictions); the New Jersey law will take effect on 
January 1st, 2017. Efforts are underway in many states to advocate 
for the basic human right of adopted persons to access this 
core document. DAI will continue to support advocates in the 
passage of legislation that allows adopted persons to access 
their original birth certificate just like their non-adopted peers.
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pre- and post-adoptive parents through the Spence-Chapin 
Modern Family Center. Openness in adoption has increasingly 
become the norm, however it is critical that families have the 
knowledge and tools in place in order to experience openness 
in a way that is child-centered and strengthens the entire family. 
DAI’s new curriculum, “Openness in Adoption: What a Concept,” 
will be available for download on our website. We are committed 
to spreading the spirit of openness throughout all areas of 
adoption. Specifically, we are working to make sure that all we 
know about the positive value of openness is brought into 
foster care adoption.

The Question: Do you support adopted persons’ right to 
access their original birth certificates?

DAI’s Position: Every state should immediately restore 
unrestricted access for adopted persons to obtain their 
original birth certificate. From there, we must ensure 
resources are in place for adopted persons who may 
desire support as they obtain this information.

Public Opinion Research

Profiles from the Field: Dr. Amanda Baden

6 Source: Adoption Perceptions Study; DAI and Research In Kind, 2015
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Foster Care Adoption

Why We Care

The world of foster care is vast and complex. So much work still 
needs to be done at all levels from reforming a system that 
increasingly relies on psychotropic drugs to finding out the best 
parenting style for foster parents as they face emotional and 
behavioral challenges due to previous abuse, neglect and trauma. 
Because there is so much to be done, DAI focuses efforts in this 
area on adoption from foster care. We do things like support 
federal adoption tax credit and shine a light on the difficulties 
of children aging out of care. All of our work is designed to help 
these most vulnerable children receive quality support and safe, 
loving and permanent families.

Advocating for Change

Families for All

Unfortunately, today money plays a prominent role in adoption. 
Children need quality homes and too often the high costs 
associated with adoption are a barrier to placement. There are 
perceptions and realities of market forces determining which 
children are left behind. DAI is tackling this problem through 
research and policy advocacy. 

For example, DAI sits on the Executive Committee of the Adoption 
Tax Credit Working Group. The group advocates for legislation 
to ensure the adoption tax credit is inclusive, permanent and 
refundable for families that adopt children with special needs. 
Although the adoption tax credit is currently permanent, it is not 
refundable. Forty-six percent of families who adopt children 
from foster care are at or below two-hundred percent of the 
poverty level and often are unable to take advantage of the 
adoption tax credit if it is not refundable. DAI supports family 
preservation as optimal, however we also must ensure pathways 
for those children waiting in foster care for the love, support 
and permanency of family. Legislation has been introduced 
this past year that would make the current adoption tax credit 
fully refundable. Advocacy efforts are underway from a 
coalition of child welfare organizations and others to secure 
passage of this bill.

Currently, over 100,000 children are awaiting the permanency of adoption in the United States foster care 
system. It is critical that we take steps to widen the pool of qualified parents for waiting children, while also 
ensuring the right resources and support are in place to ensure the well-being of children and families. In 
addition, the most recent statistics indicate that over 22,000 children exited the foster care system without 
a permanent family. Children who “age out” of foster care in the absence of support are at great risk for 
poverty, homelessness, involvement with the criminal justice system, and a host of other difficulties. Given 
the ever-growing need for qualified foster homes, all states should be creating pathways to increase their 
pool of qualified parents, not limit them. And all states should ensure that children being raised by same-sex 
parents are entitled to the same rights, privileges and protections as children being raised by heterosexual 
parents. DAI will continue to urge our supporters to stand with us in opposing any law, policy or regulation 
that treats families unequally and harms children and to advocate for equality in the adoption process. 

DAI is also actively training professionals to deal with the new realities of family today. For example, lesbians 
and gay men now have the right to marry and adopt in almost all states, yet too often they are confronted 
by professionals who are still playing by the old discriminatory rules whether out of indifference, lack of 
knowledge or prejudice. Our role is to turn the evidence and best practices from unbiased research into 
more practical tools.
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The Question: Do you think all potential adoptive parents 
should be evaluated on the same set of rigorous criteria?

