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Evan B. Donaldson  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Our Mission: 
    Improve the quality of information about adoption 
       Enhance the understanding and perception of adoption 
          Advance adoption policy and practice 

The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute pursues this mission with a 
concern for all participants in adoption: birth families, adoptive parents, 
adopted persons and adoption professionals. 

The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute:  
Making Adoption Better . . . for Everyone 

 

T he Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute moves its mission 
forward by providing a reliable, unbiased and respected voice for 
adopted children, biological and adoptive families, and adoption 

professionals. We work to promote sound adoption policy, practice 
and laws that reflect ethical standards and reliable research—with 
respect for all members of the adoption triad. 
   The Adoption Institute improves the lives of people touched by 
adoption through many avenues: 

Offering lawmakers reliable information and practical  
      perspectives to improve adoption laws;  

Providing the media with a trusted source of information; 
Encouraging employer support for adoption; 
Reducing barriers that impede adoption of children who 
need permanent families; 
Researching policies and practices that affect adoption;  
Educating policymakers and the public about the impor-
tance of giving adopted people access to information about 
their origins; 
Developing a legal framework to ensure access to health 
histories and a clear delineation of parental responsibility  
for children born through reproductive technology; and 
Promoting ethical standards for adoption professionals.  

   The Adoption Institute also responds immediately to urgent human 
needs by putting best practices into action. After the terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade Center, the Adoption Institute shared its expertise on 
best practices in adoption and child welfare with government officials 
providing disaster relief. To assist children who lost custodial parents, 
the Adoption Institute designed and is directing the Permanency  
Project, which provides comprehensive services to children and their 
surviving caregivers. The Permanency Project will work tirelessly to ease 
the transition to a new home for some of these children and to help 
stabilize families in trauma. 
   In the coming year, the Institute will deepen its many collaborations 
with policymakers, researchers, practitioners, adoptive parents, adoptees 
and birthparents, with the goal of making adoption better for everyone. 

Founded in 1996, the  
Adoption Institute has 
already made key  
contributions to the  
adoption field: 
 

The first national survey 
on public perceptions  

    of adoption; 
An award-winning       

    web site; 
Influential conferences 
on ethics in adoption,   
and the impact of        
prenatal drug and          
alcohol exposure; 
Books, journal articles 
and publications with 
original research on    
critical adoption issues.  
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A s we celebrate the 
fifth anniversary of 
The Evan B. 

Donaldson Adoption Insti-
tute, I am reminded of the 
old adage: Necessity is the 
mother of invention. The 
Adoption Institute was con-
ceived at a time when there 
was no independent, unbi-
ased forum for research, dis-
cussion, and dissemination 
of adoption issues and policy 
in a manner that respects all 
people touched by adoption. 
Today, the need for thought-
ful, fact-based information has never been greater. 
   In 1996, to fill this void, we assembled a Board of 
Directors and Advisory Boards comprised of highly 
respected leaders in the adoption universe, including 
researchers, authors, practitioners and adoption triad 
members. A half-decade later, we are proud of the 
Adoption Institute’s many achievements.  
   In its short life span, the Adoption Institute has  
become one of the nation's most esteemed voices in 
support of quality adoption practices. Among our 
groundbreaking work, the Adoption Institute released 
the first study of American attitudes toward adoption, 
surveyed adults adopted from Korea and Vietnam, and 
convened an international conference on adoption  
ethics. We published eight highly respected books and 
numerous important reports and journal articles.  
   Through the years, our reputation has grown steadily. 
When the U.S. State Department began developing 
regulations on international adoption, the Adoption  
Institute stepped forward to share its expertise on ethical 
adoption practices. When the Federal Emergency  
Management Agency (FEMA) began planning services 
for children who lost custodial parents in the World 
Trade Center tragedy, it turned to the Adoption Institute 
for our knowledge of "best practices" in creating loving, 
permanent homes for children. 
   While we take pride in our achievements, the Adop-
tion Institute recognizes there is much work ahead.  
Today, nearly a fifth of all U.S. children in foster care—
134,000 children—are eligible for adoption, but lack 
adoptive homes. For these children, the clock ticks re-
lentlessly, and every passing day makes adoption less 
likely. Some have physical, psychological or educational 
issues that make it harder to place them with adoptive 
families. Others are stigmatized by stereotypes of  
difficult older-child adoptions. Internationally, at least a 
million more children languish in orphanages.  
 

