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FIvE yEArs oF growth In our work, 
stAFF … AnD ImpAct
A Message from the Executive Director

The Adoption Institute has come an extremely long way, in every 
respect, in the last five years. In fact, we’ve got our strongest 
staff and board ever; we’re more financially secure than we’ve 
been in a very long time; and, most important, we’re doing 
more and better work – and are having a greater impact – than 
at any period in our history. 

Obvious words like “proud” and “happy” and even “relieved” spring to 
mind as a result. And one other important word, too: appreciation. Because 
we could not have reached this point without the help of many individuals 
and organizations.

First and foremost, a deep bow to the generous, supportive members of 
our Board of Directors, and especially to Sandy Kresch, my extraordinary 
colleague and friend who is entering her last year as Board President. 
Without her, we simply wouldn’t be where we are. So, on behalf of everyone 
she has helped and enriched during her tenure, I want to express our 
heartfelt gratitude. A huge “thank you” as well to our two agency supporters 
– Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children, which created the 
Institute as an independent entity just over a decade ago, and The Cradle, 

(continued on page 14)
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NEWSNEWSin the President’s Letter
The past five years have been eventful for the Adoption 
Institute. Looking back, they represent the transition from a 
start-up idea, powered by the passion of a small number of 
zealots and the generous financial backing of the Board of 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children, to a stable 
institution that has significant impact every day on the millions 
of people touched by adoption.  

As we move past our 10th anniversary year and look forward to our 
second decade, much has changed. Having led the way in gathering and 
disseminating objective information about best practices in adoption, 
the internet has brought an explosion of resources to help families and 
professionals understand how adoption works and what are the critical 
issues in the field, along with an even greater need than before for filtering, 
quality control, and a professional assessment of what are best practices.  
After engaging the field in critical discussions about ethics in adoption early 
in our history, the Institute continues to push the edge of the envelope, 
providing catalytic leadership to the dialogue about what is needed to 
assure ethical practice.

Perhaps the most important change from our early days is our movement 
beyond research and analysis into proactive advocacy in support of 
policies and practices intended to assure the best possible outcomes for 
everyone involved with adoption. From our traditional fact-based approach 
to identifying best practices, we’ve begun to make a real difference in 
peoples’ lives, promoting tangible solutions in areas as diverse as increasing 
the available options for forming permanent families for children who need 
them, opening birth records so that adoptees can gain access to medical 
information, protecting the rights of birthparents, and advocating for more 
sensitive treatment of adopted children in schools. The Adoption Institute 
has helped to define the standards for implementing the Hague Treaty in 
the field of international adoption, worked with media professionals and 
educators to move beyond negative stereotypes, and developed innovative 
training materials to help adoptive parents understand the issues unique to 
building families through adoption.

I am extraordinarily proud of our impact on policies and practice over the 
past five years and of the momentum that will sustain our impact for years 
to come. There are exciting new initiatives in the works today as well as 
ambitious plans for the future.  

These accomplishments would not have been possible without the 
passionate leadership of our Executive Director, Adam Pertman, and our 
formidable staff of dedicated professionals, including some of the best 
minds in the adoption field.  I am grateful for the support of an exceptional 
Board of Directors, who have provided the wise guidance and incalculable 
resources that have enabled us to build this unique institution. They have 
contributed significantly to assuring that our work is of the highest quality 
and that the funding is available to drive continued growth and impact.

Sandra Kresch

(continued on page 15)

The Adoption Institute is unique in 
its independent, knowledge-based 
activities designed to improve 
attitudes, laws, policies, and practices. 
We provide accurate information 
and up-to-the minute research 
to professionals, practitioners, 
researchers, and triad members across 
the U.S. and in other nations. The 
most public aspect of our efforts is 
through the media, which we strive to 
inform in an effort to fulfill our mission 
of improving the lives of the millions of 
people for whom adoption and foster 
care are an everyday reality. Following 
is a small sample of the Adoption 
Institute’s recent impact, both on the 
media and through them:

The Institute’s most recent research 
report, entitled “For the Records,” 
has been covered by hundreds of 
newspaper, television, radio and 
internet outlets far and wide, from 
Australia to Russia to nearly every state 
in the union – including high-profile 
stories featuring our Executive Director 
on “CBS Evening News” and National 
Public Radio’s “Talk of the Nation.” 
As a consequence, the Institute has 
instigated the most extensive national 
dialogue ever on one of the most 
important and controversial questions 
in the adoption world: whether adopted 
people, once they become adults, 
should have access to their original 
birth certificates. Most important, 
this unprecedented work has already 
generated plans in several states for 
on-the-ground changes in law and 
policy – and the Institute is planning 
major next steps to give adoptees the 
same rights as all other Americans 
receive as a birthright. 

“As an adoptee I think your institute is doing a wonderful service.”
-Gary Lichty

(continued on page 3)
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Meanwhile, many individual adoption 
agencies are re-evaluating, altering 
and updating their policies and 
practices relating to women and 
men who place their children for 
adoption as a consequence of our 
report entitled “Safeguarding the 
Rights and Well-Being of Birthparents” 
– which was the subject of news 
stories throughout the United States, 
as well as in newsletters, internet 
postings and other venues that reach 
professionals and policy-makers. In 
addition, two training programs that 
educate professionals in adoption 
counseling incorporated the report into 
their curricula, and the Child Welfare 
Information Gateway (a program of the 
U.S. Children’s Bureau) placed a link to 
our report on its highly regarded Web 
site.  

Yet another important, widely 
disseminated (and used) study by 
the Institute, “Expanding Resources 
for Children in Foster Care,” not only 
has received widespread coverage – 
thereby reaching the eyes and ears 
of legislators and policy-makers – but 
also has been incorporated into the 
advocacy work of agencies, activists 
and even lawsuits; in fact, its findings 
were key to a successful suit in 
which the Arkansas Supreme Court 
unanimously struck down a state 
regulation that had banned foster 
parenting by gays and lesbians. Our 
study also is being utilized in a joint 
project by the Child Welfare League of 
American and Lambda Legal.  

MISSION AND PRINCIPLES
After more than a year of discussion and analysis by Board and staff members, 
the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute is pleased to announce the revision of 
its original mission statement to more accurately reflect the organization’s current 
scope and direction. Our mission statement builds upon the Institute’s reputation 
as a reliable source for critical knowledge about adoption, while also focusing on 
its role in providing catalytic leadership to advocate for and implement substantive, 
systemic change. The refined language also establishes a context for the Institute’s 
work, both for internal guidance and external understanding of the organization. 
The mission of the Adoption Institute is now: 

“To provide leadership that improves laws, policies, and practices – through sound 
research, education and advocacy – in order to better the lives of everyone touched 
by adoption.” 

