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Creating a

BETTER WORLD
for all families



OUR family

what we believe

what we do...

We are guided in our work by these ethics-based principles and values:

The Institute conducts and synthesizes research; offers education to inform 
professionals, policy-makers, the media, stakeholders and the public; advances ethical, 
knowledge-based practices and legal reforms; and translates policy into action. 

Every child needs and deserves a permanent family

Adoption is a natural, beneficial way to form a family

Everyone’s needs in the extended family of adoption must be respected

Openness and honesty are critical; deception and coercion are undermining

Practices must adhere to high ethical standards and be free of profiteering
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who we are
The Donaldson
Adoption Institute
Improves the lives of children and families –
through research, education, advocacy and 
leadership – that advance more effective laws, 
policies and practices. The Institute does not 
place children for adoption but, rather, promotes 
social justice and systemic change so that the 
thousands of boys and girls who need permanent, 
loving homes can get them – and so that all their 
birth and adoptive families can enjoy better lives.



“I have had the 
enriching experience of 
reaching for the stars 
with my colleagues...
helping to change a 
part of our world.”
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When I was in my mid-20s, I read these words 
by the abolitionist and humanitarian Harriet 
Tubman: “Every dream begins with a dreamer. 
Always remember, you have within you the 
strength, the patience, and the passion to 
reach for the stars to change the world.” I 
recall thinking at the time – regarding myself 
as a realist, not a cynic – that pursing such 
an idealistic vision might feel good for a 
while, but it’s a sure path to frustration and 
disappointment.

More than anything since then, my experience 
at the helm of the Donaldson Adoption 
Institute has taught me that I could not have 
been more wrong. For over a decade, I have 
had the privilege to work with colleagues on 
the Board and staff who are strong, patient 
and passionate. Most pointedly, I have had 
the enriching experience of reaching for the 
stars with them and, more and more often, of 
actually grasping one and helping to change 
a part of our world.

None of our dreams for improving the lives 
of all parties to adoption would have even a 
faint hope of coming true, of course, without 
the support of our donors, large and small. 
Your generosity sustained us during the lean 
times of the recession, and it is arguably even 
more vital today, as the Institute grows its 
staff and stature, its unique programs and 
projects, and most important, its influence 
and impact on behalf of the millions of 
children, youth, adults and families whom we 
serve.

Please read through this Annual Report to 
learn what DAI has accomplished just in 
FY13 alone, and to get a glimpse of some 
the ambitious initiatives we’re planning for 
the months and years to come. Here’s a short 
preview: 

As part of its ongoing national Keeping 
the Promise initiative, DAI last September 
published The Vital Role of Adoption 

Subsidies and enlisted some of the most 
significant organizations in the fields of 
adoption and child welfare to partner with 
us on a national education/advocacy effort 
for children in foster care who need homes, 
and for the families who provide them.

Three months later, to high praise and 
considerable media attention, we released 
Untangling the Web: The Internet’s 
Transformative Impact on Adoption. 
This landmark report was the first-ever 
examination of the historic ways in which 
new technology is reshaping an age-old 
institution; Untangling the Web II is now 
being completed for publication.

That initial paper was followed up by 
Proceed with Caution: Asking the Right 
Questions about Adoption on the Internet, 
a guide for adopted persons, first/birth 
parents and adoptive families looking to 
avoid the pitfalls that are all too common 
in cyberspace. For many reasons, we believe 
this multi-year internet project is among the 
most important work we’ve ever done.

In April, we released A Family for Life: 
The Vital Need to Achieve Permanency 
for Children in Care, a summary of the 
Institute’s findings from years of research 
into promising, innovative practices in 
England, Canada and the U.S. We plan 
to publish a book-length compendium, 
with far more detail, instruction and 
recommendations for professionals, in early 
2014. 

I hope you can see that we’ve used your 
contributions wisely and well – and you can 
be certain that we’ll keep doing so. It’s not a 
stretch to say that I believe the current fiscal 
year will be among the most productive 
we’ve ever had, with two reports (A Need 
to Know: Enhancing Adoption Competence 

among Mental Health Professionals 
and A Changing World: Shaping Best 
Practices through Understanding of the 
New Realities of Intercountry Adoption) 
recently released, and much more 
research, publication and advocacy in the 
works. Please visit our website for more 
information on all of DAI’s initiatives.

As ever, I’m extremely grateful to the 
Institute’s Board of Directors for its 
steadfast commitment to and support of 
our mission, and there are no words to 
express my deep thanks to my talented staff 
colleagues – starting with Program Director 
extraordinaire Susan Livingston Smith – for 
their dedication, for their friendship and for 
the stars in their eyes.

Most of all, I extend my profound, abiding 
appreciation to you, our supporters, who  
provide  all of us with the inspiration, 
financial wherewithal and other 
encouragement to keep us going. I hope 
that as you read through this Annual Report, 
you will feel a genuine sense of pride for 
the part you have played in making our 
achievements possible. I also hope you 
will return the enclosed donor card or 
visit our website to renew your support as 
generously as possible.

In some ways that are tangible and in others 
that are not, you make it possible for all of 
us to pursue – and realize – our dreams. For 
that, I could not be more grateful. On behalf 
of all of us at the Adoption Institute, thank 
you.

- Adam Pertman

A Message from the

Executive Director

Untangling the Web: 
The Internet’s Transformative Impact on Adoption

December 2012



So much of what we understand about the impact of the internet on 
adoption is based not on the kind of research and evidence generally 
used to shape best practices, but simply on examples shared by 
adoption professionals or anecdotes from the media. So the Adoption 
Institute embarked on the first-ever research project on the subject 
a couple of years ago, and it continues today. In order to determine 
what laws, policies and practices will best serve everyone involved, 
we are systematically gathering data from first/birth parents, adoptive 
parents, adopted individuals and adoption professionals related 
to their past and current use of the internet. This ground-breaking 
research is funded by William and Elizabeth Rands, Spence-Chapin 
Services to Families, Lutheran Social Services of New England, Parent 
Match, National Adoption Center, the Barker Foundation and several 
other anonymous supporters. 

Eliminating Barriers to Adoption 
for Children in Need of Families

The Institute is engaged in several initiatives to achieve the goal of 
finding families for children who need them, in the realms of both 
domestic and intercountry adoptions:

• To address the needs of the more than 100,000 “waiting” children 
in foster care, we conducted extensive research on innovative 
practices in the U.S., England and Canada that have been found 
to be most effective. In April 2013, we published “A Family for 
Life: The Vital Need to Achieve Permanency for Children in Care,” 
authored by Program Director Susan Smith, to provide a preview 
of and introduction to a book-length compendium on these 
practices, which the Institute will publish early next year with the 
British Association for Adoption and Fostering. The reality is that 
gaining families for life not only transforms children’s futures, 
but also brings benefits to child welfare systems, governments 
and communities. Our intent is for practitioners to examine the 
innovative practices we’ve identified, incorporate them, and as a 
result, many more children will find families. This work is funded 
by the New Brunswick Adoption Foundation and the Adoption 
Institute.

• Hundreds of thousands of children around the world are in need of 
permanent families, but the number of intercountry adoptions has 
plummeted in the past eight years – from a peak of almost 23,000 
into the U.S. in 2004 to fewer than 9,000 in 2012. The Institute, 
assisted by the American Ireland Fund, has been conducting a 
first-of-its-kind study, “Best Practices in Intercountry Adoption: 
Improving Children’s Prospects for Living in Families,” focused on 
the changes that are occurring and best practices for promoting 
ethical, sound adoptions that better meet the needs of children and 
their families. Over 1,200 adoptive parents, who adopted from 48 
countries, have submitted survey responses; a separate survey for 
professionals has been translated into Spanish, Chinese and Korean 
and yielded hundreds of responses from at least 22 countries. 
In addition, policymakers in 18 countries have been interviewed 
by Institute staffer Georgia Deoudes, and Dr. Ellen Pinderhughes, 
an Institute Senior Research Fellow who is directing this project, 
presented preliminary findings at the May 2013 conference of the 
Joint Council on International Children’s Services.