   New policies and practices 
must be developed and imple-
mented to accelerate quality 
placement for all of these  
children—and barriers against 
adoption must be overturned. 
Consistent with its mission, the 
Adoption Institute is conducting 
a study on disruptions in foster-
care adoptions and will recom-
mend new policies to assure  
permanency for these children.  
   As we confront challenges 
 to the adoption process, the  
Adoption Institute vigilantly  
surveys the social landscape to 

identify new issues and trends that influence adoption. 
For example, with advances in reproduction technol-
ogy, families now have the option of embryo 
“adoption.” Five years ago this issue was not on our 
agenda. Today, we must anticipate its effect on legal and 
practice issues that impact the adoption triad and future 
adoption trends. Because the Adoption Institute works 
in collaboration with triad organizations, family service 
professionals and government policymakers, we provide 
leadership that addresses all perspectives in the adoption 
experience. 
   We also are strengthening the foundation of the 
Adoption Institute. This year, we restructured our  
administration and began implementing a multifaceted 
fundraising strategy, with the goal of securing the future 
of the Adoption Institute and its work. We’ve already 
achieved some impressive results, including our collabo-
ration with the September 11th Fund and the Dave  
Thomas Foundation for Adoption. 
   Our fifth birthday is a time to renew our commitment 
to quality adoption practices and ethical treatment of all 
members of the adoption triad, so that hundreds of 
thousands of children in the United States and around 
the globe will have the opportunity for a home—and a 
family—of their own. We cannot achieve our goals 
alone. My heartfelt thanks go out to all of our friends, 
financial supporters and professional collaborators who 
affirm the importance of our mission. Your continued 
support makes it possible to undertake such a compel-
ling array of activities in support of adoption. 
   We hope you will join us as we make our wish for  
the future: that all children may grow up with a happy,  
caring family. 
 

 
 

President’s Report 
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Curtis R. Welling 
President 



W hen I adopted my son Daniel from Russia 
in 1998, I had not anticipated that this life-
changing event would also alter my career 

path. For many years, I persistently worked to “change 
for the better” how our society helps the poor, young 
and sick; however, my experience with adopting Daniel 
affected me more profoundly than any 
of my previous experiences. Upon visit-
ing the orphanage where my son lived 
for his first nine months with 299 other 
infants and toddlers, I encountered an 
unfamiliar and unforgettable kind of 
social injustice—children without fami-
lies.  I couldn’t help but wish that more 
adults like me, and children like him, 
had the opportunity to become a family. 
   When I was asked to lead the Evan B. 
Donaldson Adoption Institute, I  
immediately jumped at the opportunity 
to bring my skills to the world of  
adoption during a critical time in the 
organization’s history. My goal is to 
build on the Adoption Institute’s  
unparalleled reputation as a source of 
reliable and comprehensive information 
by creating an equally strong capacity 
for policy development and law reform. 
With its reputation for unbiased and 
fact-based analysis, the Adoption  
Institute can play a critical role in  
convening stakeholders with diverse 
viewpoints to work together to improve this country’s 
laws and policies. 
   Equally important is the Adoption Institute’s com-
mitment to improve media coverage of adoption. As 
an adoptive parent, I am often horrified by inaccurate 
portrayals of the adoption experience on television and 
in newspapers and magazines. Educating the media 
about the “reality” of adoption will continue to be a 
challenge, due to reporters’ misconceptions and the 
value placed on “sensational” stories. Our latest  
national public opinion survey with the Dave  
Thomas Foundation for Adoption will help us better 
understand public perception of adoption and how it 
is shaped. That information empowers the Adoption 
Institute to influence popular opinion by providing a 
more truthful picture of adoption. 
   We are living through a significant transition in the 
history of adoption. Today, adoption has the potential 
to create more positive outcomes for everyone in-
volved. Children believed to be unadoptable five years 
ago are now the focus of successful campaigns that 
find them families. Financial assistance and other help 

from government, employers and community  
organizations will enable more families to adopt.  
Birth parents now have the choice to make an adop-
tion plan and still maintain contact with their children. 
They are no longer subject to the social stigmas that 
enforced secrecy.  

   In fact, many people involved with 
adoption now believe secrecy is unneces-
sary and often harmful to triad members. 
These innovators are developing new 
ways to involve all members of the triad 
in the adoption journey. Adoption’s 
challenges and rewards are now openly 
discussed in workplaces, Internet chat 
rooms and support groups.   
   All of us involved with adoption—triad 
members, practitioners and advocates—
know much more today than we did a 
decade ago about how to ethically and  
respectfully engage in adoption activities. 
Yet, our actions are constrained by laws, 
policies and practices that are rooted in 
another era.   
   As more families look to adoption as an 
estimable way to form or add to their 
family, outdated and poorly drafted laws 
and largely unregulated market forces 
have led to unethical, and sometimes just 
plain bad, practices. Scandals, such as the 
Internet twins, and more pervasive  
problems with some states’ inadequate 

regulation of adoption practitioners threaten to under-
mine positive public perception about adoption.  
   Going forward, the Adoption Institute will engage 
partners throughout the adoption community to draw 
attention to the need for effective collaboration and 
action. The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute is 
ready to plan, advocate and help build the new legal 
and policy structures that reflect best adoption practice 
in the millennium. Each day, I approach this work with 
a deeply felt commitment, not just for Daniel and me, 
but for all of us on the adoption journey. 
 