The Adoption Institute has also developed five guiding principles and values, based 
on research and best practices in the field of child welfare. These are:

Every child needs and deserves a permanent family.•	
Adoption is a natural, beneficial way to form a family.•	
Everyone’s needs in the extended family of adoption must be respected.•	
Openness and honesty are critical; deception and coercion are •	
undermining.
Practices must adhere to high ethical standards and be free from •	
profiteering.

PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS
The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute has been highly successful in its more 
than 10-year history, with a wide range of high-impact initiatives that have informed 
and influenced state and national laws, adoption policies, agency practices, and 
public attitudes. In the last five years, the Institute has solidified and expanded 
its reputation (and, consequently, its influence) as an independent, trusted voice 
among professionals, policy-makers, the media, and individuals and families for 
whom adoption is a reality of everyday life. 

Over the past five years, the Adoption Institute has continued to produce 
accurate, research-based information on cutting-edge issues – along with 
books, web site content, conferences, and written materials – with the goal of 
providing professionals, families, and policy-makers with the knowledge and 
practical perspectives needed to improve laws and policies; as well as to educate 
practitioners in order to promote better practices and ethical standards. Through 
other unique initiatives, the Institute has also become a “go to” source for the media 
when they are researching and reporting stories related to adoption and foster care. 
Further, the Institute works to encourage employer support for and knowledge 
about adoption and foster care, and it provides teachers and other school personnel 
with accurate information so they can give all their students – including those 
touched by adoption and foster care – the best prospects of success.

“Since I subscribe to the Institute’s email newsletter, I am always amazed 
and grateful for the wonderful articles on adoption – my special interest 
being attachment. I appreciate all that you and the Institute are doing for 

the adoption community.”

-Lorrie Bowser

continued

(continued on page 4)
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Programs & Projects continued

NEWSNEWSin the
Another recent Institute report, 
“Adoption in the Schools: A Lot to 
Learn,” was widely disseminated 
through the media and other means; 
as a result, schools around the country 
are using its findings to improve their 
lesson plans and, most important, 
their understanding and treatment of 
children who were adopted or in foster 
care – thereby giving all boys and 
girls a better opportunity to learn and 
succeed. And the Institute also was 
central in a nationwide campaign that 
ended with the cancellation in 2005 of 
Fox Television’s reality show “Who’s 
Your Daddy?” – which offended a 
great number of members of adoptive 
families and professionals in the field. 
The primary means to accomplishing 
that end was the press: news accounts 
spurred by the Institute appeared 
nationwide, commentaries by Adam 
Pertman and Hollee McGinnis were 
published in the Christian Science 
Monitor and the Los Angeles Times, 
among other publications, and 
Pertman’s comments were cited in 
scores of television, radio, and print 
stories in this country, including in the 
New York Times, and internationally in 
nations including Australia, Ireland, and 
Great Britain. 

Our work not only has broad and deep 
impact, but also stands the test of 
time. For instance, a groundbreaking 
Institute report entitled “Unintended 
Consequences” was based on the 
most extensive research to date on the 
issue of unsafe infant abandonment. 
Several years after being issued (even 
as we currently are updating it), the 
report continues to receive media 
attention and, consequently, has 
altered the debate on whether 

(continued on page 5)

HONORS AND AWARDS
As a consequence of our exemplary work, the Adoption Institute and its staff have 
received numerous honors and awards over the past five years. 

These include:

•   Congressional “Angel in Adoption” award in recognition  of the 
“organization’s unique role in improving the lives of the millions of 
Americans affected by adoption.” 

•   The Institute’s web site (www.adoptioninstitute.org), which averages 60,000 
visits a month, was rated by Forbes magazine as one of its “Best of the 
Web” for 2007. 

Executive Director Adam Pertman’s many honors include: 

Lifetime Achievement Award
from the Florida Adoption Council 

Special Friend of Children Award
from the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

The Dave Thomas Center for Adoption Law’s first award 
for “the nation’s greatest contributor to public understanding

about adoption and permanency issues” 

The President’s Award
from the African American Cultural Council of Virginia

The Adoption Community of New England’s
Friend of Children Award

The Family Builder Award 
from the American Fertility Association

“Dear Adam, I have been meaning to let you know how excited 
I’ve been about the publication of the study ‘safeguarding the rights 

and well-Being of Birth parents.’ It’s long overdue and deeply important. 
I do lots of training of therapists and agency workers and it has become 

a staple of the material I hand out at these events. your talk and this study 
have inspired me. the work is so important, and, as you said, never ends.” 

-Leslie Pate Mackinnon

Five-Year Retrospective 
(continued from page 3)
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“hello, Adam. I would be remiss if I don’t credit you 
for the superb work the Institute is doing under your leadership.”

-Paul Sachdev
Emeritus Professor of Social Work

Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada



NEWSNEWSin the
so-called “safe havens” in fact solve 
this difficult national problem. 

The Institute’s findings – which have 
been included in scores of news 
reports, and about which our Executive 
Director is regularly interviewed by 
journalists – have informed the debate 
with data and analysis that were 
lacking before, have led to greater 
knowledge that has altered law and 
practice, and have demonstrated the 
value of infusing knowledge into policy 
debates that are too often framed 
solely by emotional (and aberrational) 
stories.  

Below is just a small sampling of the 
major print, broadcast, and radio 
outlets in which the Adoption Institute 
has been quoted or interviewed: 

Print Media

The New York Times, Boston Globe, 
USA Today, Washington Post, 
Los Angeles Times, Associated Press, 
Christian Science Monitor, Washington 
Times, St. Petersburg Times, Daily 
News, Newsday, International Herald 
Tribune, Globe & Mail (Canada), 
Hindustan Times (India), Herald Sun/
Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne, 
Australia), Mirror (U.K.), Moscow Times 
(Russia).

Broadcast

“Oprah,” ABC News “Good Morning 
America,” NBC News “Today 
Show,” ABC “World News Tonight,” 
ABC “Inside the Newsroom”, CNN 
“Anderson Cooper 360 Degrees”, CNN 
“Connie Chung Tonight”,  CBS Evening 
News, CBS News “Morning Show,” 
ABC News “Nightline.” 