• An ongoing goal of the Institute is to expand the pool of families 
available to adopt children, both domestically and in other 
countries, by improving laws, policies, practices and services 
relating to adoption by gay men and lesbians. Our Research and 

Research and Programs
The past year has been one of highly 
significant activities – and important, tangible 
accomplishments – for the Adoption Institute. More 
than ever before, we have forged partnerships 
with other major national organizations working 
to reform laws, policies and practices in ways that 
improve the lives of the people we serve. And, 
more than ever before, we have conducted original 
research to fill in gaps in current knowledge and 
inform best practices in the field. We’re doing 
ongoing work on all of the Institute’s strategic 
priorities, and we continue to build on already-
completed projects with next steps in research, 
education and advocacy so that knowledge does 
indeed improve reality on the ground for the 
millions of people for whom adoption is part of 
everyday life. Our initiatives in FY13 included:

Promoting Ethical and Equitable 
Adoption Policies and Practices 

The Institute addresses this priority in many facets 
of its work, including promoting access to original 
birth certificates for adopted adults, protecting the 
rights of birthparents, advancing equitable laws 
and practices for gay and lesbian adoption, and 
others. The Internet’s historic impact on all parties 
in adoption – and on the process itself – has been 
a primary focus of the Institute’s work on this 
priority during the past year. “Untangling the Web: 
The Internet’s Transformative Impact on Adoption,” 
authored by Policy & Research Director Dr. Jeanne 
Howard, was published in December 2012. This 
first-ever examination of the major issues involved 
concluded that social media and other elements 
of modern technology are having “transformative” 
effects – both positive and negative – on adoption 
policy, practice and millions of people’s lives, 
while raising serious legal, ethical and procedural 
concerns that have yet to be addressed. The report 
examined the use of technology in how birth/first 
and adoptive parents are recruited, how social 
networking is changing search and reunion, the 
efficacy and implications of techniques such 
as photo-listing, and the impact of internet 
commercialization. 

This project, which will continue for several years, 
is guided by an Advisory Board led by Dr. Howard 
and Amy Whitesel, an adoption scholar at George 
Washington University, and including an attorney, 
several experienced adoption professionals 
and a technology expert. As a follow-up to the 
“Untangling the Web” report, the Institute released 
two other documents in May 2013 – a press release 
calling on officials in every state to crack down on 
dubious internet-based adoption providers and 
“Proceed with Caution: Asking the Right Questions 
about Adoption on the Internet,” a guide to assist 
consumers in assessing adoption providers who 
seek business through the internet and in choosing 
sound, ethical providers. 
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Project Director, Dr. David Brodzinsky, launched a new study 
in spring 2013 that follows up on our extensive previous LGBT 
research; this latest online survey examines pre- and post-
adoption education and support, parental beliefs and attitudes – 
as well as children’s characteristics and adjustment – in a variety 
of family types. It will compare straight and gay/lesbian-headed 
families, in-racial and transracial families, and families with 
various levels of openness and types of adoption. The survey 
already has been completed by over 1,300 families. Our ultimate 
goal in this effort is to inform best practices in providing services 
and supports to families.

Improving Supports for those 
in the Extended Family of Adoption

Our “Keeping the Promise” initiative has been ongoing since our 
publication of the research paper by this name in October 2010. With 
funding from the Freddie Mac and Dave Thomas Foundations and 
the guidance of a National ASAP Task Force that we organized, the 
Institute is leading a coalition of eight national organizations in an 
ongoing initiative to promote the development and use of adoption 
support and preservation services (ASAP). 

• We released the first product in this project (after the 
groundbreaking initial report) in September 2012 (jointly 
with the North American Council on Adoptable Children), a 
legislative brief titled “The Vital Role of Adoption Subsidies,” 
which is designed to assist advocates in states across the U.S. in 
preserving subsidies for adoptions from foster care.

• This year’s work includes conducting a national study on post-
adoption instability and a qualitative study of ASAP services 
funded through public child welfare auspices. A comprehensive 
report will be produced by the end of the year, and shorter 
educational materials summarizing the knowledge gained from 
this research will be developed and disseminated broadly to 
adoption policymakers, stakeholders, and state and federal 
legislators. Also, the Institute is providing consultation and 
advocacy to further the development of ASAP services in 
individual states. During 2013, we have provided testimony 
or assistance to the U.S. House Ways and Means Committee, 
the Minnesota legislature, the Washington Ways and Means 
Committee, and advocacy groups in Virginia and Ohio, as well as 
consulting with child welfare administrators in other states.

• Dr. David Brodzinsky led research that will result in a paper to be 
published in our next fiscal year. The report will point out that 
one of the most frequent complaints from members of adoptive 
and birth/first families is an inability to find psychologists, 
psychiatrists, social workers and related practitioners who 
understand the unique, adoption-related issues that can 
affect their identities, their relationships and other important 
components of their lives. For a variety of reasons, mental health 
professionals typically do not receive the training required to 
fill adoption-related counseling needs. Our report will aim to 
raise the level of professionals’ awareness about the relevant 
issues, heighten their desire to receive training, and identify 
various means by which the relevant knowledge and skills can 
be obtained. The Institute will reach out to actively engage 
professional associations around these issues.
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Promoting Positive Identity Formation 
for Adopted Persons

An ongoing Institute initiative that is central to 
positive identity formation for adopted persons 
is their access, once adults, to their original birth 
certificates – a goal that staff members continue 
to address by providing testimony to legislative 
committees, interviews for media stories, radio and 
television appearances, and by providing advocacy 
materials to groups working to pass legislation. 
Additional initiatives related to this strategic priority 
include:

• The Institute completed a project last summer 
on the development of a camp program for 
adopted children – the Camp Clio Project, 
funded by Sandra Kuhach and Peter Axilrod 
– resulting in a camp experience for adopted 
children in Lyme, CT, during July 2012, again 
this past summer and continuing annually into 
the future. 

• Building on two studies the Institute published 
in 2008 and 2009 – “Beyond Culture Camp” 
and “Finding Families for African American 
Children” – another Institute project focuses on 
promoting positive identity in children adopted 
across race and culture. This topic continues 
to be one of high interest, as our report on 
transracial adoption has been downloaded 
more times than any other publication – about 
130,000 times. Our current project, “Creating an 
Adoption Clubhouse,” is a collaborative effort 
with Lutheran Social Services of New England 
involving a support curriculum for transracially/
culturally adopted children and their families. 
Guided by an Advisory Board of experts that we 
assembled, this curriculum contains a Resource 
Guide and Activity Workbook and is currently 
being prepared for publication. 

• A curriculum on adoption openness that the 
Institute is completing seeks to promote 
positive identity in adopted children by 
preparing and supporting both expectant 
parents considering adoption and pre-adoptive 
parents to develop positive open adoption 
relationships. “Making Open Adoption Work 
for You: A Training for Parents” will contain a 
trainer’s guide, a PowerPoint presentation and 
a DVD. 

• A new project that we are just beginning work 
on is being facilitated by the Lynn Franklin 
Fund, a unique source of financing for projects 
related to first/birth parents. The Fund was 
created through a generous donation by one 
of our Board members. We have begun active 
work this year on “Safeguarding the Rights and 
Well-Being of Birthparents II” with a study of 
“Best Practices in Options Counseling,” made 
possible by this fund.



Education and Advocacy

An integral part of the Donaldson Adoption Institute’s (DAI) 
strategic plan for all of its research, programs and projects is to 
conduct education and advocacy initiatives that utilize the findings 
to improve laws, policies, practices – and real lives. 

Toward that end, the Institute and its staff submit testimony to 
Congress and state legislatures; give dozens of keynotes, trainings 
and other presentations across the country; join amicus briefs; 
provide expert testimony in court cases; host and sponsor webinars; 
disseminate information through our website, which boasts tens 
of thousands of visits a month; publish a monthly newsletter read 
by many of thousands of subscribers; utilize the media to educate 
various constituencies and the public; and much more. Here’s a 
sampling of our outreach and partnerships in the past year and what 
it accomplished: 

Eliminating Barriers to Adoption 
for Children in Need of Families

The Adoption Institute has played – and continues to play – a 
leadership role on the Adoption Tax Credit Working Group, which 
consists of scores of adoption and child welfare organizations, and 
which successfully urged Congress to pass legislation extending the 
adoption tax credit. In January, the President signed the  American 
Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012, which  included a permanent extension 
of the credit. The coalition is now urging Congress to pass the 
bipartisan Adoption Tax Credit Refundability Act of 2013, which 
would make the adoption credit more useful for lower-income 
families.