 
 
 
Cindy Freidmutter, Esq. 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR       

5 



ADOPTION LAW REFORM 
 

Advocating for Rigorous International Adoption Laws  
 

I n the millennium year, Americans adopted nearly 20,000 children from other 
countries in a largely unregulated environment. Poor quality and unethical  
adoption practices have been documented in many countries. To protect the 

rights of children, birth families and adoptive parents around the globe, many nations 
agreed to the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption. The United States signed 
the Hague Convention in 1994, and enacted the Intercountry Adoption Act (IAA) in 
2000. The State Department is currently developing regulations to implement the 
Hague Convention and the IAA. Their work presented an important opportunity  to 
improve the quality of adoption services. 
   Concerned about the vulnerability of children and families if the United States did 
not enact strong regulations, the Adoption Institute provided comprehensive recom-
mendations to the State Department. We advocated for rigorous protections and 
tighter financial controls to end unethical practices. We also proposed that adopted 
persons and their families have access to information about their origins. The State 
Department listened and has incorporated a number of our proposals in its draft 
regulations, including a complaint process and requirements for more accurate and 
complete health information about children available for adoption.   
   The Adoption Institute continues its work in this arena. To give adoptive parents a 
voice in the process, the Adoption Institute is surveying families who have adopted 
internationally about their experience and the problems they encountered. This 
information will be shared with the State Department to insure that prevalent  
problem areas are addressed. 
 
 
Strengthening State Adoption Laws  
 

The Adoption Institute is using its recommendations for regulating international 
adoption to provide a blueprint for domestic law reform. In 2002, the Adoption 
Institute will consult widely with judges, adoption professionals, state officials, 
adoptive and birth parents, and adoptees to build consensus on the critical 
changes needed in state adoption laws to address the roots of unethical practice 
and advance the interests of triad members, including giving adopted persons  
access to information about their origins.  
   Currently, adoption laws vary widely from state to state in the U.S., making the 
process needlessly complicated and difficult. All too often the legal patchwork of 
state adoption laws results in serious abuses, such as the recent bidding war for 
the “Internet Twins.” Even in states with comprehensive statutory protections, 
responsibility for enforcement frequently is ambiguous, resulting in adoption 
practice that fails to meet legal standards.  
 
 
 
 
 

Current Initiatives 

“Adoption of  
children is  
governed by a 
complex matrix  
of legal mandates. 
Most adoptions  
involve state law, 
many involve  
federal law, and  
some involve 
international law 
as well.” 
 

   Alice Bussiere, JD 
   Adoption Quarterly,  
   Vol. 1, No. 3, 1998 

6 



UNDERSTANDING AND INFLUENCING PUBLIC OPINION 
 

Educating the Public 
 

T he Adoption Institute, in partnership with the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, is conducting its 
second survey on adoption attitudes, which will be published in 2002. The new study, along with our 
1997 survey, will be used to create a public education campaign aimed at ending negative stereotypes 

about adoption and helping waiting children find adoptive parents. The campaign will provide an accurate picture 
of the rewards, as well as the challenges, of adoption. 
   Public education is essential to end negative stereotypes and misinformation 
about adoption, as the Adoption Institute’s 1997 Benchmark Adoption Survey makes 
clear. This landmark survey—the first public opinion research on American  
perceptions of adoption—revealed that six in ten Americans had personal  
experience with adoption. The survey found that people who understand adoption 
from family and friends have a more favorable view than those whose only source 
of information is the mass media.  
 
 
Educating the Media  
 

The Adoption Institute has become a trusted source for the media, and, in turn, 
is helping to educate the public. The Adoption Institute is unique in its balanced 
and independent viewpoint in a field that is too often marked with controversy 
and partisan perspectives. We provide accurate information and up-to-the-
minute research to reporters, and debunk myths about adoption. For this reason, television, print and radio 
journalists alike increasingly rely on the Adoption Institute. 
   The nation’s most respected media outlets quote the Adoption Institute—the Associated Press, The New 
York Times, USA Today and Gannett News Service—to list but a few. Adoption Institute staff and committee  
members regularly contribute articles and opinion pieces to professional journals, and to international 
print and electronic media. We are proud of this trust, and view this work as a vital opportunity to  
promote public awareness. 
 