DAI’s Position: National standards are needed to uniformly 
regulate the critical elements of the adoption process. 
This includes the home study assessment and training of 
prospective adoptive parents, counseling and services to 
expectant parents facing an unintended pregnancy, post- 
adoption support, and other significant aspects of this 
process. Ultimately, these standards would ensure the 
safety and well-being of children and strengthen families. 

Public Opinion Research
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Source: Adoption Perceptions Study; DAI and Research In Kind, 2015
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/afcarsreport22.pdf


Susan Notkin is Associate Director at the Center for the Study 
of Social Policy (CSSP) where she manages their work in child 
welfare systems reform. In this capacity, she advances CSSP’s role 
in promoting responsive, progressive public policies for children 
and families involved in the child welfare system. She leads CSSP’s 
Youth Thrive, a multi-year national initiative, which works to 
promote the healthy well-being and development for all youth, 
with a particular focus on youth in foster care. She is a recipient 
of the LEAD! Award from Women and Philanthropy for her work 
to improve the child welfare system and combat domestic 
violence. DAI is honored to have Susan as our Board Chair.

What inspired you to dedicate your career to improving child welfare? 
I have worked on a wide range of social reform issues for almost forty years. In 1980 I was working for 
the Wisconsin Department of Health and Social Services, overseeing the State’s child protection and child 
abuse and neglect prevention programs. The more I looked at the research and talked to workers, parents, 
advocates and children, the more I was convinced that a family’s ability to nurture their children was at the 
heart of preventing most of the social problems we face as a nation. And the more I learned, the more I 
perceived that most families want to be good parents and have high aspirations for their children and that 
the State was no substitute for a family. Children need to be raised by families–ideally their own biologi-
cal family but where that was not possible they need to be connected to a life-long family either through 
adoption or guardianship. Working to make that happen has defined the work that I do.

One of your major interests is children aging out of foster care. How serious is this problem?
Each year almost 30,000 youth exit from foster care without a permanent family. The outcomes for these 
young people are dire: higher rates of homelessness, criminal justice involvement, teen age pregnancy, 
and lack of an education and skills to meet their financial needs. This isn’t surprising. Just imagine any 
eighteen or twenty-one year old—even youth who have had all kinds of advantages—being on their own 
without a family to rely on for advice, comfort or support. Succeeding without family support would be 
difficult for any young person. I firmly believe that we have a moral responsibility to these young people to 
ensure that they have the relationships and opportunities that all youth need in order to thrive—and the 
number one thing that the research says youth need is a lifelong caring adult in their lives.

What can be done to help these children and young adults?
The first thing we need to do is to ensure that no child spends their childhood in foster care and that no 
youth exits foster care without a family. All efforts should be made to help strengthen families to care for 
their children. And for those children who need to come into foster care, all efforts should be made to 
reunify the child with his/her family. States need to offer subsidized guardianship programs for families 
who are taking care of their relatives. But when reunification is not going to be possible we need to move 
towards some kind of legal or relational permanency for the child. In many of those situations, birth parents 
can often play a role in preparing the child for a new permanent family. 

For older children and youth, we need to explore whether it would be better for them to stay connected in 
some way to their family of origin. Too often we set up youth to reject adoption as an option because they 
see it as a rejection of their family. This is where open adoption needs to become a real option for youth. 
We also have to stop accepting a youth’s rejection of adoption as definitive. Workers need to keep returning 
to this option. 

What are the impediments to adoption out of the foster care system?
There are many barriers to adoption out of the foster care system. Some states preclude LGBTQ people from 
adopting which significantly restricts the pool of adoptive families. In fact LGBTQ individuals are more likely 
to adopt a child from foster care than others. Another barrier is that many prospective parents always imag-
ined adopting a baby and they may not even have considered adopting a five year old or an eighteen year 
old. Families are often hesitant to adopt a child who may have suffered from abuse and neglect and who has 
spent multiple years in foster care. They may understandably worry about the impact of these experiences 
on the child’s development and life chances. And, unfortunately, few states provide adoptive families with 
the physical and mental health supports that these children and their adoptive families may need. That’s 
why post-adoption services are so necessary. Finally, many child welfare systems haven’t figured out how to 
balance the fact that while we don’t want courts to create legal orphans we also don’t want children to wait 
unnecessarily long when an adoptive home is available and when reunification is not possible. That’s where 
court reform plays a role. Courts need to aggressively and more intentionally pair services to the individual 
needs of families to give them the best chance at reunification, and when that is not possible, to move swiftly 
to another permanency option.