The Adoption Institute regularly collaborates with other research 
and policy nonprofits to reduce barriers to adoption for gay and 
lesbian families. The Institute was the lead amicus organization 
on the   Brief of Adoption and Child Welfare Advocates as   Amici 
Curiae   in Support of Respondents, filed in February with the U.S. 
Supreme Court in   Hollingsworth v. Perry, challenging California’s 
Proposition 8, which amended the state’s constitution to bar same-
sex marriage. The amicus brief argued that “adoption law and 
practice have recognized a public interest in child welfare served 
by placing children with non-biological parents …  including those 
led by same-sex couples … and “the benefits of adoption are shared 
equally by those children raised in a same-sex two-parent family 
and those raised in an opposite-sex two-parent family.” In June, the 
Supreme Court struck down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court also decided   United States v. Windsor, 
challenging the federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), holding 
that “DOMA is unconstitutional as a deprivation of the equal liberty 
of persons that is protected by the Fifth Amendment” and allowing 
same-sex couples’ marriages to be recognized by the federal 
government. The Court said “DOMA’s principal effect is to identify a 
subset of state sanctioned marriages and make them unequal,” and 
thus “humiliates tens of thousands of children now being raised by 
same-sex couples. The law in question makes it even more difficult 
for the children to understand the integrity and closeness of their 
own family” and “brings financial harm to children of same-sex 
couples.” 

In response to the rulings, DAI Executive Director Adam Pertman 
was quoted in the media as saying: “We know children derive 
significant benefits when their parents are married. So this is good 
news indeed for the girls and boys who can now live in families with 
the same social, economic and personal benefits as their peers who 
have married, heterosexual mothers and fathers.” 

In partnership with the Adoption Institute, “Securing Legal Ties for 
Children Living in LGBT Families: A State Strategy and Policy Guide” 
– which assessed state marriage and parenting laws affecting 
“non-traditional” families – was published by the Movement 
Advancement Project, the Equality Federation Institute and Center 
for American Progress. The July 2012 study provides a framework 
for policymakers to draft and amend laws to protect the rights of 
children in LGBT and other families.

At the state level, the Institute submitted written  testimony  to the 
Nebraska Senate Judiciary Committee on the Foster Care Fairness 
Act. The testimony notes that lesbian and gay parents are important 
family resources for foster children nationwide, that several studies 
have documented that lesbian and gay adults are willing to foster 
and adopt the very children most in need of homes - those who are 
older and have special needs - and that they adopt such children at 
a higher rate than do heterosexual adults. 

The Children in Adversity Policy Partnership (CAPP), a coalition of 
U.S. children’s NGOs that includes the Adoption Institute, issued a 
letter supporting the official launch of the United States Government 
Action Plan on Children in Adversity  in December. The 2012-2017 
Framework for U.S. Government International Assistance is the first 
U.S. strategic guidance for children who are affected by HIV/AIDS, 
orphans, trafficked, exploited for child labor, in disasters, recruited 
as soldiers, neglected, or in other vulnerable states. Seven federal 
agencies and departments plan to align funding addressing the 
needs of vulnerable children toward building strong beginnings, 
putting family care first and protecting children.
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cases, guardianship is a more achievable and acceptable 
permanency alternative than adoption, particularly 
for older children/youth and if there is a provision 
for financial support. It also pointed out that research 
shows the likelihood of adoption decreases significantly 
for children over age 9, and that there are substantial 
financial, social and personal costs to allowing youth to 
age out of care. Governor Nixon signed the legislation 
in June. 

 - Supporting the Minnesota Governor’s  “Northstar Care 
for Children” proposal to create more equitable out-of-
home care placement subsidies, explaining why raising 
adoption subsidies could increase adoptions from 
foster care and improve families’ abilities to meet their 
children’s basic needs. The proposal was included in 
legislation that was enacted. 

 - Sending a letter to the Washington State Senate 
Committee in April in response to the Proposed Senate 
Operating Budget 2013-2015, which would “control 
adoption costs by capping adoption support payments at 
50 percent of the foster care maintenance payments for 
children with no special needs.” The Institute suggested 
such a policy could decrease adoptions from foster care 
and impair families’ abilities to meet their children’s 
basic needs, because such foster care versus adoption 
payment discrepancies provide a financial disincentive 
to adoption from the very pool of parents who are most 
likely to adopt. 

 - Urging Maine officials in January to reconsider a 
proposed $1.4 million cut in adoption subsidies for 900 
state families who have adopted children from foster 
care. The Institute also sent a letter in April supporting 
legislation to prevent the reduction of subsidies 
stipulated in adoption assistance agreements; that bill 
became law in July. 

Promoting Ethical and Equitable 
Adoption Policies and Practices

In May, the Adoption Institute called on regulatory, legislative 
and law enforcement organizations nationwide to take action 
on Internet-based adoption providers who don’t comply with 
states’ legal requirements relating to adoption and child welfare. 
It also released a resource,  “Proceed with Caution: Asking the 
Right Questions about Adoption on the Internet,”  intended 
to serve as an initial guide for pregnant women considering 
placing their babies for adoption, pre-adoptive parents, and 
anyone else using the Internet for adoption-related purposes. 

The U.S. Supreme Court in June announced its decision 
in   Adoptive Parents v. Baby Girl, reversing and remanding 
the ruling of the Supreme Court of South Carolina that had 
granted custody of “Baby Veronica” to her Indian biological 
father, rather than to prospective adoptive parents. The high 

• This year, as part of our “Keeping the Promise”   initiative, DAI 
submitted   comments in August, a  letter  in June and hearing 
testimony  in February to the House Ways and Means Committee 
recommending policy and funding improvements to increase 
and sustain adoptions from foster care. Our latest comments 
supported and made recommendations to the committee’s 
proposal “to extend and improve” the Adoption Incentives 
Program, which would make awards for improvements in 
adoption and permanent placement rates, create an award for 
guardian placements, mandate that states report on adoption 
assistance AFDC delink savings, and allocate 20 percent of the 
savings for post-adoption services (in addition to extending 
authorization through FY16). In its submissions, the Institute 
advocated for increased funding for adoption support and 
preservation services (ASAP) in order to increase and sustain 
adoptions from foster care. 

• Also as part of our “Keeping the Promise” initiative, we launched 
a nationwide effort in September 2012 – in partnership with the 
North American Council on Adoptable Children – to preserve 
an essential tool for enabling children and youth to move from 
foster care into permanent, loving, successful families: state 
funding for adoption subsidies. DAI and NACAC have created 
advocacy materials, including an Issue Brief and state data 
resources to supplement national information, for parents and 
professionals to persuade state lawmakers to preserve funding. 
The Voice for Adoption coalition also shared ASAP policy 
recommendations from our “Keeping The Promise” report at 
an August 2012 federal agency summit considering prevention 
and intervention to improve the mental and behavioral health 
of adopted children.

• Voice for Adoption honored the Adoption Institute with its 
2012 “Drenda Lakin Memorial Award for Continuing Services 
to Adoptive Families,” which recognizes programs that 
provide valuable family support after adoptions are finalized. 
Specifically, the Institute was cited for “Keeping the Promise” 
and in its announcement, VFA highlighted the Institute’s “work 
to address and publicize the need to support and strengthen 
families beyond adoption finalization.” 

• The Adoption Institute signed onto a September 2012 coalition 
letter in support of the Children’s Mental Health Accessibility 
Act, which seeks to ensure that children and youth have access 
to comprehensive home- and community-based mental health 
services they require to effectively address their individual 
behavioral needs and avoid institutional care. 