 
Encouraging Employers to Support Adoption by Their Employees 
 

Most employer health plans cover the costs of childbirth, but assistance for adoption is much less common. 
To foster corporate support for adoption, the Adoption Institute is creating forums to encourage companies 
to add adoption benefits to their employee benefit packages and to educate employees about adoption  
opportunities. Funded by State Street Bank, four Boston seminars are being conducted in 2001-2002. 
When the pilot seminar series is completed, the Adoption Institute will develop materials to replicate the 
program with interested employers and employees in other communities. 

“The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute has become a 
trusted source for the media and is viewed by reporters as 
the only unbiased source for adoption Information.” 
                                                               Adoption Quarterly 
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UNDERTAKING GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH  
 

Studying Stability and Disruption in Foster Care 
 

W ith funding from the David and Lucille Packard Founda-
tion, the Adoption Institute is seeking to understand fac-
tors that influence  

stability of adoptions from foster care. The Adoption Institute is  
gathering data on foster-care adoptions that are disrupted before final-
ization or dissolve after finalization. We also are identifying strategies 
that have improved adoption stability by interviewing families, practi-
tioners and policymakers. The goal is to better understand the reasons 
for disruptions and dissolutions, as well as the interventions that  
stabilize troubled adoptions. In collaboration with an expert advisory 
panel, the Adoption Institute will use this research to propose policy 
and practices leading to more expeditious and stable adoptions of  
children in state care. 
   In 2000, an estimated 134,000 children in foster care were in need  
of adoptive homes. The 1997 federal Adoption and Safe Families Act 
(ASFA) created incentives and mandates for states to substantially 
increase adoptions of waiting children. For this legislation to work  
effectively, it is critical that adoption practioners and government  
policymakers have a better understanding of the factors influencing 
adoption stability and services preventing adoption disruptions. 
 
 
Analyzing the Wednesday’s Child Program  
 

Featuring hard-to-place foster-care children on television significantly 
increases the pool of potential adoptive parents. This is a key finding 
of the Adoption Institute’s study on the Wednesday’s Child Program. 
   With funding from the Freddie Mac Foundation, the Adoption  
Institute examined adoption-related outcomes for more than 200  
children featured on Wednesday’s Child television segments during 
1999 and 2000. The study focused on the effectiveness of the program 
as a recruitment tool for adoptive families, and evaluated its impact on 
permanency planning for featured children. 
   The study found that adoptions of featured children did not fit the 
pattern prevalent in other adoption venues, and may indicate the 
power of the media to positively influence adoption decisions. For 
children with special needs–who would be considered by every 
measure “less likely to be adopted” because of age, race or being a 
member of a sibling group–this type of media exposure creates  
enhanced opportunities to find a permanent family. Lessons learned 
from this initiative will be disseminated to state agencies to improve 
future efforts to place foster-care children. 
 

8 



 
Examining Agency Practices Toward Gay and Lesbian Adoptive Parents  
 

According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, a “substantial number” of all lesbian, gay or bisexual people  
living with domestic partners are interested in adopting children. Public support for lesbian and gay adoption 
rights is mixed, but growing, the report stated. Gays and lesbians are an increasing segment of foster care 
adopters, providing homes for children who would otherwise remain in state care. Nonetheless, adoption by 
homosexual people remains a highly controversial issue. 
    With a grant from the Rainbow Endowment, the Adoption Institute is conducting a survey of adoption 
agencies to determine their attitudes and policies concerning adoption by gay and lesbian parents. This 
report, which will be released in 2002, will be used to help practioners, policymakers, researchers and the 
public understand the barriers and opportunities for gays and lesbians to become adoptive parents. 
 
 
Surveying Adult Korean and Vietnamese Adoptees  
To Understand Transracial Adoption 
 

Transracial families are becoming increasingly common in the United States. Caucasian parents are adopting 
more children from Asia and Latin America, as well as African-American and Latino children from foster 
care. Children raised in transracial families—and their parents—face unique issues and challenges in our so-
ciety. 
   Two national reunions–one for Korean adoptees and another for Viet-
namese adoptees–gave the Adoption Institute an important opportunity 
to survey two populations of transracial adoptees who had reached 
adulthood. The majority of respondents in both groups reported perva-
sive experiences with racial discrimination and confusion about identity. 
Almost a third of the respondents  
considered themselves “white” while growing up.  
   The surveys underscored the importance of raising transracial children 
in diverse communities, as well as the need to prepare adoptive parents 
to help their children deal with discrimination and identity issues. The 
results of these surveys, released in 1999 and 2000, help triad members 
and adoption professionals understand the impact of past practices, and 
will be used to shape adoption practice in the future. 
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“I always felt slightly like a ‘fraud’ since I was not 
really a Korean, nor did I feel I was accepted as an 
‘American’ like Caucasians.” 