RESEARCH AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The Adoption Institute conducts critically important research to improve policies, 
laws, and practices in the field of adoption. Here is a sampling of our projects over 
the past five years:

“Adoption in the schools: A Lot to Learn”
This report – the first of its kind in the field – points out that, as adoption becomes 
increasingly normalized, more and more adoptive families are confronting 
challenges when their children attend school. Educating the educators, the report 
says, is vital because “children should not be less understood or more stigmatized 
simply because of the type of family they happen to be in.” The report offers 
recommendations for meeting these unique challenges, including having educators 
set the tone for acceptance of adoption as a valid, mainstream way to build a 
family; using sensitive, positive, language; altering lessons or curricula that may 
be challenging for children from non-traditional families; and advocating for an 
adopted child if the situation requires it. Educators around the country already are 
utilizing these and other recommendations, even as we work to implement them 
systemically.

“For the records: restoring a right to Adult Adoptees”
This policy paper – the start of a broader national project – is the result of the 
broadest, most extensive examination to date of the various issues related to state 
laws governing adult adopted persons’ access to their original birth certificates 
and/or adoption records. The information and recommendations in this paper 
are drawn from a review and analysis of past and current state laws; legislative 
history in states across the country; decades of experience on relevant issues; and 
the body of research relating to sealed and open records on the affected parties. 
Among its findings are that prohibiting adopted people from obtaining their personal 
information raises significant civil rights concerns, and that in those states that now 
allow access, there is no evidence it has been detrimental to adopted persons or 
birthmothers. Our goal is nothing less than to improve every state’s laws so that all 
adopted adults can get their own personal, medical and genealogical information.

“safeguarding the rights and well-Being of Birthparents 
in the Adoption process”

This initiative is the most extensive effort to date to understand contemporary 
infant adoption generally, and birthparents in particular. A white paper, released 
in November 2006, has stimulated a national debate, has had a broad impact on 
knowledge in the field, and has already helped to reshape professional practices 
around the U.S. According to the report, parents who choose adoption for their 
infants do not have their rights and needs sufficiently addressed in U.S. law and 
practice - largely because of misconceptions about who these women and men are 
- and they invariably fare better when they have information about and/or contact 
with the children they bore.

“Listening to parents: overcoming the Barriers 
to the Adoption of children from Foster care”

This initiative was designed to improve children’s prospects of moving into 
permanent, loving families – and to ensure that those families remain intact. 
The “Listening to Parents” paper, released in March 2005, received broad praise 
nationally for identifying major systemic barriers and highlighting ways to improve 
the process for families seeking to adopt foster children. It has become the basis for 
proposed federal legislation, improved understanding by practitioners, and better 
practices at agencies around the U.S. 

continued
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The Institute’s commitment to broadening the 
pool of adoptive families for waiting children also extends 
to several additional projects. Those include two current 
ones – on helping boys and girls who “age out” of the foster 
system and on dealing better with transracial adoption 
from foster care – as well as two projects that have already 
been completed:  “Expanding Resources for Children: Is 
Adoption by Gays and Lesbians Part of the Answer for 
Boys and Girls Who Need Homes?” published in March 
2006 with funding from the Gill Foundation and the Human 
Rights Campaign; and “Adoption by Lesbians and Gays: A 
National Survey of Adoption Agency Policies, Practices, and 
Attitudes.” The first report found no child-centered reason 
to prevent gays and lesbians from becoming adoptive 
parents, and recommended that gay and lesbian parents 
be utilized more extensively to provide permanent, loving 
homes for children living in state care across the country; 
the second found that most agencies are open to working 
with gay and lesbian prospective adoptive parents, but 
need help determining best practices for doing so. Both of 
these initiatives have been widely referenced in news stories 
by journalists, in the establishment of some state practices, 
and in the daily work of practitioners around the United 
States. New funding from the David Bohnett Foundation 
will enable us to continue this important work, including the 
creation of resource materials for agencies working with gay 
and lesbian adoptive parents.

In addition, the Adoption Institute has written a number of 
policy briefs to inform adoption professionals, journalists 
and policy-makers on critical and timely issues, and 
thereby help to shape better policies and practices in key 
professional areas. These include:

“Intercountry Adoption in Emergencies: The Tsunami 
Orphans,” (2005), which outlined best practices in 
responding to the immediate and long-term needs of 
children left without parental care in the aftermath of human 
and natural crises. Those included giving first priority to 
the children’s immediate physical and emotional well-
being; attempting to reunite them with their families; using 
community or family-based solutions before institutions; 
and respecting their cultural, ethnic and national traditions.
 
“Safeguarding Interstate Adoptions: The Interstate Compact 
on the Placement of Children” (2005), which found that 
existing laws caused unnecessary delays and hindered 
desirable interstate placements of children in the foster 
care system, and which was used to help shape new laws 
regulating the placement of children across state lines.

“Unintended Consequences: ‘Safe Haven’ Laws are 
Causing Problems, Not Solving Them” (2003), which 
showed that these laws not only do not solve the 
problem of unsafe infant abandonment, but actually may 

encourage women to conceal pregnancies and then 
abandon infants who otherwise would have been placed 
for adoption through established legal procedures or been 
raised by relatives, and can have other serious negative 
consequences and undermine established child-welfare 
and protection practices. The report, which is now being 
updated, has been widely used in the media and state 
legislatures in efforts to shape better practices and laws 
relating to infant abandonment. 

In 2008 and beyond, with the help of additional funding 
sources, the Institute will continue to conduct original 
research, synthesize and analyze current findings, and work 
to implement what we learn in order to better the lives of the 
millions of people touched by adoption. For example:

This year the Institute will publish the first part of its 
Adoptive Parent Preparation initiative, which includes 
training modules for practitioners to prepare prospective 
adoptive parents in critical areas such as addressing the 
potential mental health issues of adopted children. This 
project will also include education and resource guides for 
adoptive parents. 

Our cutting-edge, multi-year project entitled “Beyond 
Culture Camp: Promoting Healthy Identity Formation in 
Adoption,” funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, will 
be released in early 2008. This unprecedented work will 
promote better policies and practices for practitioners, while 
helping adoptive parents – and adopted people themselves 
– to support positive identity formation.

For more information about our programs and projects, 
please visit the Institute’s website at:
 www.adoptioninstitute.org.  

ADVOCACY
Advancing Adoption Research, Policy and Practice

Over the past decade, the Adoption Institute has become 
a widely respected catalyst for initiating positive change in 
the adoption world. Over the last five years, the Institute 
staff and Senior Research Fellows have given testimony 
at the state and federal levels, written influential letters to 
lawmakers on a wide range of issues relating to adoption 
and foster care, been interviewed by scores of journalists 
for articles about adoption and foster care, and provided 
additional information in person and through studies and 
other documents on important topics including issues 
of race in foster care adoptions, adoptions by gays and 
lesbians, adult adopted individuals’ access to their birth 
records, and infant “safe haven” abandonment laws, among 
many others. 