• At the state level, the Institute also has sought enactment of 
legislation to support families adopting children form the child 
welfare system. Those efforts included:

 - Submitting a letter   to Missouri Governor Nixon in May 
relating to a bill before him for signature that would provide 
subsidies to children’s qualified, unrelated legal guardians, 
including foster parents. The letter noted that in many 
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Education and Advocacy

Enhancing Post-Adoption Services



In the NEWS Being a trusted, “go-to” source of evidence-
based information and insight for journalists 
and influencers gives the Institute a unique 
opportunity to elevate the discourse on critical 
issues and be effective in educating the public, 
policymakers and practitioners.

court found that the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) was 
intended to prevent the government from removing native 
children from already established Indian families –– but the 
child was placed for adoption by her non-Indian biological 
mother. The big take-aways, said Pertman, are: “All parties 
have to be at the table and all laws need to be respected 
from the start so that children’s best interests are genuinely 
at the heart of decision-making; otherwise, as in this case, 
the risk is that they will bounce back and forth – and they 
will become the bottom-line victims.” A coalition of child 
welfare organizations, including the Adoption Institute, filed 
an amicus brief in support of ICWA in the case.

The Institute also signed onto a June National Indian Child 
Welfare Association letter of support for the Adoption Tax 
Credit Tribal Parity Act, so that Native American parents who 
adopt children with special needs do not have to document 
qualified adoption expenses to claim the credit. 

The Institute continues to educate state legislators 
nationwide about the need to restore adult adoptees’ access 
to their original birth certificates (OBCs), based on the 
research for our “For the Records” publications. The Institute 
worked with advocates in many states and provided testimony 
to legislative committees on bills  restoring OBC access in 
Washington State (which passed), New York, New Jersey, 
Ohio, Connecticut, Maryland, Maine and Montana, among 
others.

The declining number of international 
adoptions generally, and the Russian ban in 
particular, have been in the news for many 
months. Adam was interviewed on four NPR 
news programs during the past year for 
stories focused on this topic; in an August 
2013 interview, he stated that boys and girls 
without families are the ones most hurt by 
these developments, saying: “We know that 
orphanage life, institutional care, diminishes 
children.”

The Institute’s December 2012 “Untangling 
the Web” report on the internet’s historic 
impact on adoption, along with our May 2013 
“Proceed with Caution” guidelines, generated 
considerable media attention to this critical 
topic. The Associated Press story, “For Good 
and Ill: Adoption Transformed by Internet” 
resulted in hundreds of spin-off news articles. 

On December 2012, a New York Times article, 
“Internet Use in Adoptions Cuts 2 Ways,” 
focused on the Institute’s “Untangling the 
Web” report. It recognized that social media 
sites have largely bypassed state laws and 
agency policies related to closed adoptions 
and quotes Adam: “Having closed-records 
statutes in place serves no purpose today, 
where almost anything or anyone can find 
each other on the Web.”

“I wish to 
thank your 
organization…
for all you 
have done to 
open records 
and advance 
the options for 
adoptees.”
-Larry M.
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In May 2013, KABC–TV in Los Angeles ran 
“Social media helping more parents with 
adoption,” which highlighted the growing 
number of couples who are using social 
media in their quest to adopt and referenced 
the Institute’s report. Adam was quoted as 
saying that this is just one illustration of the 
historic changes taking place, and that as 
more people in the adoption world use social 
media, we need to develop “best practice 
standards.”

A July 2012 article in Psychology Today, 
“Single Dads by Choice,” discussed the 
growing trend of single men – both gay and 
straight – using adoption and surrogacy 
to become parents. Adam described the 
concerns, suspicion and stigma that some 
practitioners still attach to men seeking to 
adopt, and a recent Institute report on LGBT 
adoption by Research & Project Director 
David Brodzinsky was also cited in the article. 

Another adoption issue frequently in the 
news is birth/ first fathers’ rights in the 
adoption process and reforms in laws and 
policies needed to safeguard them. In 
December 2012, Adam appeared on Good 
Morning America to discuss a case in which a 
man was battling for custody of his daughter, 
who was adopted without his knowledge or 
consent. The mother had been flown to Utah 
to have the baby and relinquish her parental 
rights; Adam said that, too often, “Utah laws 
appeal to people who want to get it done 
quickly rather than people that want to get it 
done right.”

An October 2012 story in the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, “Adoption saga ends with 
charges for Franklin Park couple,” followed 
parents accused of endangering the two 
children they had adopted from Ethiopia.  In 
discussing the preparation and resources 
available to families, Adam said: “When 
people get a kid –– through whatever means 
–– it’s an enthralling, enchanted, captivating 
time of life ... [but] your expectations have to 
be tempered by reality. You’ve got to prepare 
yourself for the kid you’re going to get.” He 
also stressed the need for education and 
post-adoption services.

In April 2013,  Huffington Post  ran a political 
commentary by Adam, “Equal Rights for All: 
It’s Finally Time for Adopted People, too”, 
in which he advocated for a restoration of 
adult adoptees’ access to their original birth 
certificate and supported his arguments 
with two Institute reports. He asked: “In the 
face of so much evidence that unsealing 
OBC’s would do a lot of good for millions 
of people in our country -- with little or no 
indication of resulting harm -- why have so 
many lawmakers in so many states refused to 
change the status quo for so many decades?” 

A December 2012 story in the Chicago 
Tribune, “Online adoption: Avoiding a web 
of lies,” examined fraud and exploitation on 
the Internet, quoting the Institute’s report 
as saying, “This is particularly the case in 
domestic infant adoption, where a scarcity 
of babies available to be adopted heightens 
competition.”

In an August 2012 NPR story, “Helping Foster 
Kids even After Adoption,” Adam explained 
that tight state budgets are often responsible 
for the lack of robust post-adoption services, 
and he advocated for a change in approach 
from a process that focuses overwhelmingly 
on child placement to one that provides 
support and services to enhance the 
prospects of family success. 

During a February 2012 appearance on CNN, 
Adam was asked why there had been 14 or 
more fatalities of Russian children in U.S. 
adoptive homes. He responded that even one 
such tragedy is too many, but if you look at 
the overall statistics of the tens of thousands 
of children adopted and the percentage of 
deaths in biological and adoptive families, the 
percentage is very small. He added that this 
reality doesn’t excuse one abuse, but that it’s 
important to maintain perspective.

Sometimes the Institute spreads the word 
about important issues that we are working 
on in advance of our publishing research. 
This was the case in Adam’s interview in 
October 2012 about the internet’s role in 
adoption. CBS Miami carried a story entitled, 
“How Social Media Is Changing Adoption,” 
in which Adam reported that the Institute 
was conducting the first-ever research on 
the subject in order to better understand 
this historic phenomenon and to create 
best practices that better serve children and 
families. “It is inventing itself before our 
eyes,” he said.



Reporting on the Institute’s “Untangling the 
Web,” the legal blog Naked Law published 
“How Risky is an Online Adoption,” and 
listed consumer tips from our report – Tips 
for Protecting Yourself in an Adoption in 
December 2012. In April 2013, the online 
magazine Internet Evolution published an 
article titled “The Web Radically Reshapes 
Adoption”, based largely on the Institute’s 
report. Adam is quoted as saying: “I think 
it is unethical to tell any expectant parent 
-- adoptive or biological -- that they can take 
part in a closed adoption, because with the 
Web, you can’t know that.”

Keen News Service, a national news 
organization for LGBT political and legal 
news, ran a story in March 2013 “Six million 
in U.S. have LGBT parent” that cited a 
Williams Institute study finding that same-
sex couples raising children are four times 
as likely as heterosexual couples to be 
raising an adopted child, and six times as 
likely to be raising a foster child. Pertman is 
quoted as saying, “We know from research 
and experience that [LGBT] families function 
well and that the outcomes for their 
children are good—and now we know just 
how significant the numbers have become. 
All that says to me is that it’s time—past 
time—to bring policy and practice into 
alignment with reality on the ground.”

Adam was featured on  NBC Nightly News 
in May 2013 for the segment “Road to 
Retirement,” which told the story of an older 
couple who decided to adopt a 17-year-old 
boy who on his next birthday would have 
aged out of foster care. Touching on the trend 
of people waiting until they are older to 
adopt children, Adam stated, “The reality is 
that there is a big gap between parents’ age 
and children’s age in a lot of families today.”