                           Korean Adoptee 



PROMOTING ETHICS IN ADOPTION 
 

Launching the Ethics Initiative 
 

T he Adoption Institute published four books on ethics and 
adoption in 2000: The Role of Race, Culture, and Origin in  
Adoption; The Market Forces in Adoption; The Impact of Adoption  

on Members of the Triad; and Adoption and Assisted Reproduction.  
This work grew out of a multi-year Ethics Initiative, launched in 1998, 
to improve adoption policy and practice. The first major activity of 
the Ethics Initiative was an international conference in 1999, Ethics 
and Adoption: Challenges for Today and the Future. The Adoption Institute 
brought together leading experts on adoption, ethics, children’s rights, 
reproductive technology, law and medicine to examine key issues and 
develop consensus where possible. Today, the Adoption Institute is 
advancing policy, strengthening laws and improving practice from an 
ethical perspective. 
 
 
Creating an Ethical Framework for Embryo Donation 
 

With recent advances in assisted reproductive technology, the number 
of stored frozen embryos has grown exponentially. Increased public 
awareness, relatively low costs and higher success rates are leading 
more people to consider embryo donation as an option for family  
formation. Unfortunately, this emerging practice is almost entirely  
unregulated, with risks and uncertainty for all involved. 
   Based on the similarities to adoption, the Adoption Institute is 
taking a leadership role in developing policy and practice standards 
for embryo donation. These standards will address ethical, health 
and legal rights issues that affect donors, intended parents and  
resulting children. The Adoption Institute will educate policymakers, 
clinicians and consumers on the need to enact comprehensive laws to 
ensure that children born from this reproductive technology have 
access to information about their origins and health histories, and that 
the rights of biological and adoptive parents are balanced fairly. 
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PUTTING POLICY INTO ACTION 
 
World Trade Center Permanency Project 
 

W hen terrorists attacked the World Trade Center, rumors proliferated that thousands of children 
were orphaned by the disaster. Families from the around the world came forward with offers to 
adopt them. The reality, the Adoption Institute learned, was quite different. In fact, hundreds of 

children lost custodial parents and were being cared for by relatives, or were left in vulnerable situations with 
grief-stricken surviving parents. Because the Adoption Institute understood the urgency of supporting these 
families in crisis, we moved quickly to help the children and their families. 
   The Adoption Institute created and is directing the Permanency Project, which helps traumatized relatives 
make the best possible decisions about permanent homes for these children, and eases their transition. It 
also provides preventive services and stability to families at risk. Through a grant from the September 11th 
Fund, with additional support from the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, the Adoption Institute 
recruited a consortium of experienced family service agencies. Their dedicated teams of social workers, 
legal advisors and benefits experts are helping families as they plan the futures of the youngest victims  
of the World Trade Center tragedy.  
   Activities of the Permanency Project are dictated by best practices and research on adoption and child  
welfare, including the following principles: 

A stable family structure should be instituted quickly, with all necessary 
      support, to avoid repeated changes in caregivers; 

When possible and appropriate, children should remain with a family  
      member or close friend; 

Siblings should remain together, if possible; and 
Families experiencing significant trauma and loss will fare better with  

      consistent, flexible support services and effective counseling. 
   We intend the Permanency Project to have a long-term impact on public support for programs that 
support all families at risk. Comprehensive, flexible long-term help is needed for the tens of thousands  
of American families that experience more ordinary crises and problems every year. Like the victims of 
September 11, they too require intensive help.  
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OUR GOAL—making adoption better for everyone—
underlies all of the activities of The Evan B. Donaldson 
Adoption Institute.  
 

   We remain deeply committed to our mission of  
improving the quality of information about adoption,  
enhancing the understanding and perception of  
adoption, and advancing adoption policy and practice. 
 

   We are proud of our many achievements over the  
past five years and look forward to making many 
more important contributions to the field of adoption.   