Moving forward, the Adoption Institute will 
devote the next three to five years to strengthening our 
leadership in initiating, implementing, and bringing to 
fruition tangible, positive, and systemic changes in the fields 
of adoption and foster care. We will be greatly assisted 

Five-Year Retrospective 
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EVAN B. DONALDSON ADOPTION INSTITUTE, INC.
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES*

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2007 WITH COMPARATIVE TOTALS FOR FY 2006

Temporarily Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

Support and Revenue: FY2007 FY2008

  Contributions $170,814 $110,500 $281,314 $233,758

  Special Events - Net  454,668  454,668  408,072 

  Speaker fee income  6,304  6,304  13,221 

  Publication income  3,617  3,617  8,801 

  Royalties  1,662 

  Interest and divident income  24,223  24,223  5,782 

  Realized loss on investment  (330)  (330)

  Unrealized gain (loss) on investments  (922)  (922)  5,298 

  Net assets released from restrictions  37,505  (37,505)  _________  _________ 

 Total Support and Revenue:  695,879  72,995  768,874  676,594 

Expense:

  Program  470,339  470,339  345,334 

  General Administrative  89,234  89,234  78,890 

  Fundraising  166,697  166,697  145,227 

Total Expense:  726,270  726,270  569,451 

Change in Net Assets  (30,391)  72,995  42,604  107,143 

Net Assets - Beginning of Year $589,666 $5,000 $594,666 $487,523

New Assets - End of Year $559,275 $77,995 $637,270 $594,666

income

expense

As this chart illustrates, the past five years have been a time of growth 
and of increasing financial strength for the Adoption Institute. 7

* If you would like a copy of our complete audited financial statement, please contact 
Laura James, External Relations Director, at 212-925-4089; ljames@adoptioninstitute.org.
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Thank You to Our Donors!
Contributors to the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute      July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007

BeneFACTorS 
$20,000 and above
 
Altman/Kazickas Foundation 
  and Jurate Kazickas 
  and Roger Altman   
Arcus Gay & Lesbian Fund 
American Home Mortgage 
  Investment  
The Cradle 
David Bohnett Foundation    
Jane and Bill Donaldson 
Prudential Financial    
Rosie’s For All Kids 
  Foundation  
Spence-Chapin Services to 
  Families and Children 
One Anonymous Gift  
 
PATronS
$10,000 to $19,999 

CBS Corporation    
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 
Lehman Brothers    
Missy and Marshall Carter    
Seth Matlins    
Northern Trust Company    
Caroline Fitzgibbons 
  and Tad Smith 
James Stevens    
The Thomson Corporation 
Tiedemann Investment Group 
  and Tiedemann Trust Company
 
SPonSorS
$5,000 to $9,999 
  
Barington Capital Group    
Barbara and James Bode    
Van Vechten Burger, Jr.    
Priscilla Newman 
  and Ron Cappello 
Kimberly Donaldson 
  and Andre Kiksoki
Endeavor Talent Agency    
Guest Services 
Infinia Group LLC 
Sandra Kresch and Sam Hagler 
Anne and Vincent Mai    
Judith McGrath    
Sandy and Mike McManus 

John Olson     
Mr. and Mrs. Tom O’Neill  
Franci Blassberg 
  and Joseph Rice 
Savings Bank Life Insurance   
  Company of Massachusetts 
Anne Schmelzer     
United Talent Agency    
 
STewArDS
$1,000 to $4,999 
  
Beverly Alexandre    
Julia and James Alexandre 
Virginia and Austin Beutner 
John Birkelund    
Donna Olshan 
  and Peter Bonventre
Heather and Skip Brittenham 
Maryann and Andy Bugas
Henry Buhl     
Anthony Burke    
Randall Burkert    
Jody and Jonathan Bush     
John Castle    
Andrea and Tim Collins
Creative Artists Agency    
The David Geffen Foundation 
Barbara and Richard Debs  
Robert Dewey, Jr.    
Michael Dodd    
Stephanie and Edward 
   Donaldson    
Matthew Donaldson    
Chiara and Benjamin Edmands 
EMK Press    
Jeanne Fisher    
Christine and John Fitzgibbons  
Douglas M. Fleming    
Georgia and Don Gogel 
Helen Godin    
Peter Goldberg    
Eugene Golub    
Erica and Henri Gourd    
Dean Grinsfelder     
Peter Guber    
Susan and Murray Haber     
Nedenia Hartley    
Gates Helms Hawn    
DeVerille Huston     
Kathy and Bill Hybl
Joan and John Jakobson
Laura James  

   

Richard Jenrette     
Paul Kessenich    
Frederick Klingenstein    
Katharine S. Legg    
Peter Levine     
Karin F. Luter    
Nancy and Howard Marks    
Verina Mathis-Crawford    
Cordelia and Carl Menges
Claire and Charlie Miner
Pam and Guy Minetti 
James Mitarotonda    
Anne and Charles Mott     
Arthur F. Muldoon    
Arthur Peponis    
Chris Peterson    
Hilary Rosen
Alan Rubin
Elaine Sargent     
Schlosstein-Hartley Family   
  Foundation    
Susan and Craig Schoon    
Sara and Axel Schupf    
Cathy and Michael Shraga
Martha and Robert Simms  
Christine Solomon    
David M. Solomon    
Barbara and Frederick Taylor
Anthony Terracciano  
Randy Vallen    
Lee S. Varon    
Verizon
Lawrence Vitale     
Anastasia Vournas    
Stewart Wallace    
Curtis Welling     
Sherrie and David Westin     
The Whitehead Foundation 