A December 2012 story in the Chicago 
Tribune, “Online adoption: Avoiding a web 
of lies,” examined fraud and exploitation on 
the Internet, quoting the Institute’s report 
as saying, “This is particularly the case in 
domestic infant adoption, where a scarcity 
of babies available to be adopted heightens 
competition.”

The need to maintain adequate state 
adoption subsidies was underscored in a 
September 2012 Huffington Post article 
entitled “Adoption Subsidies: A Great 
Investment for Kids Who Need Families,” 
authored by two Institute staff – Adam and 
Georgia Deoudes. It reported extensive 
data from a recent Institute policy brief 
supporting the necessity of subsidies to 
enable many children in foster care to be 
adopted and referenced the Institute’s 
advocacy campaign to raise awareness of 
the importance of these subsidies. 

In the NEWS

“I very much 
appreciated [Adam’s] 
comments on the PBS 
Newshour. 
I think he gave me, and 
many others, a clear 
way to think about how 
policy might better 

handle adoptions.” 

-Steve M.

The Institute has been consulted on a number 
of media stories regarding the ongoing trend 
toward greater openness in adoption. A July 
2012 Salt Lake Tribune story, “Open adoption 
is norm; should arrangements be enforced?”  
and an August 2012 Wall Street Journal 
article, “One Baby, Two Moms: A Rise in Open 
Adoption,” referenced the Institute’s report 
entitled “Openness in Adoption: From Secrecy 
and Stigma to Knowledge and Connections.”
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Taste of Spring

Taste of Spring Leadership

Honorary Chairs: Jane and Bill Donaldson, Jurate 
Kazickas and Roger Altman, Mimi and James W. 
Stevens. Honorary Co-Chairs: Mario Batali, Kristin 
Chenoweth, Katie Brown and William Corbin, Deborra-
lee Furness and Hugh Jackman, Christine Ebersole and 
Bill Moloney. Co-Chairs: Kimberly Donaldson, Hollis 
Forbes, Annie Lansing, Cathy Lorenz, Sandy McManus, 
Holly Heston Rochell, Lisa Selz.

Special Events Roundup

Adoption Institute friends and supporters came together in Manhattan 
on May 9 to honor Jack Sussman, Executive Vice President of Specials, 
Music and Live Events, CBS Entertainment. Under Jack’s leadership, CBS 
has broadcast the acclaimed Home for the Holidays – a special that shines 
much needed light on children in foster care – for 14 years. About 300 
guests enjoyed the amazing creations of some of New York’s leading chefs 
and food purveyors, including 67 Orange Street, Alison Eighteen, Butter & 
Scotch, Corner Social, Fresco by Scotto, Landmarc, Laughing Man Tea & Cof-
fee, Lucy’s Whey, The Mercer Kitchen and Sfoglia. The food was comple-
mented by wonderful wines donated by Domaine Roux, Kobrand, Opici 
Wine Group, Shea Vineyards, Sherry-Lehmann and Xavier Flouret Wines. 
The evening, along with our CharityBuzz auction, brought in over $300,000 
to fund our unique research, education and advocacy initiatives.

Kristin Hoppman and Board Member April Dinwoodie

Derek Klena and Elysia Scriven Marc Murphy, Kate Hobbs, John and Annie Lansing 

Executive Director Adam Pertman, Heidi and Hardie 
Stevens, Board Members Lynn C. Franklin 
and James W. Stevens 

Honoree Jack Sussman and Honorary Board Member Hugh 
Jackman

Sherry-Lehmann Wine & Spirits 

Leslie Moonves, Board Member Sandy McManus, and Honoree Jack Sussman



Special Events Roundup

Hugh Jackman and Lars Kikoski

Lucy’s Whey

Celebrating ... Our 
Families, Our Children

Our Families, Our Children Leadership

Co-Chairs: Sandy McManus, Reese Relfe, Anne 
Youngblood. Honorary Chairs: Nia Vardalos and 

Ian Gomez, Sue Naegle and Dana Gould, 
Peter Levine and Eric Mathre, 

Amy Pascal and Bernie Weinraub.

Host and honoree Ame Austin Max, Honorary Board Member 
Peter Levine, and Carla Gugino

Board Members Sandy McManus and Hollis Forbes, 
and Alex Ducoq

Board President  
Susan Notkin

Board Members Jennifer Evans, 
Susan Notkin, and Ruth McRoy

The historic Castillo del Lago in the Hollywood Hills was the 
site of our 2012 California event, “Celebrating ... Our Families, 
Our Children.” The afternoon included wonderful food, 
activities for children and two very special presentations. DAI 
was proud to recognize Ame Austin Max and Max Studio for 
all they have done for the Institute and adoptive families. And 
our Spotlight Award – recognizing outstanding contributions 
by practitioners in the field – was presented to Children’s 
Action Network and was accepted by Executive Director 
Jennifer Perry.
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Roger Altman, Board Member Jurate Kazickas, and Honorary 
Board Member Kimberly Donaldson 

Taste of Spring



59 Middle Lane Premiere Leadership

Event Benefactors: Greg Ammon, Helen and Bob Appel, Tim 
Burroughs, Michael Clifford, Gordon J. Davis, Hollis and Jim Forbes, 

William Harnett, Jurate Kazickas and Roger Altman, Elizabeth and 
Dean Kehler, George K. Martin, Sandy and Michael McManus, Lisa 

and David T. Schiff/The Schiff Foundation, 
Anne and Ben Youngblood.

59 Middle 
Lane Premiere

The Adoption Institute and Jazz at Lincoln Center were the beneficiaries of 
the New York City premier of 59 Middle Lane, a new documentary by DAI 

Board member and filmmaker Greg Ammon. Held on November 15, 2012, 
the unique evening of remembrance and celebration included a special 

performance by music legend Wynton Marsalis and members of the JALC 
Orchestra. Special thanks go to Greg and to our friends at JALC for hosting 

the evening in the spectacular Allen Room.

Announcing 
the Lynn 

Franklin Fund
The Institute was proud to announce the creation of the Lynn Franklin Fund 

on the evening of June 11 in New York. The fund named for one of longest 
serving and most-beloved Board members is dedicated to enabling unique, 
important work to improve the lives of birth/first parents everywhere - and 
to ensure that their experiences, needs and aspirations are addressed in all 

adoption-related laws, policies and practices. The event featured a special 
showing of A Girl Like Her - a remarkable documentary by filmmaker 

Ann Fessler - followed by a panel discussion.

Greg Ammon and Steve Kraemer

Board Members Sandy McManus,  Greg Ammon, 
and Kathleen Hricik

Lynn C. Franklin

Laura Smith, Fred Taylor, John Olson, 
and Sandy McManus
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Benefactors
$20,000 and above
Greg Ammon
David Bohnett Foundation
Dave Thomas Foundation 
   for Adoption
Ann and John Doerr
Jane and William H. Donaldson
Freddie Mac Foundation
Gill Foundation
Jurate Kazickas and Roger Altman
Limited Brands Foundation
The Selz Foundation - Lisa and        
   Bernard Selz
Spence-Chapin Services to Families  
   and Children
Mimi and James Stevens

Patrons
$10,000 to $19,999
Accenture
CBS
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
The Barbara Dorsch Foundation
Sarah and Douglas Fleming
Hollis and Jim Forbes
Sandra Kuhach and Peter Axilrod
Annie and James Lansing
Prudential Financial, Inc.
Sony Pictures Entertainment
Teneo Holdings

Sponsors
$5,000 to $9,999
Franci Blassberg and Joseph Rice
William Boltz and William Erhardt
Tim Bunch
Anne Chambers
Michael Clifford and Robert Levy
Diane and Donald Cooley
Jennifer Evans and 
   G. Jackson Tankersley, Jr.
Guest Services, Inc.
HBO, Inc.
The Bernard and Muriel Lauren     
  Foundation
Cynthia Martinian
Sandy and Mike McManus
RK Mellon Family Foundation
Suzanne Papaian
People’s Choice Awards
Pfizer Matching Gifts
Edward T. Reilly
Tracy Seretean
Anastasia Vournas and
   William Uhrig
Linden and D. Scott Wise
Anne and Ben Youngblood