Contributors 
Patrons ($10,000 and Up) 
The Geraldine R. Dodge  
   Foundation 
Mr. William H. Donaldson 
The Freddie Mac Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Neal S. Garonzik 
Ms. Jurate Kazickas 
The David and Lucile Packard 
   Foundation 
Prudential, Inc. 
The Rainbow Endowment 
The September 11th Fund 
The State Street Foundation 
Mr. &  Mrs. James W. Stevens 
The Stuart Foundation 
The Dave Thomas Foundation 
   for Adoption 
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis R. Welling 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Scott Wise 
 

Sponsors ($5,000 to $9,999) 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Grier 
Ms. Sandra D. Kresch 
 

Stewards ($1,000 to $4,999) 
The Actors Studio 
The Bell Atlantic Foundation 
Drs. David & Anne Brodzinsky 
Dr. & Mrs. Eugenio Calabi* 
Mr. John S. Chalsty 
Mr. &  Mrs. Robert M. Dolfi 
Mr. Kim S. Fennebresque 
Ms. Lynn C. Franklin 
Mr. Peter Goldberg 
Ms. Carol B. Kellermann &  
   Mr.  Mark H. Donoghue 
Ms. Katharine S. Legg 
Mr. David Malcolm 
Dr.  Mrs. Donald Oken* 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Robards 
Ms. Anne Beane Rudman 
Ms. Susan W. Schoon 
 

Sustaining Friends 
($500 to $999) 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Bellas 
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Brezavar 
Mr. Alvin C. Collins 
Rev. Katie Lee Crane 
Mr. John & Mrs. Bonnie 
     Emmons 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Freeman* 
Ms. Margaret M. Grieve 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hazeltine 

Mr. Robert M. Horowitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond L. Killian 
Mr. &  Mrs. Frederick 
   Klingenstein 
Senator Mary L. Landrieu 
Ms. Susan R. Ludwig* 
Mr. Paul J. Marinaccio 
Ms. Susan J. Notkin &  
   Mr. Eric Haralson 
The Weissman Family  
   Foundation 
 

Friends ($250 to $499) 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Bloom 
Dr. and Mrs. David M. A.  
   Freeman* 
Mrs. Charlotte Lee &  Mr. 
Ronald M. Turbane 
Ms. Dana D. Lichty 
Mr. & Mrs. John Millington 
PrimeEnergy Management  
   Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl A. Tiedeman 
 

Associates (up to $249) 
American Adoption Congress* 
Ms. Roselyn F. Banta 
Ms. Harriet Berger* 
Mrs. Peggy B. & Mr. Jeffrey L. 
    Bewkes 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry R. Blier* 
Mr. David K. Bouton 
Father Thomas F. Brosnan 
Ms. Josephine B. Bush 
Ms. Rose Chacon 
Ms. Diane Churchill 
Mr. Chester G. Dann 
Mr. Ramu Damodaran 
Dr. & Mrs. Marshall L. Fay 
Mr. Allen P. Fisher 
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Forman* 
Ms. Theresa Franklin 
Ms. Dana Gabuzda &  
   Mr. Bruce A. Yankner* 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Gabuzda* 
Mr. &  Mrs. Jim Gerson 
Ms. Ellen S. Glazer 
Dr. Janice Taylor Gordon* 
Dr. &  Mrs. John S. Grekin* 
Mr. Montague Hackett, Jr. 
Ms. Pam Hasegawa* 
Mr. & Mrs. William Sheppard  
   Homans* 

Ms. Marilyn Hoyt 
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Kramer* 
Mr. &  Mrs. Jerry Kopp* 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth R. 
    Langsdorf* 
Mr. Steven R. Liss 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel McCully* 
Mr. Mark T. McDermott 
Ms. Susan Rohwer McIntyre 
Tamara McNulty Esq. 
Ms. Lois Melina 
Mr. &  Mrs. Jack H. Minnis* 
Ms. Donna L. Moog* 
Ms. Dorothy R. Moog* 
Ms. Frances Morris* 
Ms. Kathleen Hogan Morrison 
Ms. Jamie Moss/News Pros, Inc. 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven L.  
   Nickman* 
The Post Adoption Center for  
   Education and Research 
The Regional Council of  
   Child Psychiatry* 
Dr. Wolfram Reiger* 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Rosen* 
Ms. Roberta Rosenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter B. Ross* 
Mr. &  Mrs. Bertram A.  
   Ruttenberg* 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Schiele, Jr.* 
Dr. and Mrs. J. David Schnatz 
Ms. Dorit Shahar & Mr. M. Paul  
   Friedberg 
Mr. &  Mrs. Steven R. Sheresky 
Ms. Ruth Shragowitz 
Ms. Teresa Smith 
The Hon. William A. Thorne, Jr. 
Walker Parking Consultants/ 
   Engineers, Inc.* 
Ms. Evelyn J. Weinstock* 
Mr. Peter C. Winkler 
Dr. & Mrs. George E. Woody* 
Ms. Rose Zeltzer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* These gifts honored Dr. Marshall S. 
Schechter, a pioneer in the field of adoption 
psychology and friend of the Adoption  
Institute, who passed away in 1999. These 
funds endowed a lecture series on adoption  
at the American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry Conference.   
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The  
Evan B. 
Donaldson 
Adoption 
Institute 
is grateful  
to our  
generous 
donors 