Profiles from the Field: Susan Notkin
Sometimes the way we ask a question dictates the answers we get. So instead of asking youth whether they 
want to be adopted workers need to ask: Would you like someone to celebrate your birthday? To support 
you through your triumphs and challenges? To be with you at high school graduation? To be there during 
times of need? And we need to ask these questions over time so that youth have the time to consider their 
options and understand the possibilities that adoption presents.

Source: Census 2010 and 2009-2011 American Community Survey Data

http://www.cssp.org/about/staff
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Adoption Support Services

Why We Care

Family needs do not end when an adoption is nominally “finalized.” Unregulated child custody transfers, also known as “rehoming,” 
is the most recent and disturbing example of what can happen when families are not properly prepared and supported before, 
during and for many years following an adoption. DAI works to increase access to quality pre- and post-adoption services in order 
to ensure strong and stable families. Even one child rehomed is one child too many. And we believe that all adoptive families, 
not just the most obviously vulnerable, can benefit from access to quality support in order to address some of the challenges 
adoption may bring.  

The Question: Should unregulated child custody transfers 
(rehoming) be illegal?

DAI’s Position: One child rehomed is one child too many. 
Every state must immediately enact statutes that deem 
this practice illegal while also requiring the necessary 
pre- and post-adoption support. As a community, we must 
all ensure the resources are in place for families who 
need them in order to ensure the safety and well-being 
of children. 

Public Opinion Research

Advocating for Change

ENDING REHOMING

DAI issued a joint statement with our 
partners, The Center for Adoption Support 
and Education, Child Welfare League of 
America, Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption Institute, Dave Thomas Foun-
dation for Adoption, North American 
Council on Adoptable Children, and Voice 
for Adoption to respond to the critical 
issue of unregulated child custody trans-
fers. The statement affirmed the need 
for greater protections for adopted 
children nationwide through improved 
policies to prepare families for adoption, 
as well as increased and coordinated 
investments in support services after 
adoption. In addition, we were consulted 
by the Government Accountability Office 
to offer our expertise as it issued the U.S. 
government’s formal report on this 
terrible practice.

FIGHTING UNJUST DEPORTATIONS

The issue of deportation of adopted 
persons has made headlines this past 
year, with several instances of adults—
adopted internationally as children—
facing deportation because their parents 
did not acquire citizenship for them after 
their adoptions were finalized. DAI has 
advocated alongside adoptee-led groups 
and coalitions to ensure that persons 
who were adopted as children by U.S. 
citizens are able to remain permanently 
in the only country they know as home. 

ADVOCATING FOR FAMILIES

In New York State, DAI is piloting a project 
in collaboration with other child welfare 
organizations and advocacy groups. The 
aim of this initiative is to increase funding 
and establish a legislative mandate for 
post-adoption services and develop data 
collection on these services’ use and 
impact. Based on the experience in New 
York, DAI will develop a guide and model 
for replication in other states. This work 
will continue throughout 2016.
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In the News

Under Construction...

DAI believes that news coverage and access to timely information 
drive awareness and, ultimately, the ability to influence positive 
change. Widely recognized as a leading authority on issues related 
to adoption, DAI is often featured in major media outlets. Each 
day, we monitor and share news developments in adoption and 
foster care to keep practitioners, advocates and those touched 
by adoption informed.
 