Stewards
$1,000 to $4,999
Ann and Michael Adornetto
Julia and James Alexandre
The American Ireland Fund
American Theater Wing, Inc.
Laura and Sharyar Aziz

Sarah and Douglas Baird
Victoria and Richard Baks
Mary and Thomas Besanceney
Julie Biehl and Bruce Boyer
Alexis Bledel
Charlotte Bolland
Christine and Robert Brill
Elizabeth Brill
The Broadway League
Mina and Van Burger, Jr.
Joy and Kristopher Carney
Ellen and Casey Cogut
Pippa and Steven Colvin
The Cradle
Ann Marie Cunningham
The Philippe and Deborah Dauman  
   Family Foundation
Demartini Family Foundation
Christina Deoudes and Pete Hawley
Inder Singh Dhillon and 
   Ken McNeely
April Dinwoodie
Kimberly Donaldson
Elizabeth and Brian Duffy
Lisa D’Urso
Elyse Flack
Lynn C. Franklin
Peter Goldberg
Goldman Sachs Gives/Matching  
   Gift Program
Hansen, Jacobson, Teller,   
   Hoberman, Newman, Warren &  
   Richman, LLP
Mariska Hargitay and 
   Peter Hermann
Anne Heyman and Seth Merrin
Kathleen Hricik and Keeton Geer
Lori and Michael Ingber
J.D.M. Foundation - Jay Leno
Jane and Charles Klein
Koubek Family Rainbow Fish Fund  
   of the Community Foundation of  
   the Greater Capital Region
Levity Entertainment Group - 
   Stu Schreiberg
Tara and Jeff Liddle
Cathy and Kevin Lorenz
Kristen Lyndaker
Susan Lyne
James D. Marver
Ruth McRoy and Nathaniel G. Davis
Marianne and Steven Mills
Pam and Guy Minetti
Jackie and Alan Mitchell
Donna Lisciandro Navarro
Margaret and Andrew Paul
Ann and Stanley Reese
Reese Relfe
Holly Heston Rochell
Cynthia and Bud Rogers
Benjamin Rosen
Susan and Craig Schoon
Sesame Workshop
Jane and Robert Shepardson
Laura Michelle Smith and 
   John Olson

Lauren and Leonard Stern
Susan and Jeffrey Sussman
Barbara and Frederick Taylor
Anthony Terracciano
Tony Awards Productions
Lee Varon Family Fund of the   
   Community Foundation of 
   Collier County
Georgia Wall and Donald Gogel
Maud and Jeffrey Welles

Sustaining Friends
$500 to $999
Regina Ackerman
Joanne Angel and Erik Patterson
Lee and Robert Attanasio
Steven Baranowski
Didi and David Barrett
Maureen and William Barton
Amanda Bernard and 
   Jackson Dunckel
Mary Jane Hipp Brock Family   
   Foundation
Anne and David Brodzinsky
Katie Brown and William Corbin
Dan Bucatinsky
Sheila and Randall Scott Burkert
John Cowell
Ronny Diamond
Stephanie and Edward Donaldson
James Dougherty
European Skincare - Cristina Radu
Jim Fisher and Eric Guerin
Glenn Fishkin
Melissa Fleming and Gregory Selch
Deirdre Hogan
DeVerille Huston
Nathalie and Edward Kaplan
Beverly and Michael Kazickas
Patricia Kyle
Richard Lovett
Nancy McGaw and Ricardo Campoy
Cordelia and Carl Menges
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Laurie Miller and David Sherman
Glory Missan
Mixed Roots Foundation
Marc Murphy
Donna Myers and Aaron Lebovitz
Fred Nelson
Esther Newberg
Susan Notkin and Eric Lee Haralson
Elizabeth Peabody
Jennifer Perry and Andy Spahn
Cindy and Jim Pool
Sarah Reynolds
Margaret Riley
Alan Rubin
Elaine Sargent
Robin Schwartz
Susan and Peter Solomon
Lucille Stefanski
Mary Streep
Kari and Carl Tiedemann
Marjorie Vandow and 
   Richard Fields
Cary Walker

Friends
$250 to $499
Abrazo Adoption Associates
Larry Aronson
Mia Hye-Ri Baik
Paul Begala
Aimee Simon Bloom
Ellie and Edward Bloom
Sarah and Floyd Brezavar
Pamela Brocious
Tacey and James Carroll
Cathy Pradie Connick
Robert David
Karen and John Donaldson
John P. Doyle
Josephine and John Eastman
Gary Eisenkraft
Moonie and Matthew Fishburn
Judy Foster and George Averner
Judith and John Friedman
Kelly and E. Franklin Harris
Cynthia and Charles Hirschhorn
Lorraine Hricik and 
   Nicholas Del Guercio
Andrew Hurwitz
Laura Innes and David Brisbin
Erica and Doug Jones
Andrew Kandel
Anita and Allen Kohl
Charlene Langos
Loomis, Sayles and Company
Carol and John Lyden
Leslie Pate Mackinnon
Diane and George Marinos
Judith and Mark Minter
Eleanor Oakley
Meghan O’Brien
Arlene Oliver and Stephen Brady
Karen Payne
Nancy Phillips and Thomas Dunne
Naama Pozniak
Annie Roboff
Idoline Scheerer
Linda Schupack and David Good
Derek Vance Schuster
Kerri and Thomas Specker
Adele and George Spira
Eric Stange
Richard Valenza
Paula Van Ness
Ann Veneman
Leah and Sean Walton
Marlissa and John Westerfield
Linda Wright
Jeanette Yoffe

Associates
Up to $249
Rita and Walter Abel
Prudence Addy and 
   Mark Bruskiewicz
Adoptees Without Liberty - 
   Peter Franklin
Patricia and Thomas Alberto
Robert G. Anderson

Thank you to our donors!
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67 Orange Street
Alison Eighteen
Ann Lansing, LLC
Elizabeth Arky
Amanda Baden 
Baker & McKenzie 
Mario Batali
Alison Price Becker
Lori Beecher
Keavy Blueher
The Board of the Donaldson   
   Adoption Institute
Rick Bowers 
Dan Bucatinsky 
Butter & Scotch 
Cakebread Cellars
Caledonian Spirits & Winery
CBS
Kristin Chenoweth
Corner Social
Katie Couric
Diamonds in the Trough
April Dinwoodie
Adam Donaldson
Kimberly Donaldson
Tracy A. Doyle
Jennifer Evans and 
   G. Jackson Tankersley, Jr. 
Ann Fessler
Hollis and Jim Forbes
Lynn C. Franklin
Fresco by Scotto
Deborra-lee Furness and 
   Hugh Jackman
Abbie Goldberg
Hal Grotevant
Victor Groza 
Bob Gruen
Mariska Hargitay
James Higgins
Jazz at Lincoln Center
Jetblue
Dana Johnson
Erica and Doug Jones
Jurate Kazickas 
Lucy Kazickas
Kobrand Wine and Spirits 
Kosta Browne Winery
Landmarc
Annie Lansing
Laughing Man Coffee and Tea
Peter Levine and Eric Mather
Limited Brands Foundation
Cathy Lorenz
Scott Lowell

Lucy’s Whey
Leslie Pate Mackinnon
The Maidstone Hotel
Wynton Marsalis 
James D. Marver
Ame Austin Max
Leon Max and Max Studio
Penny Maza
Sandy and Mike McManus
Douglas Mehne 
The Mercer Kitchen
Bette Midler
Irving Milgrom
Laurie Miller
Leslie Moonves 
Hal Morris
Dan Murphy
Sue Naegle and Dana Gould
The National Bar & Dining Room
Stewart Newfeld
Opici Wines
Pamela and Marc Murphy
Amy Pascal and Bernie Weinraub
Ellen Pinderhughes 
Alyssa Rapp
Reese Relfe 
Holly Heston Rochell
Bruce Rose-Innes
Helaine and Glenn Ross
Scott Ryan
Anthony Scotto and 
   the Scotto Family
Lisa Selz
Sfoglia
Dick Shea
Shea Wine Cellars
Sherry-Lehmann Wine & Spirits
Spence-Chapin Services for   
   Families and Children
Jacqui Stafford
David Steingard
James W. Stevens
Jack Sussman
Teneo Holdings
Joan and John Toffolon
Julie Trussell
Vineyard 29
Marja and Jean-Georges   
   Vongerichten
Fran and Barry Weissler
Sherrie Westin
Karl Franz Williams
Xavier Flouret Wines
Geoffrey Zakarian

We have made every effort to recognize all individuals, foundations 
and corporations who have generously contributed to The Donaldson 
Adoption Institute during the past fiscal year (July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013). 
Please accept our sincere apologies if we have inadvertently omitted or 
incorrectly acknowledged your gift. Please let us know of any corrections 
by contacting Development Director William Boltz at (212) 925-4089 or 
wboltz@adoptioninstitute.org.