SuSTAInIng 
FrIenDS
$500 to $999 
  
Didi and David Barrett    
Dorothy and George Belshaw 
Janet Lyons and Dennis Berger 
Mary Besanceney    
Aimee and Joseph Bloom 
Bruce Boyer    
Sarah Brezavar    
Sara and Jim Clarke   
Anne and Sean Coffey    
Kristine and Josh Collins    
Cathy and Peter Connick
Patricia Cook    
Suzanna De Baca    
Alexandra Diamond 
  and Jeff Fuisz   
Alison Diamond    
Adrian Doherty, Jr.    
Fran and Rich Eigendorff 
Bonnie A. and John H. 
  Emmons, Jr.    
Kristen and Tom Evans    
Peggy Farley 
Families with Children from   
  China of Greater New York 
Lisa and Stephen Fitzgibbons  
Gioia and John Frelinghuysen 
Howard Ganek    
John Gildea    
Daniel Gross    
Kelly and Franklin Harris   
Samuel Hartwell    
Mary and Jim Hoch
Kathleen Hricik    
James Hunt    
JR Williams Charitable Trust 
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Carol Kellermann     
Jonalie and Michael Korengold
Amy Kuhn 
Karin and David Kuhns
Patricia Kyle    
Susan Levine and Jim Lauer
Dana Lichty    
Serge and Caroline Lussi 
Susan and Ben Machtiger
Mary and Brad Marvin
Elizabeth and David McCreery
Louise and Joe Parzick   
Martha and Mark Patricof    
Elizabeth Peabody     
Amie Rappoport McKenna 
Ann Reese    
Glenn Rogers    
Alexandra and Louis Rose    
Amy and Craig Schiffer    
Brenda Scott    
Elizabeth Newman
  and Thomas Silberstein    
Bonnie Spinazze    
Jeffrey Sussman     
Caitlin and John Tashjian  
Joan and John Toffolon
August Vlak    
Paula Weiner    
Maud Welles    
Catherine Willmott 

FrIenDS
$250-$499 

Lisa and David Barr    
Mia Hye-ri Baik     
Carolyn Berger    
Gene Bernstein    
Andrew Blum    
Tracy and Robert Boyle, Jr. 
Tom and Chessie Breen
Lori Beecher and Marc Burstein 
Ronald Cami    
Allison and Richard Carey  
Claire and Brennan Carley    
Tacey and Jim Carroll
Julie and Francis Chang    
Beverly Chase    
Mari Cochran  
Linda and Sean D’Arcy    
Georgia Deoudes    
Karen and John Donaldson  
Thomas Dunne   

Lynn Franklin 
Judith and John Friedman  
James Gaither    
Valerie Garten    
Faith Gay    
Susan Goldman    
Golenbock Eiseman Assor Bell 
  and Peskoe LLP    
Joan and Sheldon Gross    
David Hubbard    
Susan Humphreys    
Jewish Communal Fund    
Erica and Doug Jones    
Leslie Larson and Don Katz 
Elena Kornbluth    
Vanessa Lemme    
Stephen Lewin    
Lutz and Carr Certified Public  
  Accountants, LLP    
Leola MacDonald     
Jessica Malkin    
Amy McDonald    
Ruth McRoy, Ph.D.    
Allison and Roberto Mignone 
Edwina and John Millington 
Carla and John Morris    
Susan Notkin    
Liza Page Nelson     
Lisa Pinto    
Cindy and Jim Pool
Judy Rice    
Nina and Greg Richter
Linda Schupack     
Nicole and Matt Steckler    
Taran and Roy Swan    
Mary and Richard Thaler    
Lorraine and John Tuohy
Kathleen Weigel    
Marlissa and John Westerfield

ASSoCIATeS
up to $249 
  
Kenneth Abel     
Adoption Associates    
Trudy Baltz    
Elizabeth and Doug Banbury 
Heather Bankoski    
Evan Basalik    
Susan and Rod Benedict
Leslie Benning    
Darcy Bentley    
Neal Berger     

BGS Services, Inc.    
Edward Brokaw    
Arline Brown    
Paul Carlson    
Nancy Carr    
Wendy Chaikin    
Ingrid and John Connolly    
Georgia and Robert Cummings 
Faith and Dean Daniels    
Elizabeth and Chester Dann 
Michael DeCandia    
Judy and Matthew Donner 
James Edwards
John Espy     
M. Burch and Brian Ford    
Shanti Fry    
Lisa Fusaro    
Christopher Gibson    
Ann Fay and Barry Giurlani 
David Green     
Frederick Greenman    
Montague Hackett, Jr.     
Laura and David Harris 
Jessica and Douglas Healy 
Susan and James Henry    
Melissa and Scott Hirsch    
Robert Horowitz    
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Hudson 
Eileen and Stanley Israel    
Michael Jacobs     
Jo Ann and Bruce Kellogg    
Dan King    
James Thomas Knight    
Andrew Kress    
Matthew Latimer    
Suzanne Maltz    
James Martin    
Denise McLaughlin    
Judith Minter    
Rebecca Morgan     
Nancy Newman    
Joanna and Lawrence Noble  
Timothy O’Connor    
Debra Oppenheim    
Peter Pasch    

Nancy and Otis Pearsall    
Dina and Brent Pendleton 
Lara Peterson    
Barbara Pickens    
Elizabeth Samuels    
Viktoria Schaub    
Jane and Luke Sears    
Gregory Selch    
Joyce Selter    
Mary Shanley    
Janice and Dean Silverberg 
Joanne Smith     
Shapleigh Smith 
Margaret Stevens    
Sarah Swanson     
Bailey Symington    
Karen and David Talbot
Mary Jo Territo    
Shawn Thornsberry     
Mary Tiedemann    
Robert Tortoriello    
Laura and Steve Triezenberg 
Julie Tye    
Mary and Norbert Vonnegut 
Joan Weinbeac     
Cathleen and Daryl Weinert  
Tami and Gerald Weintraub  
Walter Wick    
Mary Wiley    
Peter Winslow    
Linda Wright    
Barbara and Bill Wynne

We have made every effort to recognize all individuals, 
foundations, and corporations who have generously contributed 
to the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute during the past 
fiscal year (July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007). Please accept our 
sincere apologies if we have inadvertently omitted or incorrectly 
acknowledged your gift. Please let us know of any corrections by 
contacting Laura James, External Relations Director, 
at 212-925-4089 or ljames@adoptioninstitute.org.

Thank You to Our Donors!
Contributors to the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute      July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007
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“katie and I are both 
glad to hear of the 
foundation’s work, 

and continue to hope 
that someday she 

will be able to obtain 
her medical heritage, 
regardless of whether 

we meet her 
biological kin.”