For example, in March, an Arkansas lawmaker brought the issue 
of rehoming to renewed national attention when he and his 
wife transferred custody of their adopted daughters to a new 
family without utilizing regulated oversight channels. One of 
the girls was subsequently sexually abused in the new home. 
The story recently appeared on ABC News 20/20. DAI was 

In early 2016 DAI will launch a new microsite, “Building Strong 
Families: Advancing Post-Adoption Services.” Under devel-
opment for much of this year, the purpose of this site will be 
to provide advocacy tips and tools, aggregate news and 
resources to educate the public, and provide clear information 
surrounding the importance of quality post-adoption education 
and support services. 
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Source: Adoption Perceptions Study; DAI and Research In Kind, 2015

Source: Census 2010 and 2009-2011 American Community Survey Data

contacted by 20/20 producers prior to the show to provide 
background information on rehoming as well as emphasize the 
need for pre- and post-adoption support and education.

http://www.letsadoptreform.org/research/
http://adoptioninstitute.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Joint-Statement_Responding-to-Rehoming-Protecting-Children-Strengthening-Adoptive-Families_June2015.pdf
http://adoptioninstitute.org/news/twenty-problems-with-2020s-coverage-of-the-justin-harris-rehoming/


Taste of Spring

The 12th Annual Taste of Spring celebrated 
DAI’s first 20 years of achievements and 
shared excitement over our limitless future. 
We were proud to recognize the contributions 
of DAI founders, Bill and Jane Donaldson, as 
well as “surprise” honoree Kim Donaldson. 
Without their long-standing and on-going 
commitments, there simply would be no DAI.

We were also thrilled to publicly thank Chef 
Marc Murphy for all he has done to make 
Taste of Spring a major event. For years now, 
his pasta has been the hit of the party and 
we were grateful for all of the time and energy 
he gives DAI.

The New York-area adoption community once 
again came together to share experiences, 
make new friends, and most importantly show 
their loyal support to DAI. Guests enjoyed 
the amazing creations of some of New York’s 
leading chefs and food purveyors, including 
67 Orange Street, The Ainsworth, The Chester, 
The Cocktail Party Chef, Corner Social, Les 
Trois Petits Cochons, Landmarc, Laughing 
Man Coffee & Tea, Lucy’s Whey, Lulu’s 
Nitrogen Ice Cream and Zarela. The food was 
complemented by wonderful wines donated 
by Altaneve, D’usse, Sherry-Lehmann and 
Xavier Flouret. The evening, along with our 
CharityBuzz auction, brought in a record- 
breaking amount to fund our unique research, 
education and advocacy initiatives. 
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Taste of Spring Leadership

Honorary Chairs: Jurate Kazickas 
and Roger Altman, Mimi and James 
W. Stevens.
Honorary Co-Chairs: Mario Batali, 
Kristin Chenowith, Christine Eber-
sole and Bill Moloney, Deborra-lee 
Furness and Hugh Jackman, Maris-
ka Hargitay and Peter Hermann, 
Marie Osmond and Steve Craig. 
Co-Chairs: Mike Clifford, Kimberly 
Donaldson, Barbara Eager, Hollis 
Forbes, Annie Lansing, Cathy Lo-
renz, Sandy McManus, Holly Hes-
ton Rochell, Ben Rosen, Lisa Selz
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Benefactors
$25,000 and above

Greg Ammon

Jane and William H.
Donaldson

Jurate Kazickas and
Roger Altman

Matthew B. Kline

Stephen Schwarzman

Lisa and Bernard Selz

Mimi and James Stevens

Patrons
$10,000 to $24,999

Michael Clifford and 
Robert Levy

Geraldine R. Dodge 
Foundation

Barbara and John Eager

Theodore Eckert

Hollis and Jim Forbes

Kingdon Capital

Annie and James Lansing

Lion’s Pride Foundation

Anne and Vincent Mai

Sandy and Michael
McManus

Prudential Financial, Inc.

Teneo Holdings

Anastasia Vournas and 
William Uhrig

Sponsors
$5,000 to $9,999

Franci Blassberg and 
Joseph Rice

William Boltz and William 
Erhardt

Kenneth Cole Foundation

The Barbara Dorsch 
Foundation

Jennifer Evans and
G. Jackson Tankersley, Jr.

Guest Services, Inc.