Financial Report 

Year Ended June 30, 2001 
 
Revenues* 
    $298,063 
 
Expenses 
    $659,089 
 
Decrease in Net Assets** 
    $361,026 
 
Net Assets, End of Year 
    $1,313,830 
 
*Grants, contributions, investment gains and other revenues 
**Indicates use of the Adoption Institute's original start-up funding 
 
Comprehensive audited financial statements are available from The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute. 
 
 
 

13 

Founded in 1996 with a generous grant from Spence-Chapin 
Services to Families with Children, the Evan B. Donaldson 
Adoption Institute is an independent organization that is tax 
exempt under section 501 (c) 3 of the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service Code. 

Please Join the Adoption Institute 
As We Strive to Make Adoption  
Better for Everyone 
We encourage all who support our mission to join us as friends 
of the Adoption Institute. For information on how you can 
contribute, please contact Cindy Freidmutter, Executive  
Director, 212-269-5080, ext. 12. 
   Your support will make a difference in the lives of all people 
touched by adoption.  



 

Annette Baran 
Author 
Santa Monica, CA 
 

Roger Bouwma 
Bethany Christian Services 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 

Anne Brodzinsky, Ph.D. 
Family Mental Health  
   Consultants 
South Orange, NJ 
 

Sandy Mastin Cook 
The Children’s Home Society 
of North Carolina 
Greensboro, NC 
 

Susan Soon-Keum Cox 
Holt International Children’s  
Services 
Eugene, OR 
 

Dr. Joseph Crumbley 
Dr. Crumbley & Associates 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Dixie Davis, Ed.D.  
The Adoption Exchange 
Aurora, CO 
 

Ronny Diamond 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families 
and Children 
New York, NY 
 

Jeanne Etter, Ph.D. 
Teamwork for Children 
Eugene, OR 
 

Susan Freivalds 
Adoption Education Institute 
Minneapolis, MN 
 

Barbara Holtan 
Tressler Adoption Services 
Baltimore, MD 
 

Ruby J. Houston 
Concord, MA 
 

Gail Johnson 
Sierra Adoptions 
Nevada City, CA 
 

Katharine S. Legg* 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families 
and Children 
New York, NY 
 
 
 

Rebecca Perbix Mallos 
Attachment Center Northwest 
Kirkland, WA 
 

Janice Neilson 
World Association for Children 
and Parents 
Seattle, WA 
 

Zena Oglesby, Jr. 
Institute for Black Parenting 
Inglewood, CA 
 

Joyce Maguire Pavao, Ed D. 
Center for Family Connections 
Cambridge, MA 
   

David Pilgrim 
Children’s Home Society of  
Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN 
 

Debbie Riley 
The Center for Adoption Support 
and Education, Inc. 
Silver Spring, MD 
 

Sharon Kaplan Roszia, MS 
Kinship Center of California 
Santa Ana, CA 
 

Andrea Statwitcke 
Bay Area Adoption Services 
Mountain View, CA 
 

Marilyn St. Germaine, MSW 
Indigenous Nations Child and 
Family Services 
Oakland, CA 
 

Ada White 
Child Welfare League of America 
Washington, DC 
 

Ellyn Wieselman, Ph.D. 
Highland Park, IL 
 
 
 

 

THE PRACTICE AND RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

*  Board Liaison to Committee 14 

Advisory Committees 

Adoption experts—including researchers, practioners and triad 
members throughout the United States—generously share 
their knowledge and experience with the Adoption Institute. 