 -Terry Morgan



Staff 

Adam Pertman
Executive Director 

Alexandra Altman
Program Associate 

David Brodzinsky, Ph.D.
Research and Project Director 

Alida Durham Clemans
Development Officer 

Mari K. Cochran
Project Administrator

Jeanne A. Howard, Ph.D.
Policy and Research Director 

Laura James, MA
External Relations Director

Dana Leventhal
Project Administrator

Sarah Malloy-Good 
Intern
Columbia University 
School of Social Work

Hollee A. McGinnis, MSSW
Policy and Operations Director

Eileen Polasky, LICSW
Project Administrator 

Susan Livingston Smith, MSSW
Program and Project Director

Preeti Vissa
Intern
Columbia University 
School of Social WorkBoard of Directors

oFFICerS
sandra kresch
Board President 

susan schoon
Board Vice President

Fred greenman
Board Treasurer

kimberly Donaldson
Board Secretary

BoArD MeMBerS

Dr. Jane Aronson 
James Bode 
Bruce A Boyer 
Matthew Donaldson 
Doug Fleming 
Caroline Fitzgibbons 
Lynn C. Franklin 
DeVerille A. Huston 
Kathleen Hricik 
Jurate Kazickas 
Katharine Legg 
Verina Mathis-Crawford 
Sandra McManus 
Ruth McRoy, Ph.D.
Priscilla Newman
Susan Notkin 
Christine Solomon 
James W. Stevens 
William A. Thorne
Julie Tye

Laura James
External Relations Director

Laura joined the Adoption Institute in February 2007, bringing with her decades of 
development experience in leadership roles with well-established educational and 
cultural institutions, including Columbia University, the American Museum of Natural 
History, the Wildlife Conservation Society, and the Smithsonian Institution. In recent 
years she has also served as the development director for an organization fighting 
anti-gay bias in schools, another that helps the street homeless, as well as a special 
needs school. She is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Wellesley College and has a 
master’s degree in communication from Teachers College, Columbia University. 
Laura specializes in major and capital donations because “it is through large, 
transformative gifts from individuals, corporations and foundations who understand 
the vital importance of our work that we will get to where we need to be as a national 
organization.” The passionate staff, researchers, and volunteers; the fast pace; and 
the virtual office environment are what Laura likes best about working for the Adoption 
Institute, as well as the opportunity to make a real difference in a small but rapidly 
growing organization. 

Jane Aronson
Board Member

Dr. Jane Aronson is a board certified general pediatrician and 
pediatric infectious diseases specialist with a faculty appointment 
as Clinical Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at the Weill Medical 
College of Cornell University. She has been working as an 
international adoption medicine specialist for the past eight years 
and sees 300 newly adopted children each year. A member of 

a national network of adoption medicine specialists for the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, Dr. Aronson helps organize workshops for adoption professionals all over 
the country. She is also founder and Executive Medical Director of Worldwide Orphans 
Foundation, which sponsors research and education in orphanages in Eastern Europe, 
Russia, Asia, and Latin America. Recently Dr. Aronson was co-principal investigator in 
a research project for the Centers for Disease Control that is examining tuberculosis 
and other infectious diseases in children adopted internationally. A teacher for 10 
years prior to becoming a pediatrician and now as an adoptive parent, Dr. Aronson 
says her passion to help children is a driving force in every aspect of her work and life.

Meet our newest Board and Staff Members

Adoption Institute new York staff: 
(left to right) Laura James, Preeti Vissa, Alexandra Altman, 
Sarah Malloy-Good, Dana Leventhal, Alida Durham Clemans, 
and Hollee McGinnis 
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SPECIAL EVENTS ROUNDUP 

The Adoption Institute’s fourth annual “Taste of Spring” benefit, 
which took place in New York City on May 17th, was a wonderful 
evening of celebration featuring food from some of New York’s 
top chefs and restaurants, delicious wine, music, and a silent 

GREAT FOOD AND FUN AT SPRING BENEFIT

auction. Two esteemed journalists, Judy Woodruff and Al Hunt, 
along with Prudential Financial, were the special honorees. 
The gala event raised almost $390,000 for the Institute. Save 
the date for Taste of Spring 2008: Wednesday, May 14th.

Honorees Judy Woodruff and Al HuntAlex Altman, Anastasia Vournas, Bill Uhrig and event Honorary Co-Chair Jurate Kazickas

Adam Pertman, Glen Rogers, Trina Rogers and Sandy Kresch

Sandra McManus, 
Benefit Co-Chair

Bill Donaldson,
Benefit Honorary Co-Chair 

11Elizabeth Newman, Priscilla Newman, Sara Clarke and Jim ClarkeSharon Taylor of Prudential Financial and Susan Schoon



TRAINING
In 2006 the Adoption Institute launched its new, expanded 
Senior Research Fellows Program, which brings together 
the most accomplished experts in adoption and foster care 
to share their knowledge, disseminate their findings, and 
shape better policies and practices. 

The founding Senior Fellows are: 

Dr. Richard Barth of the University of Maryland

Dr. Devon Brooks of the University of Southern California

Dr. Harold Grotevant of the University of Minnesota

Dr. Victor Groza of Case-Western University

Madelyn Freundlich, LLD

Dr. Dana Johnson of the International Adoption Clinic   
     at the University of Minnesota

Dr. Ruth McRoy of the University of Texas

Dr. Ellen Pinderhughes of Tufts University

Dr. Scott Ryan of Florida State University 

This November, the Institute gathered the Senior Fellows for 
a two-day conclave/discussion to identify critical issues in 
the field and how to effectively use research to improve the 
lives of children and families who are touched by adoption. 

In addition, the Adoption Institute has a strong history 
of sponsoring seminal conferences to highlight crucial 
concerns in the adoption world – and to provide 
professionals with knowledge they can use to improve 
policy and practice. Institute staff also regularly provides 
keynote speeches, trainings and other presentations at 
conferences around the nation. In 2006, the Institute co-
sponsored the highly acclaimed conference “Biology and 
Beyond: Sibling Issues in Foster Care and Adoption,” in 
California, which was attended by over 200 professionals 
from around the nation. Two of the additional conferences 
we have sponsored were held at the New York Law 
School: “Lessons from Adoption for New Reproductive 
Technologies” (May 2006) and “Gay and Lesbian Adoption: 
Past, Present and Future,” (May 2005). Further, the Adoption 
Institute co-sponsored two key conferences: “Families 
Without Borders: Adoption Across Culture and Race,” which 
examined transracial and transcultural adoption and was 
held at St. John’s University in New York in October 2006, 
and “Adoption Ethics and Accountability: Doing It Right 
Makes a Lifetime of Difference,” a highly successful national 
conference that took place in suburban Washington, D.C. 
and brought together more than 60 of the most prominent 
adoption practitioners, researchers, policy-makers, 
advocates, and triad members in the field to examine and 
discuss ethical issues in contemporary adoption.

in this effort by a recent seed grant from the Arcus Gay & 
Lesbian Fund to create an office in Washington, D.C., to 
track policy and legislative issues at the federal and state 
levels, and to increase our advocacy and education efforts.