Beth Armogida
Heather and James Bankoski
Beth Benton
Karen Blatt
Sarah Horton Bobo
Virginia Brabender and 
   Arthur Weisfeld
Nils Bruzelius
Laurie Callahan
Capital Group Companies Global  
   Charitable Foundation
Lisa Caputo and Rick Morris
Celia Center, Inc.
Diane Churchill
Stephanie Clancy
John Coen
Michael Colasuonno
Combined Municipal Campaign of  
   the United Way of New York City
Helen Corroon
Sally Cox
Lorna Deacon-Nicholson
Barbara and James Edwards
Sahar Elhabashi
Melanie and Thomas Elliott
Karen and David Esola
Deborah Everts
Adele Famularo
Christine Field and 
   Timothy J. Mitchison
Wendy Freund
Barbara Gaffin and Douglas Cahn
Lauren Glick
Janice Goldwater
Jayne Guberman
Montague Hackett
Annick Hamon
Jana and Michael Happel
Lesli Harad
Gail Harris
Lorelei Harris
Pam and Ryuski Hasegawa
Karen and Jeff Hogan
Helen Hunt
Alyce and Reese Jenkins
Heather and Jeffrey Katz
Angela Kazmierczak
Gregory Keck
Simone Keevert
Joann and Bruce Kellogg
Andrea and Patrick Keneally
Janet Kircher
Susan Kohl
Christine and Tim Koubek
Arthea Larson
Carolyn Lertzman
Valerie Levenstein
Phyllis Lowinger
Frances Ludman and 
   Sheldon Laskin
Pamela and Sean Ludwick
Lutheran Family Services 
   of Nebraska
Janis Lyons
Mary and J. Stuart Mackintosh
Linda Maslin and Daniel Moshief

Andrew McElfresh
Janet McGrath and David Zordan
Denise McLaughlin and 
   Arthur W. Kirsch
MidAmerica Family Treatment   
   Center
Melissa Minnich
Kimberly Moon
Gayle Moore
Meldie Moore
Don V. Morgan
Charles Murphy
Theresa Murphy
Rachel Murray
Tanner and Steven Neibert
Kristin O’Kane
Janet Ours
Elisa Parrish
Denise and Peter Pasch
Diane and David Paton
Nancy and Otis Pearsall
Luis Pereira
Henry and Patty Pertman
Sunilkumar Pillappa
Point Made Films
Eileen and Mark Polasky
Margaret Rafferty and 
   Timothy O’Connor
Janis Reid
Brinleigh Reuter
Jon Ringquist
Andrea and Ken Robertson
John Romeo
Susan Romer
Margo Schwartz-Newton
Susan and Nicholas Scoppetta
Jane and Luke Sears
Catherine and Michael Shraga
Nancy Shubin
Greg Silverman
Maleta and Joseph Snell
Sagen Snyder
Elizabeth Steen
Brynn and David Steinberg
Heidi and Hardie Stevens
Billie Streets
Nancy Wallan
Jill Waterman
Jason Watts
Joan and Kenneth Weinberg
Matthew Weismantel
Mary and John Wesche
Joan and Bernard Wiener
Avra Wing
Worcester Shines Inc.
Lorraine and Ira Zapin
Emily Zetterman
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The Adoption Institute thanks the following 
individuals and corporations for their generous, 
non-monetary donations that helped us continue 
our work.

Gifts of Time, Goods, and Services



Our PEOPLE
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Board of Directors

Susan Notkin - President
Jennifer Evans - Vice President
Hollis Forbes - Treasurer
Lynn C. Franklin - Secretary

Greg Ammon
Bruce A. Boyer
Tim Bunch
Peter Burki
Anne Chambers
April Dinwoodie
Douglas M. Fleming
Emily Forhman
Kathleen Hricik
Jurate Kazickas
Lorna Lowe
Leslie Pate Mackinnon
Sandy McManus 
Ruth McRoy
Douglas Mehne
James W. Stevens
Anne Cooley Youngblood

Institute Staff

Adam Pertman 
Executive Director
William Boltz, Ph.D. 
Development Director
David Brodzinsky, Ph.D. 
Research & Project Director
Georgia Deoudes, J.D.  
Policy & Legislation Director
Martha Henry, Ph.D. 
Education Director
Jeanne A. Howard, Ph.D. 
Policy & Research Director
Nikita Huggins 
Office Manager & Project Associate
Marianne Leonard  
Project Associate
Brittany Northcross 
Development Associate
Susan Livingston Smith, MSSW, ACSW  
Program & Project Director

Senior Research Fellows

Amanda L. Baden, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor, Department of Counseling 
and Educational Leadership, Montclair 
State University.

Naomi Cahn,  J.D., LL.M., Harold H. 
Greene Professor, George Washington 
University Law School. 

Abbie Goldberg, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor, Department of Psychology, 
Clark University.

Harold Grotevant, Ph.D., Rudd Family 
Foundation Chair in Psychology, Full 
Professor, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst.   

Victor Groza, Ph.D., Grace F. Brody 
Professor of Parent-Child Studies, 
Mandel School of Applied Social 
Sciences, Case Western Reserve 
University.

Dana E. Johnson, M.D., Ph.D., Professor 
of Pediatrics, Division of Neonatology, 
founder of International Adoption 
Clinic, University of Minnesota.

Penelope L. Maza, Ph.D., Consultant to 
adoption, foster care and child welfare 
organizations; Former Senior Research 
Analyst, U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Children’s Bureau.

Ruth McRoy, Ph.D., M.S.W., Donahue and 
DiFelice Endowed Professorship, Boston 
College Graduate School of Social Work.

Laurie Miller, M.D., Associate Professor 
of Pediatrics, Tufts University School 
of Medicine; Director, International 
Adoption Clinic and Director, Pediatric 
Rheumatology Fellowship Program, 
Tufts Medical Center. 

Ellen Pinderhughes, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor, Eliot-Pearson Department of 
Child Development, Tufts University.

Scott D. Ryan, M.S.W., M.B.A., Ph.D., Dean 
and Jenkins Garrett Professor, School 
of Social Work, University of Texas at 
Arlington.



Our Friends

Partners

Spence-Chapin
For more than 100 years Spence-Chapin has been offering quality adoption 
services as one of the nation’s premier agencies with its mission to find 
homes for children in need here and around the world. Seeing a necessity 
for an independent, unbiased adoption research and policy organization, 
the Spence-Chapin Board created the Adoption Institute in 1996 with a 
substantial initial gift. Since then, Spence-Chapin has continued to provide 
generous annual operating support, as well as guidance and a vital, ongoing 
connection to the “front lines” of adoption.  

LifeCare, Inc.
LifeCare, Inc., the country’s leading provider of health and productivity 
solutions for employers, collaborates with the Institute to enhance service 
offerings to corporations throughout the U.S. relating to adoption, foster 
parenting and diversity in family life. The Institute helps train LifeCare’s 
team of professional Adoption Specialists on the most current research and 
information on adoption, and the two organizations are developing a variety 
of educational resources, seminars and webinars.
 