The Jackman Family 
Foundation

Dan W Lufkin

William E. Simon
Foundation

Stewards
$1,000 to $4,999

Ann and Michael
Adornetto

Laura and Sharyar Aziz

Mary and Thomas
Besanceney

Aimee Simon Bloom

BNY Mellon

Lisa Bostwick

Christine and Robert Brill

Elizabeth Brill and Brian 
Nguyen

Mina and Van Burger

Sheila and Randall Scott 
Burkert

Andrea Compton

Ingrid and John Connolly

Deborah and Philippe 
Dauman

Jane and Mike DeFlorio

Jennifer and Richard 
DeMartini

April Dinwoodie

Kimberly Donaldson

Lisa D’Urso

Kristen and Stephen Fealy

Lynn C. Franklin

Jeffrey Gates

Richard Jenrette

Marceil and John Kazickas

Kenyon Charitable
Foundation

Cheryl Klauss

Tara and Jeff Liddle

Cathy and Kevin Lorenz

Stephanie and James 
Marver

Rand Mason

Dina Merrill and Ted 
Hartley

Marianne and Steven Mills

Pam and Guy Minetti

James Mitarotonda

Jackie and Alan Mitchell

Anne and Charles Mott

Trish and Todd O’Donald

Meredith and Robert 
Ohmes

Debra Oppenheim and 
Herb Schneider

Stephanie and Adam 
Pfeffer

Heidi and Richard Rieger

Holly Heston Rochell

Anthony Romero

Kimberly and Ben Rosen

Angela and Joseph Scalice

Susan and Craig Schoon

Laura Michelle Smith and 
John Olson

Spence-Chapin Services to 
Families and Children

Leila Straus

Susan and Jeffrey
Sussman

Barbara and Frederick 
Taylor

Joan and John Toffolon

Georgia Wall and Donald 
Gogel

Fran and Barry Weissler

Maud and Jeffrey Welles

Sherrie and David Westin

Kevin Williams

Linden and D. Scott Wise

Sustaining Friends
$500 to $999
Diana and Brian Anderson

Sarah and Douglas Baird

Eleanor and Edward 
Bloom

Lori Beecher and Marc 
Burstein

Cara Cassino

Christina Deoudes and 
Peter Hawley

Stephanie and Edward 
Donaldson

James Dougherty

Judith Friedman

Jeffrey Gage

Jill and Pritch Garrett

Nathalie Kaplan

Beverly and Michael 
Kazickas

Patricia Kyle

Claire and Stephen Lewin

Leslie Pate Mackinnon

Gail and Joseph McEvoy

Microsoft Matching
Gifts Program

Charles Myers

Susan Notkin and Eric 
Lee Haralson

Deborah and Jack Pasini

Beth and David Petcove

Cindy and Jim Pool

Cynthia and Bud Rogers

Patricia and Derek 
Schuster

Mimi and Drew Shea

Susan and Peter
Solomon

Joana Stuebes

Leah and Sean Walton

Friends
$250 to $499

Didi and David Barrett
Maureen and William 
Barton

Joshua Blum

Pamela Brocious

Susan Casdin

Robert Chirlian

Karen and John
Donaldson

Brian Dunne

Eleni and Randall
Gianopulos

Joan and Byron Gross

Lorraine Hricik

Shaun Kelley

Nancy McGaw and
Ricardo Campoy

Cordelia and Carl
Menges

Elizabeth J. Metcalf

Judith and Mark Minter

Lisa Caputo and Rick 
Morris

Andrew O’Connor

Arlene Oliver and
Stephen Brady

Elizabeth Peabody

Nancy Phillips and
Thomas Dunne

Terri Polk and Andrew 
Lombara

Sarah Reynolds

Linda Schupack and 
David Good

Oren Sendowski

Andrew Simon

Brian Snow

Natalie and Eiko Stange

Heidi and Hardie Stevens

Susan Sullivan

Dr. Sandra Turner

Elizabeth and Winslow 
Tuttle

Jason Watts

Associates 
Up to $249

Anonymous

Our Donors and Contributors

Thank You to Our Donors!
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Kadijha Bagby and
Vincent Williams