In 2007 the Adoption Institute initiated two multi-year 
projects aimed specifically at changing existing policies 
and laws. The first involves the research for and publication 
of a policy paper, “Transracial Adoption of African-
American Children from Foster Care,” which will address 
the limitations of current law (Multiethnic Placement Act 
[MEPA] and Interethnic Adoption Provisions [IPA]), which 
prohibits child welfare agencies that receive federal funding 
from considering race in foster and adoptive placements. 
The law’s “color-blind” enforcement standards interfere 
with sound practice in assessing and preparing families for 
transracial adoption. The information from the policy brief, 
which currently is in the editing stages, has already been 
used as a basis for testimony provided by Institute Senior 
Fellow Dr. Ruth McRoy to a U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
hearing on September 21, 2007, and it will also be used 
to collaborate with other national groups interested in 
improving existing laws and practices.

A second priority project is “For the Records,” which 
focuses on changing laws and practices to ensure that 
adopted persons, once they become adults, can obtain 
their own birth records – so that they, like children raised in 
their families of origin, can have access to medical data and 
other information vital to their well-being. This is a multi-
year initiative that includes identifying effective strategies, 
collaborating with groups in various states, creating 
materials on best practices, and providing leadership to 
effect change. The Institute has conducted broad research 
on this topic, which was published in November 2007 for 
National Adoption Month. 
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Five-Year Retrospective 
(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 13)

“we are a small canadian international adoption agency. 
thank you for the good work. rarely has there been an 

issue that was not helpful in one way or another.”

-Mirja Ramsey
World View Adoption Association

”It is wonderful to look everywhere in the last few days 
and see or hear the results of the recent research. the 
Institute has been moving in an increasingly powerful 
direction serving as a strong advocate by increasing
public discourse about these important issues and 

making strong recommendations. thank you again.”

- Micky Duxbury
author of Making Room In Our Hearts: 

Keeping Family Ties Through Open Adoption



EDUCATION
Innovative Education Programs 
to Help Children and Families

In September 2006, the Adoption Institute issued a report 
entitled “Adoption in the Schools: A Lot to Learn,” which 
was designed to provide knowledge to educators about 
students who were adopted or in foster care, thereby 
providing them with the information necessary to improve 
services for these children. We are devising ways to use the 
paper – part of our ongoing Educate the Educators Program 
– to make systemic changes within the educational system 
nationally to improve all children’s prospects for academic 
success, whether they’re in families headed by adoptive 
parents, foster parents, single mothers, divorced fathers, 
grandparents, or gay / lesbian parents.

Another unique program of the Adoption Institute is our 
Adoption in the Media Program. Executive Director Adam 
Pertman, a former award-winning journalist himself, has 
conducted media workshops at conferences nationally 
and has provided trainings for reporters and editors 
around the country. In addition, Pertman has conducted 
seminars at major corporations, including Microsoft and 
Prudential Financial, to promote employer support for and 
knowledge about adoption and foster care. At the Institute’s 
2006 “Taste of Spring” gala, we honored Prudential for its 
outstanding family practices in support of adoption and 
foster care.

Five-Year Retrospective 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

ROUNDUP
(continued from page 11)

Save the date for 
Taste of Spring 08!

Wednesday, May 14, 2008

Berkshires

washington, Dc
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On August 18th, more than 30 new friends of the Institute gath-
ered at a beautiful home in the Massachusetts Berkshires town of 
Monterey to meet Executive Director Adam Pertman and talk with 
others interested in adoption in an informal and scenic setting.

Executive Director Adam Pertman (center) joins Institute friends 
and advocates at a gathering in Washington, DC on June 27th 
to announce the receipt of a generous grant from the Arcus Gay 
and Lesbian Fund and the Institute’s plans to establish a legislative 
office in DC.

(continued on page 15)

“I heard the interview with you on talk of the nation 
today. I am not involved in adoption in any way; 

I was not adopted nor have I given a child up 
for adoption. yet I was moved to contact you 
regarding your eloquent defense of the ability 

of adult Americans to make decisions for 
themselves regarding whom they want or do 

not want in their lives, without government legislation. 
the way in which this applies to adoption makes 

all the sense in the world.”

-Carrie Frederick Frost



FIvE yEArs oF growth In our work, 
stAFF … AnD ImpAct (continued from page 1) 

A Message from the Executive Director

which stepped in when we needed assistance the 
most. Both agencies exemplify the best in adoption 
practices, and both continue to demonstrate their 
belief in our unique mission with ongoing funding and 
in many other ways. 

Thanks, too, to our extraordinary staff, which has 
grown from just two soon after I joined the Institute five 
years ago to 10 full- and part-time personnel today, 
including some of the most esteemed professionals 
in the field. They include accomplished scholars like 
David Brodzinsky, Susan Livingston Smith, Hollee 
McGinnis, and Jeanne Howard, and our talented 
new External Relations Director, Laura James. And, 
in addition to my 10 staff colleagues (who keep our 
costs low and our output high by working in a “virtual 
office” arrangement in five states), we’ve taken on 
legal and social work interns in both our New York 
and Boston offices, we have volunteers around the 
country and – I say the following with enormous pride 
– our innovative year-old Senior Research Fellows 
Program is allowing us to draw on the work and the 
talents of nine of the leading adoption and foster care 
experts, researchers, and educators in the field.

It is because we have such talented personnel that 
we’re able to produce such cutting-edge, high-impact 
programs and projects. Here are just some examples of 
our latest initiatives, including a few that are about to be 
released: the Adoptive Parent Preparation Project; For 
the Records: Achieving Equality for Adopted Adults; 
Unintended Consequences: Reshaping the Law to 
Help Abandoned Infants; Beyond Culture Camp: 
Creating Positive Identity in Adoption; Safeguarding 
the Rights and Well-Being of Birthparents; Adoption 
in the Schools: A Lot to Learn; Expanding Resources 
for Children Who Need Homes: Gay and Lesbian 
Adoption; Assisting Youth Aging Out of Foster Care; 
and the Role of Transracial Adoption. 

And there’s more. In addition to this annual report – 
which looks back at our last five years of growth and 
impact – we’re looking forward with a new strategic 
plan, which will be completed by year’s end. The 
plan lays out a vision for the next several years that 
includes exciting elements such as an additional staff 
member based in Washington, D.C., who will oversee 

and expand the Institute’s legislative efforts; a greater 
focus on advocacy and implementing change; and 
more initiatives to help children move out of foster 
care and orphanages into permanent, loving families. 
At the same time, we’re launching a redesign of the 
Institute’s logo – which will upgrade the appearance 
of our web site, reports and other materials, and which 
symbolizes the extraordinary, positive change that we 
are experiencing.   