Child Welfare League of America
In 2009, the Child Welfare League of America (CWLA) and the Adoption 
Institute formed a strategic partnership to enhance the efficacy of their 
current work. CWLA leads and engages its network of public and private 
agencies and partners to advance policies, best practices and collaborative 
strategies that result in better outcomes for vulnerable children, youth and 
families. CWLA and the Adoption Institute collaborate on specific research, 
work products, trainings, advocacy and other programs and projects 
designed to improve laws, policies and practices in the fields of adoption, 
foster care and child welfare.
 

Adoption Today
Adoption Today is a monthly guide to the issues and answers surrounding 
international and domestic adoption. Features are written by adoptive 
parents, adoptees and professionals in the fields of medicine, law, education, 
social work, child development and international and domestic adoption. 
Each month, the magazine features an article by Adoption Institute staff on 
the critical issues facing the adoption community.
 

Adoption Quarterly
Adoption Quarterly (AQ) is the leading academic research journal in the 
realm of adoption, featuring peer-reviewed research and other work from 
the fields of the social sciences, humanities, biological sciences, law and 
social policy. Dr. Scott Ryan, one of the Adoption Institute’s Senior Research 
Fellows, is the journal’s Editor; Institute Executive Director Adam Pertman is 
the Associate Editor; and several members of the Institute’s Board, Staff and 
Senior Research Fellows serve on AQ’s Editorial Board.
 

Adoption Learning Partners
Three years ago, the Adoption Institute formed a partnership with Adoption 
Learning Partners. ALP is a division of The Cradle, one of the foremost 
adoption agencies in the country since 1923. The Cradle has been a 
generous supporter of the Adoption Institute, and now participates in the 
collaborative efforts between the Adoption Institute and ALP to improve 
the preparation and training of adoptive parents, professionals and others 
through web-based educational resources.

Honorary Board 

The Adoption Institute’s Honorary Board is composed 
of distinguished professionals in the fields of adoption, 
business and entertainment who have committed 
themselves to increase the Institute’s impact, resources 
and support. 

Jane Aronson, D.O.
Pediatrician and leading expert on internationally 
adopted children’s health needs, founder of 
Worldwide Orphans Foundation, and former Institute 
Board member. 

Kristin Chenoweth
Tony and Emmy Award-winning actress/singer, author, 
and an adopted person.

Jane and Bill Donaldson
Leaders in the fields of finance, philanthropy, and 
education; also adoptive parents. The Institute is 
named in the family’s honor. 

Kimberly Donaldson
Founder and a director of Bottlenotes, former Institute 
Board member, and the adopted daughter of the late 
Evan B. Donaldson in whose honor the Institute was 
originally named.

Deborra-lee Furness and Hugh Jackman
Actors, advocates for orphans worldwide, and adoptive 
parents.

Chris James-Brown
President and CEO of the Child Welfare League 
of America, which is a partner organization of the 
Institute.

Peter Levine
Creative Artists Agency agent, former Institute Board 
member, and an adoptive parent.

Sue Naegle
President of HBO Entertainment and an adoptive 
parent.

Sharon Roszia
Renowned expert and author in the adoption and 
foster care field, consultant to Kinship Center’s Foster/
Adoption Program, and an adoptive parent.
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Dear Adoption Institute Supporter,

As a friend of the Donaldson Adoption Institute – which we made our official name in FY13 to honor the entire 
Donaldson family – you know how fast the world of foster care and adoption is changing, and how far-reaching those 
changes are. And you also know that DAI is at the forefront of providing insight and understanding into these evolving 
issues through innovative research, focused educational efforts and timely advocacy.  

Just during this past year, the landscape of international adoption has shifted dramatically, with Russia discontinuing 
adoptions to the U.S. This new chapter in adoption history is addressed in our new study, “A Different World.” 
Meanwhile, a recent Reuters investigation uncovered the tragic and horrific occurrence of “re-homing,” in which 
families, unprepared for the complex needs of their children, have turned to the internet to find alternative homes 
for them. That story speaks loudly to the urgent need for post-adoption services and supports, an issue covered in 
our groundbreaking report, “Keeping the Promise.” This call for services to help families succeed also coincides with 
changes at the federal level, calling for greater attention to be given to the social-emotional health of boys and girls 
in the child welfare system and an understanding of the impact of trauma on children who have been in foster care.

The Adoption Institute is leading the charge for attending to the needs for all children – whether adopted domestically, 
from foster care or internationally. The Reuters series also raises serious issues about how the internet is transforming 
the world of adoption.  Our  “Untangling the Web” report last year was the first in a series that we hope will give 
guidance to the field — from policymakers working to end deceptive practices to parents seeking to support their 
children, and from pregnant women considering their options to adopted persons searching for their roots. “Untangling 
the Web II” is being prepared for publication right now, and I am certain you will not want to miss it.

To meet the challenge of change and seize the opportunities we see ahead, DAI’s Board is taking steps to ensure 
our long-term financial stability and to make sure we have the personnel we need to get the job done.  In the year 
ahead, we plan to add staff and streamline the way we do our work so that we can become even more effective and 
influential. I look forward to sharing these developments with you in the months ahead.

I would like to conclude by offering my sincere thanks to all of you who helped to make the past fiscal year a success 
in so many ways. We would not have made our financial goals without the remarkable generosity of our donors. This 
year, I want to send a special word of appreciation to those individuals who have helped support our vital work. You 
have invested in us and demonstrated your commitment to helping the Institute be as impactful as possible. We are 
forever grateful for your generosity.    

As ever, I also want to acknowledge my fellow Board members for their dedication, passion and support. They are a 
remarkable team and I am proud to call them my colleagues and friends. And, finally, I want to commend Executive 
Director Adam Pertman and his staff for continuing to produce the stellar work that is making a difference in 
the lives of so many thousands of children and families – and for helping this unique organization grow 
into the thought leader and change agent that it is today. 

With warm regards and deep gratitude,

- Susan Notkin
Chairman of The Donaldson Adoption Institute 
Board of Directors
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The Donaldson Adoption Institute Statement of Activities
(for the year ended June 30, 2013)

Support and Revenue

Contributions (Cash)   Unrestricted
Temp. Restricted

Less: Direct costs of special events

Contributions (Services)
Training fees
Speakers’ fees
Other Program service income
Investment income
Satisfaction of Program restrictions

Expenses

Program services
Supporting services
 General and Administrative
 Fund-raising

Total Expenses

 Increase (decrease) in net assets
 Beginning net assets
 Ending net assets

 -
254,620

-
254,620

-
-
-
-
-

(210,359)
44,261

-

-
-

-

44,261
274,479
318,740

724,982
-

(81,411)
643,571

42,190
865

11,500
2,267

307
210,359
911,059

606,822

145,724
148,708
294,432

901,254

9,805
411,411
421,216

724,982
254,620
(81,411)
898,191

42,190
865

11,500
2,267

307
-

955,320

606,822

145,724
148,708
294,432

901,254

54,066
685,890
739,956

838,648
188,225

(112,186)
914,687

49,328
1,270

10,948
1,837

227
-

978,297

563,105

136,834
131,676
268,510

831,615

146,682
539,208
685,890

The Donaldson Adoption Institute is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization incorporated in the state of New York.  If you would like a copy of our IRS Form 
990, please call our office at 212-925-4089 or visit www.guidestar.org.

TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED UNRESTRICTED TOTAL 2013 2012

The Donaldson Adoption Institute   |   Annual Report Fiscal 2013   |   Page 19



The Donaldson Adoption Institute
120 East 38th Street, New York 10016
212.925.4089 NY  |  617.332.8944 MA
775.796.6592  |  adoptioninstitute.org

ADOPTION INSTITUTE
THE  

Our work to improve adoption and foster 
care could not continue without the support 
of those who share our commitment to 
promoting ethical, research-based laws, 
policies and practices.

Please consider advancing our unique 
initiatives by making a tax-deductible donation.

Click on the DONATE button when 
you visit www.adoptioninstitute.org
or contact William Boltz, 
Development Director,
at (212) 925-4089 or
wboltz@adoptioninstitute.org
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