Practice Members     

Research Members        
Howard Altstein, Ph.D. 
University of Maryland 
Baltimore, MD 
 

David Brodzinsky, Ph.D.* 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, NJ 
Family Mental Health Consultants 
South Orange, NJ 
 

Remi Cadoret, Ph.D. 
University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 
 

Mary Dozier, Ph.D. 
University of Delaware 
Newark, DE 
 

Diana Edwards, Ph.D. 
Silver City, NM 
 

Harold Grotevant, Ph.D. 
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul Minnesota 
 

Victor Groza, LISW, Ph.D. 
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland, OH 
 

Jeffrey Hauggard, Ph.D., 
Chair 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY 
 

Robert Hill, Ph.D. 
Westat 
Rockville, MD 
 

Steven McLaughlin, Ph.D. 
Batelle Memorial Institute 
Arlington, VA 
 
 
 

Ruth McRoy, Ph.D. 
University of Texas at Austin 
Austin, TX 
 

Ellen Pinderhughes 
Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, TN 
 

Rita Simon, Ph.D. 
American University 
Washington, DC 
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Triad Advisory Committee 
Ellie Bloom 
Greenwich, CT 
 

Joyce Bove 
New York, NY 
 

Sarah Brezavar* 
New York, NY  
 

Susan Caughman 
New York, NY  
 

Nan Davis 
New York, NY  
 

Kim Donaldson 
New York, NY 
 

Debra Duchin 
New York, NY  
 

Leslie Frank 
New York, NY 
 

Lynn Franklin* 
New York, NY  
 

Sarah Gerstenzang 
Brooklyn, NY  
 

Leann Jaffe 
Brooklyn, NY  
 

Phyllis Lowinger 
New York, NY  
 

Benjamin McCommon 
New York, NY  
 

Susan Edgar Michaelson 
New York, NY  
 

Jason Muse 
New York, NY 
 

Elisabeth Radow 
Larchmont, NY 
 

Laura Rittenhouse 
New York, NY  
 

Diane M. Rudnick 
New York, NY  
 

Carol Schaefer 
New York, NY  
 

Toby Volkman 
New York, NY  
 

Elizabeth Wix 
New York, NY 

Adrienne Asch, Ph.D. 
Wellesley College 
Wellesley, MA 
 

Dianne Bartels, RN, MA 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 
 

Father Thomas Brosnan 
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 
Brooklyn, NY 
 

Remi Cadoret, MD 
University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 
 

Susan Soon-Keum Cox 
Holt International Children’s Services 
Eugene, OR 
 

Diana Edwards, Ph.D. 
Silver City, NM 
 

Jeanne Etter, Ph.D. 
Teamwork for Children 
Eugene, OR 
 

Gordon E. Finley, Ph.D. 
Florida International University 
Miami, FL 
 

Lynn C. Franklin* 
Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. 
New York, NY 
 

Rabbi Marc Gellman 
Temple Beth Torah 
Melville, NY 
 

Bruce Green, JD  
Fordham University School of Law  
New York, NY 
 

The Hon. David E. Grossmann 
Hamilton County Juvenile Court 
Cincinnati, OH 
 

Michelle Hester, MSW 
Cabin John, MD 
 

Joan Hollinger, JD 
The University of California at Berkeley 
   School of Law 
Berkeley, CA 
 

Ruth Arlene Howe, JD 
Boston College Law School 
Newton Centre, MA 
 

Jerri Ann Jenista, MD 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 
 
 

Katharine S. Legg* 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families 
   and Children 
New York, NY 
 

Betty Wolder Levin, Ph.D. 
Brooklyn College 
Brooklyn, NY 
 

Betty Jean Lifton, Ph.D. 
New York, NY 
 

Glenn McGee, Ph.D. 
University of Pennsylvania Health System 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Ruth McRoy, Ph.D. 
University of Texas at Austin 
Austin, TX 
 

Susan Notkin* 
The Edna McConnell Clark Foundation 
New York, NY 
 

Ron Nydam 
Calvin Theological Seminary 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 

Dr. Robert Ortega 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 

Joyce Maguire Pavao, Ed.D. 
Center for Family Connections 
Cambridge, MA 
 

Margaret Rhodes, Ph.D. 
University of Massachusetts  
Brookline, MA 
 

Sharon Kaplan Roszia, MS 
Kinship Center of California 
Santa Ana, CA 
 

Carol Schaeffer 
Author 
New York, NY 
 

Bruce Stinebrickner, Ph.D. 
DePauw University 
Greencastle, IN 
 

Ada White 
Child Welfare League of America 
Washington, DC 
 

Ethics Advisory Committee 

*  Board Liaison to Committee 



Historical Note 
 

The Adoption Institute is named in honor of Evan B. 
Donaldson, a tireless advocate for children and a beloved mem-
ber of Spence-Chapin’s Board of Directors from 1977 (board 
president starting in 1986) until her death in 1994. The Adoption 
Institute was established in 1996 through the initiative of the 
board of Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children  
under Donaldson’s leadership. 
 
The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute 
120 Wall Street, 20th Floor 
New York, NY 10005 
Phone: 212.269.5080         
Fax: 212.269.1962 
www.adoptioninstitute.org 
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