We’re able to increase our work, and the people 
who do it, because of the growing number of 
organizations and individuals who generously provide 
their support. That bodes well for our future, and for 
the tens of millions of people for whom adoption is 
part of everyday life. Among those to whom we are 
most grateful are the foundations that have made so 
many of our projects possible, including the Kellogg 
Foundation, the David Bohnett Foundation, the Arcus 
Foundation, Rosie’s For All Kids Foundation, and the 
Human Rights Campaign, among others.

Please read more about our staff, our Board of 
Directors, our influence, our successes and, most 
important, the breadth of our work, within this report 
– and find even more information on our website, 
www.adoptioninstitute.org.
  
The list of our initiatives is diverse and growing every 
day; the common denominator among them is that 
they all are designed to improve people’s lives and 
to help children who need permanent, loving homes. 
Looking back at the last five years of achievement, it’s 
fair to say that we accomplish what we set out to do. 

Which brings me to my final words in this message, 
and they are to all the contributors, volunteers, and 
friends who support us in innumerable ways: Thank 
you.

Sincerely,

Adam Pertman
Executive Director
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“hello mr. pertman. I just wanted to say thank you for your appearance on Anderson cooper’s show 
regarding guatemala adoptions. you saved the program with your clear insight and in depth information 

about adoption. Again, thank you for the work you do regarding adoption.”
 

-Wendy Harrison
Mother of an adopted daughter from Guatemala



Over the past five years, we have developed a series 
of special events that not only bring together our many 
supporters, but also raise the funds that enable us to 
do our work. Our deepest thanks to Jurate Kazickas 
and Roger Altman, and to Jane and Bill Donaldson, 
who have been consistent significant supporters of 
the annual Taste of Spring event in New York, as well 
as to Kim Donaldson, Sandy McManus and Verina 
Mathis-Crawford, who have acted as event co-chairs 
and without whom these magical evenings would 
not be possible. Thanks also to Matt Donaldson, 
who has run, swum, and biked for the Institute in the 
Iron Man Triathlon year after year, and to Christine 
Solomon, who has chaired our West Coast event 
for the past two years.  We deeply appreciate the 
support of everyone who attends these events and 
of our corporate partners who sponsor them.  Special 
thanks to Lehman Brothers, Prudential Financial, CBS 
Corporation, The Thompson Corporation, American 
Express, and Microsoft.

After a decade of tremendous accomplishment, our 
efforts have only just begun. We look forward to 
continuing to work with the best professionals in the 
field and a broad range of wonderful supporters to 
lead the adoption field in promulgating policy and 
practice innovation that have tangible impact on the 
lives of families and children.  

Sincerely,

Sandra D. Kresch
President

President’s Letter
(continued from page 2)
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MEDIA AND PUBLIC 
INFORMATION 

Enhancing the Understanding 
and Perception of Adoption

Public education is an essential part of ending negative 
stereotypes, stigmas, and misinformation about adoption. 
Many Americans have only been exposed to adoption and 
foster care through the news media, which often focus on 
aberrational cases and therefore can present a less-than-full 
picture. In the past five years, the Institute has solidified and 
expanded its reputation – and, consequently, its influence 
– as an independent, trusted voice to and in the media. 
The Institute has been cited in over 600 international and 
domestic news articles, not including thousands of articles 
reprinted through news wire services; as well as in hundreds 
of broadcast and radio shows (see “In the News” for more). 

Another critical way in which the Institute promotes know-
ledge about adoption is through our monthly e-mail news-
letter, which is distributed to more than 5,000 professionals, 
policy-makers, journalists, and adoption triad members 
(adoptive parents, adoptees, and birthparents). In addition, 
our award-winning website (www.adoptioninstitute.org)
is accessed frequently by interested individuals from around 
the world. The site provides up-to-date, accurate and easy-
to-use fact sheets, analyses of adoption issues, and public 
policy information – as well as all of our research studies 
and reports. 

Within the next few years, the Adoption Institute plans 
to conduct its third National Public Opinion Survey on 
American perceptions of adoption. Our 1997 Benchmark 
Adoption Survey was a landmark product; along with a 
second survey in 2002, it is still being used by researchers, 
professionals, journalists and others to this day to gain 
a better understanding of an array of subjects relating to 
adoption. The new survey will continue tracking public 
understanding of adoption, as well thoroughly exploring the 
media’s impact on Americans’ attitudes.  

Five-Year Retrospective 
(continued from page 13)

“you do make a difference as you offer an important 
and trustworthy message. I am so glad that you have 

taken on the leadership at the Evan B Donaldson. 
you give the Institute a lot of visibility by lending your 
voice in the community. I wish you well as you keep 

spreading a healthy approach to adoption.”

 -Patricia Martinez Dorner, 
Adoption Counseling & Search

San Antonio, Texas



Our work to improve adoption and foster care could not continue 
without the support of those who share our commitment to promoting 
ethical, research-based laws, policies and practices.  
Please consider advancing our unique initiatives by:

• Making a tax-deductible donation by check, credit card,   
or gifts of stock 

• Asking friends and relatives to honor your birthdays, 
anniversaries and other occasions with gifts to the Institute 

• Making a gift to the Institute in a loved one’s honor or memory 

• Including the Institute in your estate plans 

• Hosting a house party or other event in support of the Institute 

• Using your contacts to help introduce us to foundations, 
corporations and other sources of support 

• Volunteering 

• Making “in-kind” donations of computer equipment,   
 air miles and hotel vouchers 

Special thanks to Raquel Willerman, Christine Solomon, Eric Stange, 
Laura James, B. Ash, and Lynda Richardson for photos and photography.

Ways to Support 
               the Adoption Institute

Please visit our web site, www.adoptioninstitute.org, 
and click on “Donate,” 

or contact Laura James, Director of External Relations, 
at (212) 979-0384 or ljames@adoptioninstitute.org.

“I’ve just found your web 
site and am very excited to 
locate an unbiased resource 
for research and policy in 
the field of adoption. I am 
a clinical/developmental 
psychologist and have a 
growing number of families 
impacted by adoption and 
am involved with organizing 
a multidisciplinary team of 
clinicians to learn more 
about the impact of adoption 
and effective ways to 
support and treat them. 
I am inundated with less 
scientific and research-
based literature and greatly 
welcome your work.” 

 - Cara L. Regan, Ph.D. 
 Licensed Psychologist

16 Editor: Alida Durham Clemans       Printed by: Print Centre, Needham, MA