Chandler Bemeise

Brenda Bishop

Ben Brasch

Christopher Cattani

Combined Municipal 
Campaign of the United 
Way of New York City

Georgia D. Cummings

Debra Duchin

Ellen Durant

EarthShare

Christine Field and
Timothy Mitchison

Andrea Hurst

Elizabeth L. Johnson

Jo Ann and Bruce Kellogg

Andrea and Patrick 
Keneally

Judy Kennett and Alan 
Lambert

Amanda Leef

Dorothy Leef

Carol Lutfy

Jacqueline and J. Daniel 
Martin

Candace and Michael 
Monaco

Frances Montgomery

Curtis Ann Nelson and 
John L. Redford

Joanna and Lawrence 
Noble

Dorothy Norbie and 
Douglas Linkhart

Janice  and Michael 
Notkin

Amy O’Connell

Catherine Olian
Andrea and Ken
Robertson

Glenn A. Rodriguez

Adele and George Spira

Bob Gruen

Jeanne and Skip Hansford

Jurate Kazickas

Kenneth Chen Portraits

Landmarc

Annie Lansing

Laughing Man Coffee

Les Trois Petits Cochons

Cathy Lorenz

Lucy’s Whey

Lulu’s Nitrogen Ice Cream

Sandy McManus

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,
Glovsky and Popeo P.C.

Marie Osmond

The Peninsula Hotel, New 
York City

Plush Fashion Styling

Ray Griffiths Fine Jewelry

Holly Heston Rochell

Kimberly and Ben Rosen

Seth Rudetsky

San Pietro

Lisa Selz

Sherry-Lehman Wine and 
Spirits

The St. Louis Rams

Kim Stevens

Stratton Mountain Resort

Sugarella Sweets

Jack Sussman

Three Islands Lifestyle

Karl Franz Williams

Xavier Flouret

Zarela

Alan Zucker

We have made every effort 
to recognize all individuals, 
foundations and corpora-
tions who have generously 
contributed to The Donaldson 
Adoption Institute during the 
past fiscal year (July 1, 2014-
June 30, 2015). Please accept 
our sincere apologies if we 
have inadvertently omitted 
or incorrectly acknowledged 
your gift. Please let us know of 
any corrections by contacting 
Deputy Director William Boltz 
at (212) 925-4089 or wboltz@
adoptioninstitute.org.

Jonathan Stopol

Karen and David Talbot

Alex Tanguay

DAI thanks the following 
individuals and businesses 
for their generous non- 
monetary donations that 
helped us advance our work.

67 Orange Street

The Ainsworth

Alice + Olivia

Altaneve

Amali Restaurant

Amanda Baden

Lily and Doug Band

Mario Batali

The Board of the Donaldson 
Adoption Institute

Deb and Richard Brennan

Cakebread Cellars

CBS

Kristin Chenoweth

The Chester

Mike Clifford and Robert 
Levy

The Cocktail Party Chef

Corner Social

David Beahm Design

Desire by Mikolay

April Dinwoodie

Kimberly Donaldson

D’USSÉ

Barbara and John Eager

Christine Ebersole

Jennifer Evans and 
G. Jackson Tankersley, Jr.

Excel Sports Management

Fatty Sundays

Hollis and Jim Forbes

Deborra-lee Furness and 
Hugh Jackman

Amber and Harold Gooding
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http://www.nycharities.org/give/donate.aspx?cc=2898


Greg Ammon

Mike Clifford

Kim Donaldson

Barbara Eager

Jennifer Evans, Vice President

Hollis Forbes, Treasurer

Lynn C. Franklin, Secretary

Jurate Kazickas

Board and Staff/Financials

Board of Directors

Staff

The Board of Directors, comprised of adoption professionals, academics, adopted 
people, adoptive parents, first/birth parents, business leaders and other people con-
cerned about adoption, governs the Adoption Institute’s operations and activities.

April Dinwoodie
Chief Executive

Kadijha Bagby
Project Coordinator

William Boltz
Deputy Director

Diana Dedeian
Office Manager 

Georgia Deoudes
Senior Policy and Advocacy
Consultant

Ana Elisa Franco
Intern

MaeMae Moloney
Intern

Kim Paglino
Program Director

Brenda Romanchik
Project Lead, Options Counseling

Leslie Pate Mackinnon

Sandy McManus

Douglas Mehne

Betsie Norris

Susan Notkin, Chairperson

Ben Rosen

James W. Stevens

Kim Stevens
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